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Abstract

The Purposes of the Study

1. To study the historical development of elementary and
secondary school curricula in Thailand from B.T. 1826 = Be.E2517«
The study c...vered around the four components of curriculum
namely objective, content, instruction and implementation and
evalﬁatiqn. |

2. To compare the curriculum developed during the above
mentioned period of time. A

3, To provide data and information beneficial to the

future development of curriculum,

Research Procedures

Documentary research is the primary mode of inquiry used

in this study.



"ﬁ»

The Research Findings

There have been twenty elementary and secondary school
curricula developed in Thailand from B.T.1826 to B.1.2517 and
thirteen curriculum revisiné were conducted. Prior to B.E.2435
the so called icurriculum’ was not curriculum in theorical sense,
rather, they were simply official specifications of contents and
examination requirements. "hat was developed later on could be
theoretically considered curriculum as appeared through their more
complete components, more sophisticaﬁed formats and designs.
Although the specificationg of contents have always been clear
and ever existing, however, the clear statements of objectives,
instructional methods and criteria and procedures of evaluation
were always ei!™er missing or incomplete.

Administrative or Master Planning approach has always been
the major procedure of curriculum Qevelopment. Attempts to involve
local educators such as principals, school supervisors and teachers
in the development process were made at times. Such attempts
resulted in failure more often than not. Besides, the attémpts
were made in a very limited scope.

Influenced by educational system in ZEmgland, the curriculum
organization of Thailand focused on subjeét matters. In other
words all of them can be categorized as Subject Curriculum except
the B.T,2503 elementary and sefondary school curricula and the
other one in B.T.2498 which were designed to be the Broad Fields

organization.



Various new instructional methods and other technologies
bhave been introduced into the implementation of curriculume Only
a few of these innovations were actually put into practice and
the scope of the present state of their implementation was quite
limited.

As a whole the present elementary ahs secondary school
curricula in Thailand are complete with all four componentse
However, the rate of theoretical progress in the curriculum
dévelopment is stil; far ahead of the practiéal aspect in
reality.A Currently, the trends of change in curriculum design
from sﬁbject matter oriented to learner and society oriented

have become mu.c and more apparent.
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