Journal of Research Methodology, Volume 15, Number 3 (September - December 2002)

9MTAIFIBINGINTTIRY TR 15 AULA 3 (PuBneu - SUMAN 2545)

Research Methodology: A Tool or A Way of Thinking

Uthai Dulyakasem

ABSTRACT

There are 2 major problems of conducting research in Thailand: 1) Thai society
takes importance on output more than process; 2) misconceptions that final outcome
of research is publication, not the appropriateness of the research process. It was based
on the idea that research is body of knowledge construction. In truth, research is about
system of thought. Although the point of view that research is body of knowledge
construction leads to the ideas of benefit and worth doing for the sake of budget and time
but taking serious on this point may affect on intention and attempt to develop society
to be knowledge-based one.

The understanding of research methodology could be divided into 2 groups:
one was understood as techniques and another was understood as thinking method
or system of thought. The author agreed with the latter idea because research emphasizing
on techniques without taking system of thought is meaningless.

The meaning of research is the process of searching solution which is wanted
to know by employing scientific process. The most important step is setting of research
question driving from curiosity. Research question setting determines research
methodology. Thus researchers with different point of view on one phenomena will
utilize different methodology. To determine which point of views is right or wrong is
difficult. The principle which is reliable and well-acceptable is the principle of nature
of variety of idea and technique levels with weakness and strength; 2) researcher should
take importance on nature that factors in one phenomena correlated each other;
3) research design and data analysis must take importance on the nature of dynamic.

In addition, one thing should be realized is that when human interact with
social phenomena as an actor, the phenomena will become complicated and hard to
explain. Researcher have to understand the nature that human behavior expressing
involves his past experiences emotion, belief and value system, perception and as
well as ability of researching.
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