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This study aims at investigating and explaining a phenomenon in Thai called |
grammaticalization, that is, words of the same form can occur as members of different word
classes, For example, khdo, thip, chaik, etc. can be used as verbs and prepositions.

Therefore, the purpose of the study isafl % § jor the words that have this characteristic, to

iz and semantic criteria to classify them

investigate their context in ord . B
£ ﬂj", the researcher wants to explain

into iwo word classes ! the vet5
the process whereby verbs &

Based on data g% \ dnm]]r selected from journals and
magazines published durilig L5 0F 4 Bt “CREE Nithe Buirs Of verbs /prepositions were found
to have the characteristi "
different characteristics fro
negative marker mai but the
phrase whereas the latter do noj " be separated from the noun phrase
because both of them constitute a%G= called a “prepositional phrase”. This
phrase can be moved to the be gimeafe ¢4 46 Che verb counterparts do not have these

e classified as prepositions have
epositions do not occur with the

ner aiways occur in front of a noun

characteristics. : phiee e e ante SRS Y the action of their subjects,

whereas the prepmitiuﬂa ' . =and a noun phrase. Most of the

verbs dealt with in this sty have one lexical meaning, butihe prepositions may indicate more

SorffeS6 the verbs hav@£onnotative meanings which signify subjective

— ¥ at DA R oo

lain the mentioned
phenomen ized from verbs of
the same form because these verbs have developed through certain semantic processes .

bleaching, persistence, and generalization or metaphorical extension. They also develop
through syntactic processes, such as obligatorification and reanalysis. These processes are

unidirectional and continual.
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