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4 | ABSTRACTS >,

The main purpese /of this thesis i1s to study ‘the tone systems
'and’the phonetic'charagteristics of the tones oftﬁyo spoken in Amphce
Muang, Sakon Nakhom, and din Amphoe Tha U Theg and Amphoe NaWa, Nakhon
Phanom. 1In the study of the tones of Hyo in these provinces, the.
researcher has analysed the phonetic characteristiésvof the tones in

éach tambon, utilizing sound spectrogramss The Nyo‘dialects‘are then
classified according to tonalisystems and tone splits and the geo—-
graphical boundaries cf these dialects are determined. The analysis
is based on 1inguistic data collected in intérviews of twenty-six

villagers selectedlas vepresentatives of _the Nyo speakers in the

aforementioned amptoes.

.Phoneticélly speaking, the Nyo tones in tﬁe twenty-six
tanbons are so distinctively different from each otheretﬁat the&
produce twenty-~six accents. These accents can be divided into thrée
major diélects based on fonal systems, namely four-tone, five-tome, '

and six~tone systems. In addition, they can bé divided into seven-

sub-groups based on tone splits.
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