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Academic Year : 1975

Abstract

The thesis of "Sukarno and His Political Power - Building®
presuncs thab Sukarno's success—in building his political power is
attributed to his own political personality, political ideology and
foreign policy during 1927 - 1964 which, taken together, represents
his strategy in his political 1lifee

The efforts point to the fact that there arc two kinds of
factors contributing to Sukarno's political power - building the funda-
mental and the supportive with regards to the former, it can be said
that they spring from colonial regime which put the Indonesians in hot
water, politically, ceohomically and sociallye While the latters arc
caBsed by Sukarno's own political learninge Both factors serve, in
their relations to Sukarno's political power - building, as the
accelerators of his political struggle to win back political power

from the colonial regime in form of revolution.

Stage I Enotionalism
Stage II Organizetion

Stage II1 levolution
These three stages to the revolution correspond to his own
strategic political personallty, poli£i0a1 sdeology and fofeign policye

In other words, Sukarno first directs the Indonesian riass



against the colonial rule emotionally with, in turn, leads automatically
to the mass organization and the successful plan to overthrow the
colonial rule.

After his success in destroying the colonial power, Sukarno also
uses his political personality, political ideology and foreign policy
to maintain and perpctuate his political power, Particularly, he uses
his political personality in three major domains jnamely, to influence
the Indonesians' thinlking, to direct the stages of political development
and to characterize the state with centralization, aiming at the combi-
nation of the mass strength and the state power to back up his political
action, He uses political ideology as a guidline in order to centralize
the power to the sta%e or himsclf and utilizes his foreign policy to
strengthen his status in the internal politics as well as domestic
affairs.

Tt is obvious that SukaX-onet only uses the afore-mentioned
strategy to maintain his own power but also many other activities such
as cconomic development, institutionalization, loyalty inducement,
threats to his cnemy, divide and rule tactles, and mass participation in
politics to support his maintehance of power which results in his
nonopoly of political power up to 1964.

However Sukarno's failure to aggregate and maintain his political
power is due mainly to the fact that his political personality, politi-
cal idedlogy and foreign policy have significant short—conings in them-
selves and the stratezies in economic development, institutionalization

and mass participation in politics have not been revised and improvede.
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