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Patterns of Students’ Virtue Development
in Buddhist Concept Schools:
A Cross-Case Study of Good Practice in Angthong’
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Suwimon Wongwanich?®

ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were (1) to study the patterns of students’ virtue development in
good practice Buddhist concept schools, and (2) to analyze the differences in patterns of students’ virtue
development by employing qualitative cross-case methodology. Three good practice schools in Angthong
province were selected based on the specified conditions of focus group method. Data were collected using
evaluative site visit technique that comprised non-participant observation, interviews and document

analysis. Data were analyzed using content analysis, inductive conclusion and cross-case analysis.
The results were found as follows:

1. The three case studies used the same patterns for developing students’ virtue. The activities
consisted of management of atmosphere and environment for supporting Dharma learning, religious
practice activities, learning and teaching for virtue promotion, Dharma integration in students’ real life,
and meditation practice based on reinforcement principle.

2. Although the patterns of virtue development in the three schools were identical, the emphasis

of the activities were somewhat different and could be categorized into 3 patterns:

Pattern 1 “Clean and Peaceful Environment” that focused on creating clean physical
environment that ultimately led to calmness, and this included setting up environment that facilitated

students’ peaceful development by encouraging the practice of percept 5 for the basis of living.

Pattern 2 ”Social Behaviors Development” managed by teachers. Teachers employed integrated

learning and teaching activities in real life situation.

Pattern 3 "Mind Development Activities” focused on organizing religious practice activities

that students could continuously absorb those activities into their lives.
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