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This research work aims at analysing the role of political factions
as sub-units within political parties that help to determine role and pali-
tical actions of political parties. The unit of analysis is the Democrat

Party.

The research finds out that factionalism within the Democrat Party
is of two origins. The first, comes from within the party itself deriving
from the influenbe of the patronage over relationships of members within the
party as well as conflicts on ideology and course of action, including impact
of the party's accelerated growth without due consideration of the mutual
goals of the mambefs. The second, stems from the characteristics of semi-
democratic system 6f the country whiéh promotes factionalism and conflict.
This, in itself, also helps to highlight factionalism and high degree of
conf'lict resulting in the split of the party. This is an obstacle restrain-

ing development of the party as a strong political institution.
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