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Photo shows a list of massage parlours and brothels
with the numbers of their “service girls” and their
“prices™. Inset: Two young hilltribe girls - who
rétumed home afier being rescued in Bangkok

Officials mum
over child
prostitution
rise report

SENIOR officials were reluctant to react
publically yesterday to a report that the number
of child prostitutes in %miland has risen to
800,000.
- However, the. figure, released by the
Children's Rights Protection Centre (CRPC), was
widely questioned by most pecple interviewed by
The Nation. '

Sappasit Kumpraphan, coordinator of the

v

centre, challenged anyone questioning the figure

to prove that it was inaccurate. He showed
numerous official documents providing
information on the number of entertainment
places nationwide and the number of girls who
work there. : ; :
-_The CRPC said at first that the figure was
based on a random survey on major tourist and
entertainment spots and VD, units nationwide.
Interior Minister Pramarn Adireksarn quickly
left for his waiting car when asked by The Nation
at' the Interior Ministry to comment on the
rewrhte,,“l‘his issue?—\-yo.eomment,f’ he said.
- When pressed, Pramarn said he had not been
informed of the report and could not say whether
it is accurate.” e :

ra “are rillways~¢he "first “to' “know -—
“mu = o

ng,” he added before entering the car.’
- -~His secretary;: Chat .~Thai ~ Samearn
Poomakarnchana, said later that the ministry’s
poﬁa-dearlrempﬁpsius halting child abuge. °
‘“The police know.the ﬁol.icy.- It's not new.ssaﬁy
to tell them every day what to do,” Samarn said.

: e&;g‘llitanfpolibh't-(:éfnmiss'ioner ‘Lt Gen

are>working -at brothels: and ente ment .
places throughout Bangkok; “but 1 don’t.think
the overall number is that high.” 3
#Manas said police in the*®apital have resorted
ttﬁi;oﬁgh measures to prevent child p;?;tiéuti&
“However, certain places canlpossibly be
'unch'ecke&,f" hé added -

~219-

Manes tchaiynnt admitted many young girls*
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