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The main purposes of this study were to investigate and to compare
the differentials in patterns of utilization of health service facilities
among Thai elderly for treatment of common sickness and chronie illness.
The analysis also examined the relationship between the elderly's demographic,
socio-economic characteristics, as well as factors related to the elderly's
children and their decision to utilggepdifferent types of health service

facilities.

The analysis, based N . of the elderly under study,
revealed that for common ST SEmess 3 P of the elderly usually went
for treatment with tradiCT™me e less sttt tores or did not have any
treatment. Next to this me WS o % who went for treatment at
state hospitals, private it MOARBED mishealth centers. Similar

pattern of utilization™g
found for the treatment

among the elderly was

In comparison of gfa o Azh i health service facilities
21y SPT(TPEABNRAY, O mon sickness and chronic

W1y, much larger proportion

hronic illness at the

illness, it was clear thyf
of urban elderly prefer ¢
state hospitals.

However, once the 7y, on of health service
facilities were examined with deographic, socio-economic
characteristics, and facters_, : children, controlled by
residence; urban-rura the ' 2 gderandent variables were

found to have strong JiMp@eEENas arentiale h#&slization of health

service facilities amfws fepn sickness, the economic
status, ability to pay* =y d=vccupation and education of
elderly in both rural afijl urDe it ocffpation and marital status

of elderly in urban aré¥s only; sex, types of houSehold, number of children
resided with elderly, numbgg of childregwho lived elsewhere but giving

supports, and nu ly of elderly in
rural areas only w

For ehrunie illness, the #llowing imsependent va@i¥ables were strong
o RS SR L
to pay for economic
status, pre-§etired occupation, education, sex, number of children resided
with the elderly, number of children who supported financially, and number of

children who lived elsewhere but giving supports, of the elderly in the rural
areas only.
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