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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to examine the role of the
/transnational corporations (TNCs) as non-state actors which have
related closely with the "state" and also have exerted their
/political influence across the state-boundary of the countries in
the third world. The focus will be on the investment of Union
Carbide Corporatioﬁ’and the 'Billiton International Metals in the
Thai tin industry during the period of 1960-1976, with particular
emphasis on the relations between their activities and the domestic
political procesé in Thailand.

This study is based mainly on empirical research as well as
the analysis of primary sources and interviews.

This study shows that although TNCs are non-state actors,
they still maintain a certain degree of ‘autonomy which is enough
vto turn them to be distinct political actors in the domestic politics

of any state within which they operate. That is, they possess the




economic and political power to the extent that they are able to
influence or even to make authoritative decisions of the houst
country. The study indicates that the success or failure of these
actions depends not only upon their power as TNCs but also upon
the types of the host government (democratic or authoritative)
and also upon the level of mass participation in that country.

In addition , the companies' exploitation of the host country's
natural resources can arouse the sense of economic nationalism
among the local people as well as generate reactions against TNCs,
though the government does't share that similar feeling. To
conclude, the operation of TNCs, in a particular circumstance,
may have an impact upon the internal politics of the host country
in the sense that they can be significant and influential social
forces to the relations between the government and the people of

the host country.
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