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# # 5380182322 : MAJOR HISTORY
KEYWORDS: MONOGAMY / FAMILY LAW / SEMICOLONY / MODERN THAI SOCIETY

SURACHET SUKLARPKIT: MONOGAMY IN MODERN THAI SOCIETY, 1870S-
1940S. ADVISOR: BHAWAN RUANGSILP, Ph.D., CO-ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF.
SUTHACHAI YIMPRASERT, Ph.D., 214 pp.

From the 1870s-1930s, the concept of monogamy started to gain
importance in the context of Siam’s rapid modernization in response to Western
imperialist threats. Ultimately, this led to the promulgation, in 1935, of the Civil
and Commercial Code, book V (family), which endorses monogamy, resulting in
the establishment of monogamous culture in the 1940s. This thesis investigates
the origins of the concept of monogamy through debates in the drafting process
of the modern family law and in various media channels. These debates sought
to transform monogamy into a symbol of Western modernity that could be
adopted in Siam in a way that would not contradict the traditional Siamese family

culture, which was largely polygamous.

This thesis proposes that there are three major factors that made
monogamy possible in Thai society. Firstly, it was due to the intellectual
framework that was guiding Siam’s modernization in the midst of Western
influences. Secondly, the encounter with Western imperialist threats forced Siam
to establish a modern family legal code according to Western standards. Finally,
monogamy was supported by the emergence of a middle class population that
tended to oppose the largely polygamous elite. Ultimately, although monogamy
came to be an integral part of the modern family law, the polygamous lifestyle
has not been completely rejected. In other words, the traditional family had been

transformed to better comply with the modern way of life.

Department:  History Student's Signature

Field of Study: History Advisor's Signature

Academic Year: 2013 Co-Advisor's Signature
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