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Thesis Title Northern Thai Literatuxe "Khaaw"
Name Mrs. Sancha Boonyaragsa
Department Secondary Education
Academic Year 1973
Rostract

One of the diversified productions of northern Thai felk art is
Khééwsaw. The Khaawsaw are poetic romances with striking artistic foxim,
deriying their content from folktales and Buddhist birth=stories (the
Jatakas). Some of them werc written down and some were even published
during the past century. Khézwsaw sooks at the time were printed in
northern Thai letters. However from D+E«2490 on they have been transcribed
into modern Thai letters with slight changes in expressions The researcher
is interested in these new versions because they are widely circulateds
The rescarcher studies twenty=two Khaswsaw stories namely @ Chao Suwat,
Wannaphram, Phya Phrom, Honghin, Chang Satun, Changpong Nongpomhom, Chao
Sangmuang Long Tam, Ay Roikhod, Pa Tapientong, Suwanna Hoisang, Moonlakiti,
Chao Sotana and Nang Patawee, Buarawong Hong /Ammat, Suwana Mcgha Ma Khon
Kham, Shioha hin Kham, Kam Ka Dam, Changacdeaw, Vongsawan, Nok Krajab, Nang
Udthala, Kamphra Buatong and Jantakhas

The discussion of these twenty-two stories falls into six chaplers:
Chapter I = Introduction, Chapter IT = A history of the Khasusay literature,
Chapter III = the Khaawsaw poetic form, Chapter IV = A content and Structural
Presentation, Chapter V-Comparative features of the ﬂpéawsaw and the Central
Thai Literature, Chapter VI = Summary.

These twenty = two stories were written approximately bctween DeEs

2300-2470. Eventually they belong to the Ratanakosin eras So far as the



poetic form is concerned, the Khaawsaw vere composed in a style both like
"Klon" and "Klong" with fixed rhyme schemes and coloxful tonal systeme
The Khaawsaw arc mainly narrative in character, except for onc piece, thaw
"Phya Phrom," which is descriptive of the poet's personal grief on the
Coss of his wifee.

There arc some stylistic features that show how some noxrthern poets
imitated the central ones. Yet the thaggaw possess their own wealth of

artistic expression and wisdoms.
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