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Abstract

This thesig/is /an @nalysis of the evolution of the
rural economy of Central Thailand, 1851 - 1932. The thesis
wants to answer how the rTural economy changed after the

openning of the country to foreign trade in 1855.

The method of studies is @ historical one. The thesis
utilizes primary sources, =econdary sources and interviews of

old - aged farmers.

The research finding is that Central Thailand's rural
economy before the starting of free trade in 1855 was a self-
sufficient economy. After the starting of free trade, Central
Theiland's rural economy changed from a self - sufficient
economy to a commercial economy, -In addition, money was
increasingly used, while, barter trade diminished. These

changes sutomatically linked the rural economy of Central



Thailand to the world economy. However, since the changes
were conditioned by external trade instead of indigenous
factors at the village level, the process was slow and not

fundamentzl.
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