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Health Status Index

Santhat Sermsri

ABSTRACT

Paper presents both the concepts and methods of health status indices or
measure in relation to a new mode of defining health. Health is defined not merely
as the absence of illness and death, but health refers to stages of mentality of person,
social justice and spiritual mind. Health status index is therefore discussed in terms
of the characteristics of the index, component of the index construction and implication
of the index. Health status index is then described as a positive or negative measurement
and subjective or objective implication. The construction of the index can be based
on a single variable and composite method. It is therefore challenging to raise a question
on what is a suitable index of health status in Thailand as health is now integrated

into development process.
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