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SPECTIAL ASEAN MINISTERIAIL MEETING
26-27 NOVEMBER 1971, KUALA LUMPUR
JCINT COMMUNIQUE

As agreed at their Meeting in New York on 2nd October
1971, a Meeting of Foreign Ministers of ASEAN countries was
held in Kuala Lumpur on 26-27 November 1971. The Meeting was
attended by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Indonesia, His
Excellency Tun Adam Malikj; the Prime Minister and Minister
of Foreign Affairs of Malaysia, His Excellency Tun Haji Abdul
Razak bin Hussein; the Secretary of Foreign Affairs of the
Philippines, His Excellency Dr¢ Carlos P. Romulo; the Minister
of Foreign Affairs of/Singapore, His Excellency Mr. Sa
Rajaratnam and the Special Envey of the National Executive
Council of Thailand. His Excellency Tun Thanaf Khomans The
Foreign Ministers'Meeting was preceded by a meeting of their

officials on 25th -~ 26th November 1971,

2o The Meeting was held in a very formal and friendly
atmosphere and was characterized by free and frank discus=-
sions in the spirit of regional cooperation and consultation

among ASEAN member countries.

3 The Foreign Ministers and the Special Envoy exchanged
views and discussed matters of mutual interest concerning
recent developments in the international situation as they

affect the region of South East Aéia.

b, The Foreign Ministers and the Special Envoy agreed to
continue to consult each other with a view to fostering an
integrated approach on all matters and developments which

affect the South East Asian region,.
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Se At the end of their deliberations, the Foreign
Ministers and the Special Envoy signed and issued a Declara-
tion in which they stated their determination to exert
initially necessary efforts to secure the recognition of and
respect for South East Asia as a Zone of Peace, Freedom and
Neutrality, free from any form or manner of interference by
outside Powers, and also stated that South East Asian countries
should make concerted efforts to broaden the areas of coopera-
tion which would contribute to their strength, solidarity

and closer relationship.

6 The Foreign Ministers and the Special Envoy agreed
that their concern for peace and stability should be mani-
fested through a Meeting /at, the highest level. They
accordingly agreed to/recommend that a Summit Meeting of
the Heads of State or Government of the members of ASEAN be

held in Manila at a date to be announced later.

e The Foreign Ministers and the Special Envoy also
agreed that they would bring the contents of their Declara-
tion to the attention of the other countries of South East
Asia and would encourage them to associate themselves with

the aspirations and objectives expressed in-the Declaration.

8. The Foreign Ministers and the Special Envoy also
agreed to establish a Committee of Senior Officials
initially of the ASEAN countries to study and consider what
further necessary stepé should be taken to bring about

the realization of their objectives. The Committee would

be convened in Malaysiae.

9. The Foreign Ministers and the Special Envoy expressed

their sincere appreciation and gratitude to the Government
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and people of Malaysia for the warm and generous hospitality

extended to them during the Meeting.

Kuala Lumpur

27th November, 1971
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PRESS RELEASE OF THE THREE-DAY CONFERENCE
at Baguio in the Philippines
22 June 1973

Senior officials from Indonesia, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Singapore and Thailand concluded their three-day
Conference at Baguio, in the Philippines on 22 June 1973,
noting that ''steady progress' had been made toward "the
realization of the Zone of Peace, Freedom and Neutrality in

Southeast Asia,."

The Committece of Senior Officials from the five
Southeast Asian countries began their meeting at Baguio on
20 June 1973, considered ways and means of implementing the
concept on the Zone of Peace, Freedom and Neutrality as

enunciated in the Kumala Lumpur Declaration of 27 November

1971.

Without disclosing details of their talks, the
Committee said in a communique that ''the Committee held the
view bhat a regional machinery for the pacific settlement of
disputes among the Zone countries was not only desirable
but necessary. It agreed on certain measures that may be
undertaken by parties to adispuite to achieve peaceful settlement,

prior to the estabilishment of the Zone."

On the Zone itself, the Committee of Senior Officials .
said it discussed the content and nature of the recognition
and respect of the Zone and agreed on certain expectations
of the Zone States from countries which would recognize and

respect the Zone.
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The Communique concluded that the Committee felt
"steady progress'" had been made toward ''the realization
of the Zone of Peace, Freedom and Neutrality" in the

Southeast Asian region.

Thailand was represented at the just-concluded
Meeting by Mr. Phan Wannamethee, Director General of the
Political Departmenf. Dr. Kosol Sindhavanond, M.R. Thep
Devakula, Chief of the Southeast Asia Division, and Mr.
Nitya Pibulsonggram, all of the Thai Ministry of Poreign

Affairs,
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OFFICIAL NOTES

PRESS STATEMENT
of the
Fifth Meeting of the Committee of
Senior Officials of ASEAN Countries
Bangkok, January 5, 1975

1. The Fifth Meeting of the Committee of Senior
Officials established by the Foreign Ministers of ASEAN
Countries in November 1971, was held in Bangkok from

January 3-5, 1975.

2. The Committee countinued its study on how to
bring about the realization of the objectives of the

Kuala Lumpur Declaration.

" 3, Following its deeision at the Fourth Meeting,
the Committee undertook a review of the work done at its
earlier meetings in formulating a " blueprint' for the
Zone of Peace, Freedom and Neutrality and felf that their

task is now in its final stages.

4, The Committee indentified certain topics which
remained to be considered and agreed to establish a working
group which shall, as a matter of priority, study and make
recommendations on the form and contentd of a document
embodying the underlying concepts of a Treaty of Amity
and Co-operation, procedures for pacific settlement of
disputes among Zone states as well as steps to be taken
to deter violation of the Zone and measures to be taken
in the event of such violation. The Working Group will

be convened in Bangkok in February 1975.
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5. The Committee will hold its next meeting
in Malajsia, at a date to be agreed upon later, to
consider the results of the study of the Vorking
Group with a view to submitting its recommendations
to the Foreign Ministers at the Eighth ASEAN

Ministerial Meeting in Kuala TLumpur.
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STATEMENT
by
H.E. Thanat Khoman
Special Envoy of the National Executive Council of
Thailand at the Closing Ceremony of
the ASEAN Foreign Ministers Meeting
Kuala Lumpur, November 27, 1971

Mr. Chairman:

I wish, at the outset, to express my genuine pleasure
in being back in this lovely and hospitable capital city and
my grateful appreciation /to the Government of Malaysia and
particularly its respected and eminent Prime Minister, for
hosting this highly significant ASEAN ministerial meeting
which followed the very useful ‘one held in New York last

month, under the Honourable Prime Minister's chairmanship.

Thailand wholeheartedly supports this format of
international meeting held in a congenial but serious and
businesslike atmosphere, free fromundue publicity, fanfare
and glamour. TFor the task which confronts us is of such
vital importance that we cannot and should not be distracted
by other less dedicated considerations. The paramount objective
before us is nothing less than the welfare and the survival
of our respective countries as free and independent nations.
That is why in spite of recent internal administrative changes
in Thailand, the Chairman of the National Executive Council,
Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn insisted that I should come
as the Special Envoy of the Council to attend this crucial

meeting. This is a measure of the importance my country
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attaches to the present ministerial meeting and to the policy
of regional co-operation in general which Thailand countinues

to support and to uphold.

That this meeting is important there can hardly be
any doubt., Where else can we find a meeting of five nations
which assembles Prime Minister of Malaysia, a current President
of the General Assembly of the United Nations, Dr. Adam Malik,
and a past President of the General Assembly, General Carlos
P. Romulo, Foreign Minister S. Rajaratnam of Singapore and
even a Special Envoy joining a ministerial meeting. This is
one of the rare case if not the first time that a Special

Envoy joins other Ministers at such a meeting as this.,.

Since we met in New York a few weeks ago, much has
happened on the international scene. Among the many momentous
changes there was the question of Chinese representation at the
United Nations which has now beéen resolved. As a result, a
whole new situation has emerged and has brought about repercus-
sions on the Southeast /Asian and indeed on the world-wide scene
which cannot as yet be accurately assessed. No doubt, the
tenuous threads and above all the fragile fabric of Asian
political life have been affected, for better or for worse,
by the historic decision at the United Nations, and the balance
of forces in Asia as well as in the world has been significantly
altered., Certain other realities have also been brought to our
attention since the arrival in New York of the PRC's delegation,
particularly by its first statement before the General Assembly
of the United Nations, Soon representatives of the PRC will be
attending such regional bodies as ECAFE in Bangkok and the Asian
Institute of Economic Development in Singapore, not to mention
all the various regional offices of the United Nations agencies

which are locafed in this area.
£
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While the presence of the PRC is becoming increasingly
prominent, other major powers show themselves to be less
preoccupied with external involvement or commitment. Another
great power, on its part, has menifested evident concern about
the possibility that the power vacuum left by the Western
powers in an area which is rich in actual and potential
resources may be filled to the detriment of its national
interests. That is why it has potably increased its activities

in economic and diplomatic as wegll as other fields.

The announcement of the forthcoming visit by President
Nixon to Peking is another indication of change, to which small

countries will have to adjust themselves as best they can,

Facing a succesgion of ‘important events and rapidly
changing counditions, ‘can the free nations of Southeast Lsia
which are concerned with preéervihg their freedom and independence
remain impassive and watch idly the changing circumstances
which may gravely affect their national existeﬂce? Or should
they calmly and courageously face the new situation and use
all the resources at their command to search for ways and
means to influence the coures of events in a direction that
will serve and satisfy their national interests and enhance
the prospects of achieving for Southeast Asia and its peoples
a lasting peace and a brighter future., As small and developing
nations, it will be ineffectual and perhaps even risky for us
to act singly. With this realization we have come, as close
friends and neighbours, to find a common approach to the

problems facing all of us.

Within the short few days that we have spent together
in a pleasantly relaxed atmosphere, and belying the gloomy
predictions of some prophets of ill omen, we have succeeded-

thanks to the harmonizing persuasiveness of our host, the



Honourable Prime Minister of Malaysia, to bridge our diverging
opinions and viewpoints. The agreement we have reached on

the joint Declaration is a glowing tribute to the pervasive
ASEAN mpirit. It is also an unmistakable realization that

the natious composing our organization are conscious of the
necessity, for their own sake and interest, to work together
in harmony and in effective co-operation while maintaining

and preserving their other international obligations and
commitments. In this joint effort and co-ordination, they
gain an increasing strength and can face with greater measure

of confidence the problems and difficulties which may lie ahead.

Although the joint/Declaration on the Peace, Freedom
and Neutrality of Southeast Asia may be a modest step in the
right direction, it represents, nevertheless, in the eyes
of keen observers, a highly significant milestone in the
history of this region. Undoubtedly, this will have to be
followed by many other landmarks if we want the road to lead
us to a future of welfare and stablity. 6 We shall have to
gain wider acceptance and support from other Southeast Asian
nations, as well as from the major powers. Many more
painstaking efforts will have to be made to overcome expectable
obstacles and setbacks. But the beginning has already been
mand and I have the impression that none of us would want
to look back until the ultimate goal is attained. Here in
this beautiful city of Kuala Lumpur, the cornerstone for
future Asian peace, freedom and neutrality has been laid,
it remains for all of us and those who will come after us to
build a worthy edifice to serve the well-being of millions

of our people yearning for peace, stability and progresse.
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