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ABSTRACT

The idea of hamsa is often found in many aspects of Thai culture.
In fine arts, for instance, the ha.t?sas appear in paintings, and are
sculptured as ornamentation on the Royal Barges. In Thai literature, it
is frequently meﬁtioned, with a high praise of its beauty and its being
an animal of high class, The word has found its way and gained a perma-
nent place in the Thai wocabulary and everyday expressions., It is thus
worthy of studying the idea of hamsa in the Sanskrit and Pali literatures
which we believe make up the source of the Thai hazysa, so that we can

understand the idea of hamsa in the Thai culture better.

This thesis is therefore a study of the idea of ha:gsa in Sanskrit
and Pali literatures in many aspects : its appearance, way of living and
the various roles it plays in those literatures. The inter-relationship
of hamsa in Sanskrit, Pali and Thai literatures is analysed to find out
what degree of influence the Thai poets have accepted from the Sanskrit

and Pali sources.



Data, from Vedic Sanskrit literature (1500 B.C.) to the Classical
Sensgkrit Literature (A.D. 1000), as well as from Pali literature of the
Tripii.;aka period to At'bhakatha period, and including Thai literature from
the Sukhothai period to the Ratenskosin period (King Rama 6), are collec-

ted and analysed.,

This thesis is divided into 5 chapters. The first one is the
introduction, which discusses the thesis title and research methods. The
second chapter deals with the appearance, way of living, specific charac-
teristics and the various roles of hax?sa, as well as its symbols in San-
skrit literature, whereas the third chapter deals with hamsa in Pali lite-
rature, discussed in the sgame manner as in the second chapter, including
the comparison with members of the K.:Ja.'triya and the attainment of the
Dharma of a Bhikkhu. The fourth chapter discusses the influence of han.zsa
in Sangkrit and Pali literatures over Thai literature. The conclusion

and suggestions are given in chapter 5.

It is found that, the idea of hamsa in Sanskrit literature varies
from that in the Pali literature. In Sanskrit literature, hamsa is a
waterfowl, with white plumage and a beautiful voice similar to the tinkl-
ing of lady anklets., The gpeed of its flight can be compared with that
of the Garuda. With the approaching rainy season, ha.t?sa will leave its
dwelling places, the ponds, and fly to Manasa Lake. The poets believe
that hamsa can extract milk from water. In Brahmanism, hamsa is honored
as the vehicle of Brahma, one of the supreme Gods. Sometimes, poets
honor harésa as a symbol of Atman (Soul) and ascetics who have realized

the Absolute and secured final release are often compared to a hamsa.



Hamse, in Pali literature, on the other hand, is a waterfowl
with golden plumage and a beautiful wice pleasing to the mind. It can
fly as fast as the sun in its orbit and its rangc as far ag the sun
and the moon themselves. Cit'baku*;‘,a Mountain is its dwelling place.
Han}sa is honored as the king of all birds and compared with members of
the Kffatriya and Bhikkhus who have attained a certéin stage of accom-

plishment,

The idea of hamsa in Thai literature is borrowed from Sanskrit
and Pali literatures : the beauty of its body, its movements and the
idea of its being the vehicle of Brahma are taken from Sanskrit litera-
ture whereas the color of the body, dwellings, wvoices and the notion of
being a noble bird are teken from Pali literature. The contributions

by the Thai poets in Thai literature, it must be admitted, are minor.
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