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A Spatial Distance Explanation of the Relation
Between Class Size and Achievement
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Summary

This research article is one among the only few of the most valuable
educational research seeking to explain the relationship between class size and learning
achievement. The merit of this research is on the construction of the mathematical model using
spatial distance as an explained variable or amoderator. Comparing with Glass's and Preece's
research articles which employed the global measure of classroom characteristics: the macro
variables of class size and quality of teaching respectively, this research employed a micro
or student-level variable. This research, therefore, has more explanatory power than those
two past studies. Unfortunately, in this research, the application of the micro-level model
using Glass's macro-level data, forced the researcher to set several assumptions in adapting
his student level model to validate his model based on class-level context. Had it been
validated using both the simulated student-level context and the class-level context, this piece

of work would contribute a lot more to classroom issue than the previous two studies.
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