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Academic Year 1972

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis is to study the prevalent
socio-economic characteristics of the Thai Famers in different
settings of the rural village in the Northeast, and to investigate
the relationship betwean characteristics of the household heads and
their non-agriculture economic activities. The data were collected
from a Rural Manpower Utilization and Socio-Economic Survey, conducted
by The National Economic Development Board, Kasetsart University and
Chulalongkorn University Social Science Research Institute during
June 15, 1969--June 15, 1970, The subjects were household heads and
the method used in data collection was participant observation for

e a whole year by four ressarch assistants in two areas; irrigation
areas under the commuinity development program and non-irrigation areas.

This Thesis attempts to discover the general interrelationship
of certain factors affecting the noa=agriculture occupation of the

rural hou sehold heads in the samples.

The basic characteristics are as follows:

%




91 per cent of 345 household hoads were men, and 59 per cent age
40 years or more, All of them were married, and appro:d.mattly 86 per
cent of the hou;hold heads were still living with their spouses,
Their level of education was generally low, only 11 per cent of the
household heads had more than 4 years of school or had some occupa-
tional training or an equivalent in religious instruction. On the
average a household comprised 6 persons, 60 per cent of the household
had more than S persons, Concerning land tenure of the household,
it was found that an average area owned was 25 rai.

In terms of occupation, household heads are classified in
two groups:

1. Household heads having only agriculture occupation

2. Household heads having both agrieulture and non-agriculture

occupation

38 per cent of all samples had both agriculture and non-agriculture
occupation, Household heads younger then 40 years were engaged in
non-agriculture occupation more than the older ones, Factors affecting
incidence of non-agriculture occupation are traditional maner of
land inheritance and distance from towns, Engagement in non-agricul
ture occupation seems to depend on aveilabity of jobs, 3ince more

farmers living near towns or places where more jobs wore availsble

had non-agriculture occupation, /‘;\o"“‘!"n‘




This study has served three purposes:

1. as an academic exercise in sociological research,

2. providing some information or non-agriculture occupation
among rural farmers in the Uorthesst of Thailsnd,

3. helping in a small measure toward policy formlation for
future economic and social development of rural Thailand,
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