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This thesis is an analysis of the feasibility of the
Malaysian proposal for the neutralization of Southeast Asia,
covering the period from 1970 to 1979. The author feels that
the proposal is unique in the sense that it was initiated by
a country within the region itself in order to find a aolutiog
to the intra-regional sccurity problems. The main goal of
the p;'oposal is to make the entire region of Southeast Asia
free from any form of interference and competing interests
of the Major 'Powers, free from tensions, through the guarantee
of neutrality, independence and territo;'ial integrity by the
three Major Powers, the United States of America, the Soviet

Union and the Peoples' Republic of China.

This thesis explores the problems of neutralization of
Southeast Asia, the various attitudes of Southeast Asian

countries and of the Major Powers involved in the proposal.



The finding of the study is that the Malaysian proposal for
the neutralization of Southeast Asia under the Major Powers®
formal guarantee or what Malaysia calls the Zone of Peace,
Freedom and Neutrality is still a premature concept. It lacks
the support of the Major Powers since by committing themeclves
to a formal treaty by which the neutrality of Southeast Asia
is recognized, their freedom of maneuver will be limited,

At the same time, the ASEAN countries, the socialist countries
of Indochina and Burma do not feel that their freedom of

action shoul8 be limited.

In the author's view, the most feasible form of
neutralization is "self-neutralization'" which is a form of
permanent neutrality, whereby a given country declares by its
own free will to become neutral. While this form lacks the
formal guarantee of the Major Powers, it can be feasible if the

Major Powers recognize the self-proclaimed neutrality.
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