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ABSTRACT

This study purposts to investigate differential patterns
of acceptance or non-acceptance of only two types of innovations
- agricultural and health =~ among Thai farmers living in the
Northeastern region, It also includes within its scope an attempt
to measure their attitudes toward making changes in the corres-
~ponding ways of life. Farmers in the sample were selected from
Khon Kaen Province and devided into 3 categories: I/ Those who
are member of farmers association; 2/ those who reside in villages
having farmers association but are not members themselves; and
3/ those who reside in villages where such organizations do mot
exist.

An interview schdule was the chief instrument for gather-
-ing information from household heads, concerning acceptance and

non-acoseptanne of innovation. Source of innovations were taken



into consideration as they enable the investigation to measure the
degree of acceptance and number of years of adoption of such inno-
~vations.

The findings show that the processes leading to the adoptes
-ion of new modes of thinking and behaving principally involve
interpersonal influences. Those government officials in charge of
introducing and promoting new ideas and practices, Neighbors act
as the most important and effectives change agents in those areas
where farmers associations do not exist.

Health innovations are the best attractive as the farmers
view them as impractical and costly,

No conclusive evidence was found to support the investi-
gator's inelination to treat membership in the farmers organiza-
tion as the most powerful force behind acceptance of and favorable
attitudes toward those innovations under consideration., Farmers
who were classified as "Rational" and "Traditional in their
world views show similar patterns of acceptance and non-accept—
—-ances Farmers who have favorable attitudes towards imnovations
tend to accept them more readily than those who have not.

Farmers Associations seems to effective only in the case

of chemical fertilizers, With respect to new rice seed and



-ﬂ.—

sanitary toilets, evidence of agceptance ameng their members does
not differ significantly from their counterparts in the same ville
-age or elsewhere that without such organized activities. However,
there is a strong tendency for farmer associations members to be

better informed and more innovative than those who are note.
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