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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to find out facts about male
household heads in Rural and Urban Thailand toward occupation for young

people

The data used are taken from the Longitudinal Survey of Social,
Economic and Demographic Change in Thailand conducted by the Institute
of Population Studies, Chulalongkorn University during April-May 1969

and 1970

The results of this study indicate that the differences in
attitude toward occupation for young people of male household heads
belong to their residences. The majority of rural male household heads
preferred agriculture to be on favoured occupation for young people.
While the majority of urban male household heads wanted young people to

be sales workers, craftsmen and servicerse.

It appears in this study that some Social characteristics of
household heads play an important part on favoured occupation. The

increase favour on government official for young people, both male



>

o

and female depend on the higher level of education of male household
heads in both rural and urban areas. Uneducated male heads in rural
wanted young people to choose agriculture, while uneducated male heads
in urban likely to choose commerce, craft and service occupation for
young adults.

In both urban and rural places, it was found that male heads
with educational aspiration for sons was higher more than grade 4 prefered
young adulte to choose government official occupation. However, rural
male heads who wanted their sons finish only grade 4 stated that young
adults should participate in farm and related occupation; whereas urban
male heads ciaimed that commerce, cralf and services would be idial
occupation for youngsters.

Considering migration, male heads in rural areas who never
migrated wanted young adults to choose agriculture as favour occupation
while those ever migrated more than three times wanted young adults to
choose government official occupation.

Taken socio-economic status and attitudes of the male heads
towards occupation for young people into investigated; it appeared that
in rural places those who were in lower socio-economic status prefered
agriculture. While in urban places those who were in all level of
socio-economic status prefered government official occupation for young
people.

Furthermore, occupation of male heads' fathers is found to be
an important factor that influenced the attitudes of male heads towards
job for youngsters. The data revealed that both rural and urban male

heads wanted young adults to choose the same occupation as their fathers.



o

As far as age is concerned, there are more rural male heads
with older ages prefered young people to choose agriculture. While
those young male heads in urban places stated that government official
occupation are suitable for young adult. In adition, rural male heads
with larger number of living children prefered young people to choose
government official occupation; where as their counterparts in urban
places expressed the same idea only among those with smaller number of
living children. However, besides the mentioned demographic factors,
it was found that the ideal family size also influenced male heads'
attitudeé. For example, those who wanted to have a larger family size
prefered young adults to choose agriculture rather than those who

wented to have a smaller family size. While the urban male heads who

wanted to have a smaller ideal family size wanted young people to choose-

government official occupation rather than those who wanted to have

a larger family size.
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