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Abstract

The Land Reform Fund for Agriculture was set up according
to Article 9 in the Land Reform for Agriculture Act of 2.E. 2518
to serve as the working fund for the implementation of the Land
Reform Project, which has been carried out by the Agricultural
' Land Reform Office (ALRO)

The Land Reform Project is very important to the nation's
economic, social and political development, as it aims to solve
the problems of poverty and landlessness of the farmers, as well as
ending conflicts between the farmers and their landlords, The ALRO
was established six years ago with the objective of helping landless
farmers and those with inadequate farm land, to acquire enough land

of their own to make a living, It has heen in operation ever since.

This thesis has been prepared with an aim to study the
administration of the Land Reform Fund for Agriculture, which includes
the study of problems and obstacles in carrying out this adminis -
tration. In preparation of this thesis, the writer obtained the
basic data on the subject from the Land Reform Financing Division
of the Agricultural Land Reform Office, Ministry of Agriculture &
Cooperatives and other informatiorn from related publications and

documents,



ki

This study reveals that the administracion of the Land
Reform Fund for Agriculture has been carried out rathcr ineffect-
ively. This may be due to the fact that the Land Reform Financing
Division, which has direct tesponsibility for the administration
of this fund, lacks authority to approve the release of funds for
the implementation of the Land Reform Project, As a Government
agency, its operation is already restricted by many rules and
regulations, And without such authority, as only the Sub-Committee
for Agricultural Land Refotfn Project and the Budget and Agricul~
tural Land Reform Committee are authorized to grant approval to the
fund releases, a smooth and effective administration of this fund
can hardly be expected, In addition, the existence of the so-called
red~tape conditions that can cause delays in all aspects of opera-
tions, the numerous legal auestions and problems to control and
follow-up the results of the Project implementation are also factors

contributing to the shortcomings in the administration of this fund.

These problems should be considered and soliutions should
be found so that the administration of the Land Reform Fund for
Agriculture can be carried on efficiently., The writer wishes to
propose two solutions for consideration., One is to retain the Land
Reform Fund under the administration of the Land Reform Financing
Division and then proceed to solve all problems involved, The other
is to separate the Land Reform Fund from the Land Reform Financing
Division and make it into a semi-autonomous organization, This

should do away with all the existing probhlems.

Of these two proposed solutions, the first one might be
a better solution to all existing problems. However, the Land
Reform Fund is likely to remain the responsiblity of the Land
Reform Financing Division under existing patterns of governmental

operation, As a result, the administration of the Land Reform Fund
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will continue to be inceffective, In early stages of the Land Reform,
this first solution might contribute to a smooth implementation of
the Land Reform Project, However, later on, after the Government

has formulated a specific policy to expand the work on Land Reform,
the Land Reform Fund should be made into a semi-autoniomous organiza-
tion in the form of a specjal financial institution supporting the
Land Reform Project, and has full authority in: searching for sources
and obtaining funds, purchasing lands and reallocating lands to
farmers, in charge of revenues and expenses incurred, providing
services for both savings and granting credits to those farmers in
the Land Reform area etc, With such duties and authority its
administration conld be effective and the Land Reform Project could
attain its goals more readily. Whether or not either of these
proposed solutions would work out, or how much benefit could be
derived from them, depend very much on the political policies, the
laws, the personnel concerned, and more importantly on the seriousness
of the government's determination to make the Land Reform Project a

SUCCesSs,
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