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This dissertation aims to understand two important aspects of Jean
Jacques Rousseau’s political theory in Thailand: 1) the popularization of the
thoughts between 1932 and 2012; and 2) problems of interpretation of
Rousseau’s political theory in Thai political context. It employs the History of
Political Thought method to consider the application of Rousseau’s political

theory in the Thai political context.

The result shows that Rousseau’s political theory is one among the
earliest sets of western political theory that has been disseminated in Thailand
and has still been applied in Thai politics up until now. Rousseau’s idea was
firstly introduced in Thailand during a transition from absolute monarchy to
constitutional monarchy in 1932. From 1947 to approximately mid-1973, however,
Rousseau’s Political thought was prohibited in the country. From 1973 to 1976,
political theory of Rousseau had been temporarily revived before fading away
once again after 1976. During the forbidden period, Rousseau’s ideas were still
appeared in several political textbooks. However, in the present time especially
after the coup d’état on 19 October 2006, political theory of Rousseau has been
disseminated to several corners of the country once again as a tool to mobilize
mass political support. In the other dimension, the result also highlights that
Rousseau’s political theory has always been used in Thailand because it has beed
held that his idea can work best to rally mass political support. Rousseau’s
political theory is collectively understood that the voice of the people is the
voice of God. The misinterpretation of Rousseau’s political theory has occurred
unintentionally and intentionally from political mobilizers have taken an

advantage of Rousseau’s political theory for their political goals.
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This dissertation aims to understand two important aspects of Jean Jacques
Rousseau’s political theory in Thailand: 1) the popularization of the thoughts
between 1932 and 2012; and 2) problems of interpretation of Rousseau’s political
theory in Thai political context. It employs the History of Political Thought method to
consider the application of Rousseau’s political theory in the Thai political context.
The result shows that Rousseau’s political theory is one among the earliest sets of
western political theory that has been disseminated in Thailand and has still been
applied in Thai politics up until now. Rousseau’s idea was firstly introduced in
Thailand during a transition from absolute monarchy to constitutional monarchy in
1932. From 1947 to approximately mid-1973, however, Rousseau’s Political thought
was prohibited in the country. From 1973 to 1976, political theory of Rousseau had
been temporarily revived before fading away once again after 1976. During the
forbidden period, Rousseau’s ideas were still appeared in several political textbooks.
However, in the present time especially after the coup d’état on 19 October 2006,
political theory of Rousseau has been disseminated to several corners of the country
once again as a tool to mobilize mass political support. In the other dimension, the
result also highlights that Rousseau’s political theory has always been used in
Thailand because it has beed held that his idea can work best to rally mass political
support. Rousseau’s political theory is collectively understood that the voice of the
people is the voice of God. The misinterpretation of Rousseau’s political theory has
occurred unintentionally and intentionally from political mobilizers have taken an

advantage of Rousseau’s political theory for their political goals.
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“God makes all things good;
man meddles with them and
they become evil”

J.J. Rousseau, Emile or on

Education
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' Bertrand Russell, A History of Western Philosophy (New York: Touchstone, 2007), p. 700.
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1MINYNFUTITUAERS, 2521), TN 163.

> Alan Bloom, “Rousseau’s Critique of Liberal Constitutionalism” in The Legacy of Rousseau, ed.
Clifford, Orwin and Nathan Tarcov (Chicago: Chicago University Press 1997), pp. 145-146.

“AC Grayling, The Britannica to The Ideas that made the Modern world :The People,
Philosophy and History of the Enlightenment ,(Philadelphia :Running Press , 2008), p. 182.
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" Judith Shklar, Men and Citizens: A study of Rousseau’s Social Contract (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1969), p. 184.

® Patrick Riley, The General will before Rousseau, Political Theory. 2(1978): 485.
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* Terence Ball, James Farr and Russell Hanson (Edited), Political Innovation and

conceptual Change (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989)

% Patrick Riley, General will Before Rousseau : The transformation of Devin to Civic

(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1988)

2 Fygfinudizos “HOW THE RUSSIANS READ ROUSSEAU: 1762-1803” anevdstinandiswlvil
Humlade I‘Uiﬂg] Thomas Barran, Russia Reads Rousseau, 1762-1825 (Chicago: Northwestern
University Press, 2002)
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uineufiasiilufinsanluduvemauinisiles inmsedrsdsiivgidnsalunou 11
wndulas 7 nanfe wes annd saleldforudatudletudl 28 fquisu aa. 1712 fiuns
191 (Geneva) 1UuunsTEIETIILRNY Yo Badh jal (saac Rousseau) %aﬁgmmﬁu
wailleafifiavsauysalaungminsvenaiin unsavessalede ey wosuins (Suzanne
Bernard) Tuvasteiinvievessaleldmileanluanidies vilwsaludedlusgfiuaninudu uay
wadudutesuiunfléviesnanidensseusgvared udlureiiannfldluae wn
mo 1uded (Madame  de Warens) dafuauiisalelésumadissgainseidunandsdud
Tugrsnanilsaleldsunsinwainasiisodranaou deulufvawaud saleflddaauladn
Slosda”

nmsiwdiludsdeafidfiossadnvilialeldlunanaiediuinAavnsdsay
wnuelasenzinAalunguillazvens  (Philosophe) Tatufvinligalesufiondeuau
1 U il 1 3

' gateldBonnanusiansBinesaleludomiiisfostununguimadomessalenidu
LildasluluseaziBonograseusuudedila uddmivgiiaulalsyiadindevessaluetsazidont
aunsofinsandisduldan ande Anse. woAnfetuaugRsssues s annd sale. Inerinug
SgransumUnigin AneSIANEnT PNAINTAINTINeAY, 2553,

® Jean Jacques Rousseau, The Confession, translated by Derek Matravers (London:
Wordsworth, 1996), Book |, p. 28, 42-45, 77-79,85, 127,143,
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Hauniaifleseanyn Tasutuwsniisaledoutunasfivhlianidedodlunionqfuife
Aruderidieingimansuagineins (Discourse on Art and Science) Taanui3estuil
salolfdouduiiodsznianndoutssauvesaniuuvaiiosians (Academy of Dijon)
¥ am. 1750 melivhdeditedn mnufvihvesdauinernslavinlifasssuvessyud
Fundoianas (Whether the Sciences and the Arts contribute to the corrupting or to
improving morals?) Fsgalalafusearusidanisussmanssdl salafinanadunuiiiveides
Tuuatuaniiuit salsldsudalfanlveglunguuesmnillagerviognasiug deunlude.a.
1753 salaflddmsznamuisdniuninnmsinlsemanudswesanduuiaiion
09 meldteiFedlmii “exlsheduinnvesnulsivinfieniuluyuyed uazaulsivia
Feutududulunungsssueandeli” (What is the origin of inequality among
mankind, and is it authorized by natural law?) §ﬁI%‘1ﬂ§fﬂ’uﬂ1ﬂ%§7U‘dﬂmiﬂ'i%mﬂﬂ%’jﬂﬁ L1
fafunamd Siuduidedemuiidaniomlnoans eg1lsfing denansdsenia
ponimUsngisalslaildsumetalaqias® * winszdu audesiuiffauendesindunis
udsunsmadiesififigauea”

agalsd galedldsunmsmunulideuunanuluaduansiynsy (Encyclopedie,
ou dictionnaire raisonné des sciences, des arts et des métiers / Encyclopaedia or a
Systematic Dictionary of the Sciences, Arts and Crafts) 984 99 189 8836 A1aILU (Jean
Le Rond d’Alembert) uazfialss (Diderot) 1duussansnis ulisuvesyalaidsli
ansynsuluiaiuife Political Economy siemnnuvatflasunIsiiuiuenesnyian
a1sunsulud 1755 TngiSennuguilil Anuisesguiaiyd (The Third Discourse) 49u3uil
2 a ¢ a = A 1 & a dad o ‘:4' o G a0
Wufini@ervesududelunieindusunivedswnNgauoauyl duife 9uivedn
“Fyeu1Uszrnnu” “IONANN1TANSNI9NISKIBY (The Social contract or the principles of
political right / Du contrat social ou Principes du droit politique) Iﬂaﬂﬁu%uﬁlﬁgﬂﬁﬂﬂ
aa & ) & v oA a & =~ a A I3 Aaa
AnuluRouwwiy Ja.e. 1762 untundinu Sllnudnduniangaledodn \unuiiaiga

Z N Dent, Rousseau (New York: Rutledge, 2005), p. 13.

* anmmisiisalelaldfunsanteuisinssunsnsaissuuisaudeunuduiiaugae
41 auvfidesalevhiianinuesnisdadsznedi nudsunniuiudiosanusasldaunely 45
uit winuBsuvesgaledueddinasuaisfumszarudsutuitaesiuianuends 112 uih
Uspdtuilfifovadetodulivgulihsalelailifesnsasldsuneta wisaleflyauszasdfiaginint 3ansal
ﬁlﬂﬂuLLaSMayﬂﬂ’li‘uaﬂW’JﬂE‘iaﬂﬁ’j’]Qﬂﬂﬂ{jiyjigﬂﬂHi%sljlaﬂﬁ/l’lﬂ“ﬂmﬂ’]iﬂi%ﬂﬁﬂL%ENWJ’]&JLﬂ/i’]ﬂfu {los angeanng
ﬁﬂzyzywuiwﬁaLazqiiﬂiﬁmmauimﬁuasmm*m

* Leo Strauss, Natural Right and History (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1992),
p. 264.
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lugrausnanaudygussvian wasielialaaiuieenyn salegnlaufainmaudng
wazsgusUssmaniapduduunn wivduasiadndaduiuiseaeindsdafulsznie
pidnaulunaliemwenyn ludrunuresanildgnnisnisiiumis wazdialeed
gnlaaduny Finvesgalaldnnsegesiag Baluninlu saledwousseuddulunuiinieg
Junsziadedinlula.e. 1778 agrlsinnu mendsmandedialiuds 16 U anvesgalen

19 val a , = Ay va o ] I3
gnéresnlinumnimsusameas (Panthéon) lananangsun3a mananédreanlylindsndnaf
\Hounansgutaassasgr Sumanniuiuinanuanvessaleiuiidvinaddgyed1adase

miﬂﬁfquﬂu&l%ﬂmﬁ (French Revolution 1789)

2.1 @01925354%18 (State of Nature) 3ALSUAUNGBANTISIIBIVBLTELY

mssuduszuunguinadesessaleiy dnesdldlidsnsiiaueruieduin
ngunisidles viednAamansilosundyyussnauaunouqiine dufide Tnifa seud
(Thoras Hobbes Juazaayiu don ( John Locke) flagidudiucuidouvanarfienisium
annzsssuvivesuyuwdindutuls nsdunianiizdinalunisneasimieniuin

[

(Hypothetical) Tnsn1snenmsianunamsaiduudt duywdlildogluaneiiss vie
dspy uyudaziidnwaredails fanuuandafuneuiegludinuunntesudlvy  wndii
duilfiflefivsdumsssurAduniaiaesuywd ieasymilugussiundnmaniaidioses
uiazAL BnfeE Ty $1UTBs 80Ud 1389 “Leviathan” Idlausinnisdseeglusgiifiosd
ostlngilidasunaiarianadduiniinisdssegluannesssumaiauinamndnsuny
LA¥NIIAEDENITUNTY (Suffering and Violent Death) n3e iilefisdliiufadadiavie

Yaymunsusenisvesanizsssuradedsnunisifiosaunsaunleteunnssaunarilla egnelu

7N, Dent, Rousseau (New York: Rutledge, 2005), pp. 14-15.

ZN. Dent, Rousseau (New York: Rutledge, 2005), pp. 18-19. LLaSI‘Uiﬂ@J F‘jﬂ‘ffEJ ANKE.
dvanammgufnsiiiesetaes annd salenensu]iRvaniuaa a.a. 1789, daudians 40 (2552):
159-188.
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nudsuiFes “Two Treatises on Government” was9eviu doa LHudu™ ludiuvesaludy
FoesTvesan1izosIued (State of Nature) IdusngeyluauSestuiiaes (The
Second Discourse) vaaufidssznindseninunodaduniailosdians (Academy  of
Dijon) Tl 1755 melévite “exlshodunninvesnaiuluimnieunuluvyuyye uazmaiu
Zl/'m'%175/1/17217%21/&771/%]5551/7”5%?@Zl/?” (What is the origin of Inequality among men,

and is it authorized by Natural Law?)

annzsssuwRmuIuauInIsvesalsliulutiaiasuiuvesywdfenuiuioud
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aulanagyinisinuasidiieamale mremaliuywdiuiiiiesegrunerfeldsianigve
] a2 & 1 44' = = Y N
JumegvesyudluaniigsrsuidwdwsaluesgunndieiSsuisuivayedlugaiogly
[ IS A A 36 ¥ (% i al [ =
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A a

- < 1 t4 ' v aa o Sa 6 a
Soudutie leegalaliinanadn a1e3en13ansetinvesuyedluan1igsssuyAndaiy

** Jonathan Wolff, _An Introduction to political Philosophy (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 1996), p. 7-8.
“uUseeull Leo Strauss 19nanil3in “To understand Rousseau’s theoretical, one must

turn to his Discourse on the origin of Inequality.... This work (Second Discourse) is a work of the
greatest importance... The Second discourse is indeed Rousseau ‘most philosophic work; it
contains his fundamental reflections. In particular, the Social contract rest on the foundations
laid in the second discourse. So, the second discourse is decidedly the work of a philosopher”
Iﬂma Leo Strauss, “The crisis of modern natural right :Rousseau” in Natural right and History
(Chicago: The University of Chicago press, 1953), p. 264.

* ) Rousseau, On the Origin and Foundation of Inequality of Mankind, Translated by

G.D.H Cole, Op.cit,, p. 58, 71.

* Ibid., p. 53.
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ufifiadssdndntion wiomanudsiianladdn Asngmeandfamnsafiashliamiluge
anundld fomgiitvarnuazegedislaniodlifinuduiusiulas Jailianie
sssumivemywdLusaleiuisilinssuneituiuegraiivia sevdusseslfedinin
n&luntisde Leviathan veutn degalenarrinanmzuuuresseudiuduanefiuywdls
hanegludsauiifionsersssuudy” hilduywdluangsssuminueuAnuessaly wasis
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a 4 A « a | O 2 [ Y
dN1IL/ITUVININ MHHUEUI"\]LLG]LWENLiENL@IEJ’JLVI’]UUﬂﬂEJ n13UnUISNEIFILDY (Self-

. * 2 A g a a PN 1 ! ' X [ 1 A A
Preservation) @wiludsneinmnaulivessaleldla winaulwvaliasvimnegiaivenay
Shwdales winsinarugull 919gvilisAndvinluantadiadesniieuan1iesssueis
WUUREniugaud (an1easns1a/ State of War) inszlullonyuwdiugaunUninwnuesds
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a Y a
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a o a

DA a - a
SN UIBANUARTAAFINMINTTIUNR (Element / Innate Ideal) Nuuudluan1igsssuyi

" Ibid., p. 56.

* Ibid., p. 54.

*
“Self-preservation being his chief and almost sole concern, he must exercise most

those faculties which are most concerned with attack or defense, either for overcoming his prey,

or for preventing him from becoming the prey of other animals” I‘diﬂ(ﬂ Ibid., p. 58.



19

) N U A <

994 govduulifidunfe anuweniueniiulaiiounysdiieiu (Compassion) Jaluidie

vy
LRSS

Tuywdiidsiegngludmnau WWuensualnieruidniliesnaziiumiiugueswmulasu

mmnﬂsﬁmmu (an innate repugnance at seeing a fellow creature suffer)

| & wa A = ] 2 & a aq o ¢ <
9¢13l3fn 1w AuandRisesruasarsiveniulafiludwmldilunyvdvesdoen

4

o 39 ] = ¢ a o w = i
bYUNU LLG]ﬂWi‘I/IJJ‘HJUEJGH@Jﬂﬂ"]’J3’533115(1’1mﬂ@ﬂﬁ@ﬂlm%ﬁ@umiﬂﬂuﬂﬂﬁ@u%LWiW%'J'WlI‘LéUEJ

wantuiiauausatunsldgraiinlangsssuwIangt dluidunsieynnadulad au

91993 lasuUdunsanduAuNIguiY WeelaunsasAy  Auldussiuiuysdveden

] '
aaa

T¥nsAunmgvaraluunIuieniiaian (Rational Choice) fiddsfisnalanalde
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* d’ o a = [l 9Jd' I a
Auiueniula (Compassion)  1Jwasasinundn 3adululdlanayluug@semsion

? Ibid., p. 73.

“ John Locke, Two Treatises on Government (Alabama: The Library of American
Freedoms, 2000), Chapter 2, sec 6, p. 191.

i salglvimuddnyiu Compassion WNFITIINE1II “It is then certain that compassion
is a natural feeling, which, by moderating the violence of love of self in each individual,
contributes to the preservation of the whole species. It is this compassion that hurries us
without reflection to the relief of those who are in distress... sJuiiuueusr maruiveniiule
iuersualnusssumi FuiluiiieeansedunauguLssweInIsyausnINsnsefaLes (Amour De Soi)
voausiazyanaas armiiueniiuladasdeliAanisuntinsyusniugimunveaunve amuiueniiule
ssh biuywehiusuiesvoemaegauirmdnssauniuyndeineglasluidosiamdededdlaqiae” Tsng
Ibid., p. 54. pe81alsAn1ue15UalLUUCompassion ﬁhjﬁqul,l,iﬂl,ﬁﬂQWE]Gi@ﬂﬂiﬁﬁ]%ﬁﬂﬁl,ﬁﬂﬂ’ﬂuiﬁﬂ
(sentiment) Tiaggnitumedundslvegiamiuldlusnuazans viouuuaseunia wieruidnuuuiazgn

WanTu aunaneifu Sweetest Sentiment e fiundsegiuuaseuasild efla Compassion 7
salgnanindudwmusssueauasu innate idealvosuyudiagimualiuyudiurlaghilninsos
WieTlazdedaudoldfuamndnsunu Snvaziinandudafeatu wmmaufod (Practical Reason)
994 Immanuel Kant #udsiifidnsdasssuuazfufaimunliuyssiuiaulionsasdummule

Andrew Bowie , Kant’s Moral and Foundations, German Philosophy from Kant to Habermas
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(Cambridge: Polity press, 2007), pp. 30-34. uaﬂmﬂ‘f‘iﬁmﬁma]slé’%f‘u5w%wammﬂ§aiszﬂuﬁm
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‘Ujﬂﬂal,l,iﬂﬁﬁuwua%mmﬁ%wuwéﬁ%uagj (“Rousseau , first discovered amid the manifold human
forms the deeply hidden nature of man”) I‘diﬂ@ Ernst Cassie and James Haden, Kant ‘s life and

Thought (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1981), pp. 88-89. W&y Clifford Orwin and Nathan

Tarcov, The Legacy of Rousseau (Chicago: Chicago University press 1997), p. 46. NN@8Lau91921n
NUVBIAUY “Universal Natural History and Theory of the Heavens”

“ Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan, edited by C.B.Macpherson (London: Penguin, 1985), pp.
183-185.

2 John Locke, Two Treatises on Government (Alabama: The Library of American
Freedoms, 2000), Chapter 2, sec 6, p. 191.

43 I‘Uim@ J.J Rousseau, On the Origin and Foundation of Inequality of Mankind, Translated
by G.D.H Cole, Op.cit., p. 62.
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“)) Rousseau, On the Origin and Foundation of Inequality of Mankind, Translated by

G.D.H Cole, Op.cit,, p. 61.

“Ibid., p. 72-73, 79.
8 ) J Rousseau, On_the Origin and Foundation of Inequality of Mankind, Translated by
G.D.H Cole, Op.cit., p. 59-60.
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Cambridge University press, 1984), p. 255.

% JJ Rousseau, On the Origin and Foundation of Inequality of Mankind, Translate by
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*)) Rousseau, On the Origin and Foundation of Inequality of Mankind, translated by
G.D.H Cole, Op cit,, p. 116.
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1979), p. 212-213. W@y J.J Rousseau, On the Origin and Foundation of Inequality of Mankind,
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Political Philosophy ,(Cambridge Massachusetts :Harvard University press) ,2007 .p 199 ué Leo
Strauss WUaf1AanNa1331 Vanity 1Usag Leo Strauss, “The Crisis of modem natural right : Rousseau”
Op.cit., p. 270.
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) Rousseau, "On the Origin and Foundation of Inequality of Mankind" in The social

contract and Discourses, translated by G.D.H Cole (London: Everyman, 1993), p. 92.
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case that | should not have been free. This presupposes, indeed, that all the qualities of the
general will still reside in the majority: when they cease to do so, whatever side a man may
take, liberty is no longer possible” IUW@ J.J Rousseau, “The Social Contract, translated by G.D.H
Cole (London: Everyman, 1993), pp. 203, 276.
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The children, released from the obedience they owed to the father, and the father, released

from the care he owed his children, return equally to independence. If they remain united, they
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continue so no longer naturally, but voluntarily; and the family itself is then maintained only by
convention. This common liberty results from the nature of man. His first law is to provide for his
own preservation, his first cares are those which he owes to himself; and, as soon as he reaches
years of discretion, he is the sole judge of the proper means of preserving himself, and
consequently becomes his own master. ”I‘Um@ J.J Rousseau, “The Social Contract, translated by
G.D.H Cole (London: Everyman, 1993), p. 182.
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