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# # 5380198422 : MAJOR COMPARATIVE LITERATURE
KEYWORDS: SEXUAL DESIRE / LOVE / DEATH / SURREALIST CHARACTERISTICS /
POST-MODERN CAPITALIST SOCIETY / HARUKI MURAKAMI

CHATEKIDA CHARTWITTAYA: SEXUAL DESIRE, LOVE AND DEATH:
SURREALIST CHARACTERISTICS IN POST-MODERN CAPITALIST SOCIETY IN
HARUKI MURAKAMI’S NOVELS. ADVISOR: PHRAE CHITTIPHALANGSRI, Ph.D.,
177 pp.

This thesis is an attempt to explore and analyse sexual desire, love and
death in Haruki Murakami’s novels through the surrealist characteristics in order to

analyse the protagonist’s effect in post-modern capitalist society.

The research shows that the protagonists are affected from the post-
modern capitalist society. The surrealist logic points out that the space in post-
modern capitalist society is so fluid, and overlapping between individual’s space
and social space that the protagonists face with the individual crisis. It also
portrays that the protagonists try to understand themselves by using dream space

or their subconscious to live in previous capitalist society.

In terms of sexual desire and love, the protagonists use the surrealist
logic to explain their unexplained experience. The post-modern capitalist society
gives the promise that they will be happy should they follow the post-modern
capitalist society’ rule; however, they are betrayed and experience with the
alienation to their society and themselves. Moreover, sexual desire and love
recarding the surrealist logic are the implement to affirm the existence of the
protagonist, to help them learn about themselves, and to solve the problem

which they could not solve it in real life.

Concerning death, the protagonists could reach the continuity of their
identity which belongs to surrealist utopia and experience with the intimate’s

death or identity’s death to adapt to live in post-modern capitalist society.
Department: ~ Comparative Literature Student's Signature
Field of Study: Comparative Literature Advisor's Signature

Academic Year: 2013
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I would like to write about ordinary people in their ordinary lives, but |
would like to look at them in an unordinary, unconventional context.

You could say that perspective is somewhat surrealistic. (Mitsios, 2003)
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It is they (shadows/ghosts) who mourn and sob for the protagonist’s
emptiness. And it is they who are willing to try and help him.
Murakami’s ghosts are hardly subversive. Indeed, a case might be
made that they act as palliatives for the difficulties of reality. At the
same time, however, their existence suggests alternatives or at least

emendations to that reality. (Napier, 1996: 129)
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wawuadly fefiafiduldnanliin “lpostmodernism] is the erosion of the older
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Tudesnstutiaivesndsadln Sawaiaueimdsadslndiintulugienans
AmSTER 20 vdsanasaslanadad 2 §uqmaa (Malpas, 2005: 34) d@uafiduniauaingas
wé’aaﬁﬂmjLﬁm%(umu@J'ﬁ’msuunuﬁauqﬂwé’q FasuAntulutimdsasasalanadadt 2 ug
Lﬁﬂﬂi’]ﬂgiﬁLﬁuLﬂluﬁffﬂiu%ﬂﬁii‘w 1970 (Featherstone, 1991: 4) afidulaSanaig
wasadielnddnlunuliengands (Late Capitalism) widuldsuouwuwiAndsnaiiuiainin

\ATEgANERNS 135U e (Emest Mandel) lngyufisngavaauandliiun nmssngaes
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wswgawuulng Faduyuleursiiamniiauwainnuisnganou waziinUundsasnsiulan
A3afiaee (Roberts, 2000: 112)

anananbanrasadslrindedunasasnsiulanlaglaniza@insiulanasan 2 way

v o

Lilafulinvusgauenuinaingeadelnil winidadunlugiuwwiAnaildngnasdiaiy

Y

[y

1399N15 U AINUAIINUINIINYIFIE@RT AN ALULAT TUNISYINEIAS1N USLNaUNUNIS

UFudsusuuuuvesssuunuiisslugandsmynloadiiuunanvasadelvdanse

2.1.3 anvazaNAyvaInasale T

[

L3R 815739 (David Harvey) nan19929911au157u L5WUl (Jonathan Raban) 13au
wilsdoisea Soft city (1974) Idutisiaifaumliwaziiniisnismamedusesdym
Aa IS -d! ! [ I dy d‘ o ! « as a e‘” . o a

o3I LD Femrarfanandliiesniandn “Inadlutasuda” (postmodernism) fuiin
=3 e & ! | & o & = v a wa

Fuyn er53gnaninluriaiail druaniduwmievenisldvenanazssuulfuiRnisveenis
nanwazn1sUslaaingauddiviuinn Jadusewenisadedymzwaznnanval (image)
disadalildgnuuasensieandnuazyuduwignuusenmedanieuwasuiley (Harvey,
1989: 4) wavadulnddudeuludlagaseiuyuieugiuuulu Mdunisuilaniiede

AINNNAUNY

HINLANANIUIAII wuAakuUnasatslrlauFuNuSaULloanuwulAnasTalr

2

upndsaselnuflageiaunazinindarelmimeauiu vindvsmdsarelununilsdeatuln
Jafunmsaenideu (pastiche) wazn1slim1uan (depthlessness) asieluadanwazufis
a = o A a A ] P ¢ a & ¢ ~ a ¢
Heuvsenistnneludenuesiuld nsdaemalulagilugudnans danuasegee wavdaly

Y 9

=

Aa o [

nanmana vusdsnundiadelnivseneulusmunguaunidnvauzuansiaiy lidunils

1= a o

Weniaalrinisiianununelvil A9ty anuELAUTDIMIANaIaL s TNl NwULYD

(%
1

nsusnalu pnuliuidn anuliedieoneatudsiiluainaniennnssy NdaUfasises

! v a g g Y a a ! 1 [ Vo LY A o v
amdnilungulldesuiedsing q sgraduainavazlasunisseusuiieionily nas
adlmitndndSeuaiiounsugnivgaunuainiluiievesadelnideylviuainsasdnan
nIDAMITNIATaAULN Tnglan1zn1sEnnelundnn1ITNIIneImansLarUsuen 99159y

Juilesuaizonainguniiayingu (Harvey, 1989: 7-8)
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WU WA 093991809MaLANUATITNA9 NuRkuUrasatelrl wasiausssun1suslan

FelAuouleatuTEUUUTELRE 1M UULIY

derunulleuvasadelndiivuifaisesminuasaiuisundasiy ndnAeauaselala
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yuisuiiluszuuiasegialngaseunguliilaniuanvasvenasadelnifnnua1vesds

o

#9 9 Assegiiissneuen Wiliaumnenisly weranAgnaaveuaududyyy viiliiin
deruuslaafiounnndanned waiunsanaadududled diungusingnisaluuulmiviads
TavdarANNITITIaes Ussaunisalmssuiisesiunwuulml wasTausssunisuslaady
Juiiladdyvesderunuiisundsadsln dnvazdinainvesdiaunuioundsaiolvdidl
U ¥/ d‘ a :_’; v a o QII A a ¥ gj d‘l a [ d‘ o
Anududoudoulva nvsdadidnvaeinniloaTeniy N309ANATITR0INTUTIARS
I~ a v A d‘ -d’j -dl Id‘ 1 1 U Y

ansanatsduanuatelalaslidfuiuy niotsesvesiuinuulminbiviuou dudou
(%) 1 ‘g‘, Aa ¢ @ d’lj a = o a A v a [y =

Aauiundunesids wundaanyana swudeTausssuuiiaanduuslinadyyeiiie

@A I Ao = a A 4 a a [ A

MoUAUDIANNUTITAUINT NN YT aT Ny vdITaNTauTlnaddla g Anungnuys
Judyeys 1Wu nansual anusnifienauausinuUs1sauIIeIny AednwUEAInaIvinli
lanunsahumnAndatisnunesulvdnvausiazysingnisalvesdinunuisunasadelvla
dnvallasananvainileasilinnuddniuinlidtin uazisessilinssnememra uanm
NnunAndatisuilinnudfyiunssnemgrataraNuTanesuitoy wwiAndatouda
Liiiganasion1sfinwiazyianudilausingnisaliuundaielninufjiasisondamanuas
ANNATINTB sy mewain1sAnwdnvasmileaserudyysluwiilotsagieyin
ANl ERINInsual AN wazAuaeludsaunuioundiadeludliuindu dsas

aduseluitensld

2.1.3.1 Ysngn15aldadiass A21493991884 kazAuiulugueAd1u93ITIad

a a o [ o %7 N a o 'l
ANNIsINUIINgludsruiuuraaislnivuddsusdadiuanenuasawuvadelmin

a 1 1 1 a [ [ % 1 o A 1
b ILLUUDY LUulU@]’]ﬂJ@iiﬂ%L‘Viﬁ]Na LLGW’TJ’]NQ?QIU&Q@&ILLUUM@QﬁNEJIMN@JﬁﬂUﬂJSEJﬂMEJu

luaideu Wesannistrnudiryiuisouaivainuaignsilanaiuinal uenaini e

=

nasadiglmidaiiusngnisalvesnimaiouass (simulacra) Wazani1izaass (hyperreal)

YY)

rnledagiuinusssuusinndnde Wesrinanizaaseteaneninsd yysaudyeye
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HuaieBendianuads wu lavaniwansliifunentivunseloueiosiufiededsniy
andu uivsRnuidouamunial el utuiuaie (aned Sumnda, 2554;
303) Anuzdidnyae vt fiaisenumneiivadey enanumnevesdyrldnied
wituegfuuiundiduusng Ssfifeingvidedudn doistodudn iddailddeniouslaning
dudniilouselomildanslnonse undunisuslnadayne vieuslaaiodennununedmnys
nIngaudnii 9
Tuasensdldnanisnngmsnidsaesuaranuaieiaesiivsngtuludsaumds
aslelnal %aﬁmﬁuﬁ‘ﬁ’u%;ﬂmh’;miﬁﬁwumﬁ’ﬂﬁ’zyﬂumia%fw AUT3IR1A09TY uazyiile
mfmmeaifmiwd’mmmﬁaLLaz?aﬁUiﬂﬂgLﬁ@Wﬂﬂiﬂ (Featherstone, 1991: 3) wsana1ale
el ?iaLLazsi’fauuasdnmia%’Nmﬂm%qfﬁ’]aaasﬁu TuvaziirnueTediasaesivsngriugiv
"'muﬁiimWi‘U%T,ﬂﬂﬁ’?mqﬁuﬁﬂQﬂv‘fﬂﬁtﬂuﬂ’mm%aﬁi’wamLLaﬂuamazég’]ﬁq Tudenumuiiey

a Y =

yasaslelul do muasIT1ans warInadusFesiudnmetuduimusssuusinaegieaiin

9

LU

[V
a

& a Y = A Y = a . &

vail lupSensalananfmguiifeadiunimiadouass (simulacra) As NS¥UIUNIT
o . . = o . [ a 15 (K] a ao o = [
31804 (simulation) #303Ud1804 (image) 1udaszlivuadiunnuasinduitasmsoidy

Munuey lagiinszuiunisinass 4 Tuneuigiu (Baudrillard, 1994: 6) fg

Y

o < 1% a =1 = a = £ o
1) E‘U?\]']a’e]\‘]LﬂUﬂWWﬁ3V|@‘LHJ’EJ\‘]ﬂ’J'13Jﬁ]§\1 Tuguildanuasanse G]‘LJLL‘U“UE‘UR]']&@Q

Usngegdaau
Y

2) sUdaesladaldsuniadnuazreanudse luduilauasediusngegidou

TN
3) sUdaeslndenismeluvesanuats lnegudtaesiiaiiowiiiuefion1nuas

4) sydraesnaredunmadoussalaeduds Wiflanuduiusle 9 duanuluase §

WALUUIAD9 kTR U UUWINIU

Mnvguidiaetantliiiui drumasadelndonaduluiennaiousss insie

o . @ a = (% a v 4 =3 1
sUT1a04 (image) ansanasiluanuasadeieddasliddpdifuiuy uaghauildauise
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FunANATeivgUTIaes Juiliiseglulanvesnmiaiiouass Snstansldinalulad
AoufinmosABwhldAnmsuanivl waziinnsidsuuulruiiousssdiniiase Wuannzan
3 3 3
TunsenseonednssomsinsiediseiamiSeadmaiindunneiaiiouass nanedaneyi

U

vy i

wvenlvigiignanevihdudusssumnasniulifindesnesiueg nmdilsdadunmdiazadenin
P3aunszasannmausssu Wumsshassanmmiiouaseaunatoidudnass aunanle
ti’]L'%aaaé{hﬁﬂmEJLﬂumﬂm%wm;g’jmm/‘f’]ﬁ'Lﬂuﬁﬁmummﬂm%ﬂﬁﬁma JUAANSHIFaY
sgminsggrvlnsimiilasdugy (subject) uazlasiduggng (object) Fafunsaasan
Judsesnu (subject) wiodalu mdeiiaudlngsiml wilouruasiimeliuinszdols

naneLdusnansLauLeg (Baudrillard, 1994: 48-52)

=] = = °o w ¥ < a o =3 =
zwiuladn Feansuravuiunumddglunisasieanuduasdnasuuiunui
a =< a s & Ao °o w 1 v 1 & A

ANHA3Y SdBwnesilandunumdrAglunisunsnseanedeyadniansivluiiuiising q
PO UINUIBLaEANUTILTIUNISHEUNITaYAT12E75 TaBaUTuIagIETTILIUNIN

o v ¥ v v 1 <) °o_ o ! o = v Y 1 v Y v o
ibpuilaideyarnasluanudnduludauswads Wesndauidnilidlaidnsiy
Judunilsvasdemuninladliiandeyatnaisainie (Baudrillard, 1994: 79-86 §14lu

L@en 9839, 2550: 21)

03 W503dad Alom13a (Jean Francois Lyotard) Alddiasnzsitadeyatiaislu
derundsadelvdmeuiui doyavnasieulanuaumuasiaiesiiaveddiua Weswin
v ' = = o @ a oo o v & v | v @ ad ax
Poyainasivaisuludaududsiimlsla Snnsdeyaiiansduduitmuguuiawuds
il IngSguazgildunvenaldisendienisaiunuuiavu Yeyainianstudnunasadelvg

Suduedesiiovessiua (Lyotard, 1979: 65)

a o Ya ¢ [ a . 1 < a (% a

wIdUlAIATIEMT09veeA TR (reality) 11 AsnTuadsludsauyuiloy
wasadlnifienuudeunladly Fandudnyaziulsznmiwesinusssunasalislmife
maasusuvesnnudussalugnindneal (image) waziauuulniiuenuinesnainiiaiii
patdaslumuadu laganavihanudilavsingnisainnatariude lagisesalau

) ' = vl . . % a a ad

gNAIRENNIANYINTIRIIBN1T MTV (music television) Wudn Huslaniiiesdsidoniguen
Taglaanuisaidnfenunuiers s ouan Iaileaunnumdnnauainainiuiaue
(Featherstone, 1991: 5) uansliiiud auassludauuiunasadelvdliloate s

'
& A

1 v a 1 I 124 é{ 14 IS5 al a 5
wluoumesdnsely LLG]ﬁ’]ﬂJ’ﬁﬂQﬂﬁi?\‘isUuiﬂlﬁ Iﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁi}ﬂi%ﬁﬂﬂLW@ﬂ"ﬁ‘UiIﬂﬂ NYNAITY
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a

3efignadialunsenuasidnassiinandulisuialioudyyr Nlidnvusidoulna

v

Warsnwdaslumuu3uneng q wazdiamnsonataiurnuasadeies lnsanizdeuasdoya

Yansidunusadnansinatsuduanuas e ?iaLLaz%’aagaszmmié’aLﬂuﬁfmﬁuﬁﬂ

9

1Y

waziasesiiovassunanldmurnuinay vt drluesniidnvauzduiissnindnvel

iuLiigsanuvingMeueniiensianvseuslnausitiieadyysignitaue

(Y (% LS

yiuguanwal

[ a

danuuileundsadelnidudeauiiliaaud, \WenmisAuniig

[y |

melulaiddywinnmiinansliusing dauuisundsadelnidadudinuveininaiiousss

o

[ al'

Hdyrianassediuas waglidududouneidesiuauasaausly nsuslanlud e
nudeuvasaielmifnanedunsuilaauuudud-dgay (commodity-sign) vilidauuilan
AN NN IngauA wuin1suslaaduaieyssleildans vadymy aw

(images) kazaN1NN13aT1883 (simulation) gNUNNNTINAULALAUBNIUTBIUAINITIUAE

]
a 4 o

denaussanannaledudafeddu (Baudrillard, 1994: 75-78) wiiksAnuduiusvaq

8] [ v v fa o [ L4 s @ v [ [ A £
UYBEINNAYLUUANUAUNUSLIIA AN WE NHHEJLENﬂlG‘Iﬂﬁ"IEJL‘UUiTJ UEUSNADIABY LLATABY

L o ]

\WOURDAUAIAN 9 liead1eAunungliiuAULe

2.1.3.2 Uszgunisainissusizasnui

(% (Y ¢al

Aanlananuwdandnuyuivundsadelndiienudfydusudnuaning waz

& @ - a ogwd o v W = A o A A A A
Judinuvesnimiaiionass sibinunuuundsadelvaifinnufsuudasly Meiunluiion
Wugunssesiaawuiiessysuvisiiui vietunvedludumesilaiduannizaiaed

Lﬁuaﬁiz‘mﬂﬁuLLUULLﬁSﬂﬁ’]EJL%Uﬂ’J']ﬂJ"D%\‘iL@Q

v A A a o a o o 1 ¢ o v & A o
G]']UWUV]1UL§J@ﬂ%@\?ﬁ\iﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁﬂEJI‘VI@J ‘Uﬁga‘Uﬂ'ﬁmﬂ'ﬁi‘UiLﬁ@ﬂWUVﬂuaﬂﬂN

Y

yulsundsaislnddanuwandnsainiuinuvadelnl wesinnuiwuundsadeIndlile

v s

Y A A & A ! | Y A A A 19 v a
ig‘U:LWG]']lILLNu%L‘ViN@u‘WNWLL‘UULﬂW LU UNULAUN KRIDUOUU LW\I%EUW?QW?@?UaﬂUmT@Q

€ @

=

o1aslun1sinunuiliielilaaiduandide viliuszaunisainisfuiiuiivesgau
Wasuuadly waglinnudrdyegiusudnualmeusnillamusinniniuiiidudeyaly
wunii1 uenant Mufidsdidnuarliuiuey varnuansuazdudouundedu Wosaniud
annsausngivludnuazusssy fudy Auiluduneside Ssdsmalviiuiludnuuiey

pasaslnldugaund L wazdneran1zrai seazeiuseluseazduasaly
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widuenmegialsausuluuiiuiaes (Bonaventure) Naedwaulada ansgailsng
WawIeuliiguiuiunvesdenumasadislniii inswisuulaesiuinuywdasna nanife
Tsawsuluwnwresidnwaegnuan mnuesainaeuenazlidindulsusy wmsieing

naNHa Ui UNuaae 9 Tuides ldudanuenluanneiaisusiiulndifes Medllanvuy

anUnenssuuuvinavu Ao faudnlald uivaieriuigniouazieuluiluddn

A7 1 Tsausuluninuassauuenwarsulueang

(nmannhttp//www.eng.fju.edu.tw/Literary Criticism/postmodernism/examples/bonadventure.)

lw a

wonantl nunludiaunuileundsadelnidadiunumlunisavauivueianienig

WA UNVDIAY DNNINITBBNLUUNETUDIANT Il NYULARIEARINULYIIINA LT bid

=

o a v a4 v v a v o o P a | ¥ a =

eassnauadlumesuueduieinge Iduladeunazandneenwuuliauiuisuly
Wegluvinaassnaun e smuanIuANTANIILAENISIAROUNYBIAULNUTIALI A VLA
a d' = = v 2 = & A o a v W 1ol o w b
iAmnanisindeunvesnules Fauansbiviutsunludnuuileuvdsadelinaseudijauly

U d’l dl ! al
G]ﬂ@g’I‘H’N'Ju‘U’eNW‘uVILL‘W\‘iﬂ’ﬁUiIﬂﬂ

aa o o

NUNLVUT T TAUNTANWULNAUNATY AAUATANIILAZAA 18AFINULYIINA
% 1 o v d‘ v dy t:ll U C%3 1 1 U U v 1o 1 1 d'
Aanan viiauiin i luiiuiwuundsadelndlianunsadaneiesdvegdumviauwvisile
nzinlvaululanndsadelniiinn1zuasn (lost in space) Iz NUNLUURS el

PRV 1 g Ao % ) ° ' = Y o
wenauidlueglununiuaninuindensenaindu Mlvldaunsaenlosnutaadiiy

d' I~ a v d! a o a dy al' (v LY |aglj| « 9

anuiluanuluasads JaafiduSvniuiiuuunasadeludiiin “hyperspace” (Jameson,

1998: 11-16)
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LShUUNAMNDNpIwUUMAsETE VN Mnwenilssndsatilrdluissidnwasinilou
WNNNA W38T MRINTLATDVI8NANNTAWINUY kianwazLlaananaInauludaudunus

fofu nsduduanunannaunseyinddelafoudnedasy vazfeIiu ondnuaivadnay

U

unpangavgu weulva wavlanwieanudenisuasiunuinis nanlaiiiisnteidgyli

]

U =

drudenguiuudin senuuudndnualvewmuesiteuenimuules fauaunsauiuaoy
afaassrislediidinfunulesls egnslsAnuiilofisasnveaies eafdnsougausdonis
Favnalegauneneuimundndnualvewmutuiy nefian Wesdandusaz Judeves
ATNE 1ENAR PmzLeeneL wariuietunduatlBanindesiisrysumiddluunui
waradd uendnd isuvudsnanidniadiesiitanguiduiviligaunamisegluamang

Youiled Madsesonsgadsrnuduiusiuauau 9 Tuade (Harvey, 1989: 5-6)

& A d o ad A = ~ a 1% ]
u@ﬂﬁnﬂwumi‘ULmaqENMWUV]LL‘U‘UIVil@ﬂE‘ULLCUCUVUQSU\EILﬂumamqﬂqﬂﬂqqmﬁ]i@ A1INUN

v = - o O A a ¢ @ o o g vy L A
manalulagaunisdeaisiaseunauluimilan dufe Bumesile Nvilvidauluiunied
wslnaduanunsaAnseiuliunuazdunauiui vilvsseerineseniteiuignaaigaieainy

< [J P [ LY ! o A v o X 4 =g
Tn5veian wasvinligaululanuasadelvdniiuzesleswmueadiiuiuiuuuluaiine

\Wunu (Harvey, 1989: 201-210)

wansliiuiuiludenunuisundsadelnifinrnudangu vainvane dudeu uay
iiesantsnai geuiednduseswihnnudiladiuwuil (cognitive mapping) lanizaes

4 v p . & XX oy o e e
AuledliloaiinNwellessE e waziiun wenanil wuiluderuyuilsundeadell
@ U U v 1% = A O N o = ' o § v - A
faunnganuanaudeuldivediiad nanfe wiileswsidnuvauzdangu vnlvgilowiniles
Ualenalviauiiianuuwansisvainraigauisausuudsulayoanhuusnan valuenules
Ieanudeenisiiunisusinaingduai wivazifeaiu Weshldlidalenalidaueanuuy

v v L4

ivundndnuaivewmulaagawiase uiawedndnuaiwazsunuunslidinunlvgauludany
Wunsuilaningduddsdinmumnedygzituaniuingdud msidenuilaningdudile
JananedumsuanseenisdnanuaiuazgUuuutin dpuuileuvasadelmidauansliinug
msaseudgauliinnegluinuueanisuilaa silhilesiidnvaslidsainunsnedialdli

AUVaIN wazviaanisegluiuiveinisusiaaludenuvuisundadelv



29

2.1.3.3 depsyuilguviasasie nsinuiasssunisusing

Failenanunudiin dseuvuieundsadelmignloadiuausssunisuilaregis
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2554: 194-195)
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wimnefeeuanuiianedudniuianssueudng wu gesalluinieu sueudiassd v
A 1Judu nanhsdsnaneduduiiaiugnavinssiul o fdiesesiunisvenedalni
yosmswannuUyuien (aud vawes, 2554: 37-38) guiulédn narivdadunandnan
depunuilougramnssulaiunumnsegulninusssunisuilaaludsauyuiouurveng

sonly vaeiieiu nariheilagniiinaneduduimeuiu
2) MsuslaaingduaiienauauaAUUIITOUINITINUETTY

ludsnuvasadielvg gaulinnuduiusivlassaiiindvesssuuyuiisunsediay
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The current phase of over-supply of symbolic goods in contemporary
Western societies and the tendencies towards cultural disorder and
de-classification (which some label as postmodernism) is therefore
bringing cultural questions to the fore and has wider implications for
our conceptualization of the relationship between culture, economy
and society. This has also led to an increasing interest in
conceptualizing questions of desire and pleasure, the emotional and
aesthetic satisfactions derived from consumer experiences, not merely
in terms of some logic of psychological manipulation. (Featherstone,

1991: 13)
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SURREALISM, noun, masc., Pure psychic automatism by which it is
intended to express, either verbally or in writing, the true function of
thought. Thought dictated in the absence of all control exerted by
reason, and outside all aesthetic or moral preoccupations. (Waldberg,

1997: 11)
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The area had changed markedly from the old days. Of course, those
“old days” were only four years back, as I've said, so most of the
places | frequented were more or less the same.The local atmosphere
was basically the same as well, but signs of change were everywhere.
Stores were boarded up, announcements of development to come
tacked over. A large building was under construction. A drive through
burger stand and designer boutiques and a European auto showroom
and a trendy café with an inner courtyard of sara trees — all kinds of
new establishments had popped up one after the next, pushing aside
the dingy old three-story blockhouses and cheap eateries festooned
with traditional noren entrance curtains and the sweetshop with a cat

lay napping by the stove. (Murakami, 2003a: 30)
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L’Hotel Dauphin represents a wholly new development in quality city
center lodgings, the brochure stated. Complete with the latest
conveniences and full twenty-four-hour services. Our guest rooms are
spacious and sumptuously styled. Featuring the finest selection of
products, a restful atmosphere, and a warm at-home feeling.
Professional space with a human face.

Indeed, this was a very well turned out hotel. A big shopping arcade in
the basement, an indoor pool, sauna, and tanning salon. Tennis
courts, a health club with training coaches and exercise equipment,
conference rooms outfitted for simultaneous translation, five
restaurants, three lounges, even a late-night café. Not to mention a
limousine service, free work space, unlimited business supplies
available to all guests. Anything you could want, they’d thought of
and then some. A rooftop heliport? (Murakami, 2003a: 27)
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He [Gotanda]’s pretty much gone on Judie Cleopatra, too. But he’s
not the only one who’s crazy about Jodie Cleopatra. There’s a dark,
dark Arabian prince who’s burning with passion for her. He’s so in love
with her that just thinking about her is enough to make him dance.
The role is tailor made for Michael Jackson. He’s crossed the Arabian
sands all the way to Egypt for her love. We see him dancing around
the caravan camp fire, shaking a tambourine, singing “Billie Jean.” His
eyes gleam in the starlight. So of course there ensues a major face-off
between Michael and my classmate, our swim instructor. A rivalry

between lovers.... (Murakami, 2003a: 72)
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“I' was born in Japan, went to Japanese schools, grew up playing with
Japanese friends, Emotionally | was completely Japanese, but by
nationality | was a foreigner. Technically speaking Japan will always be
a foreign country. My parents weren’t the kind to be strict about
things, but that’s one thing they drummed into my head since | can

remember: You are a foreigner here.” (Murakami, 2002: 174)
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“Pianists whose technique was worse than mine, and who didn’t
practice nearly half as much as | did, were able to move their
audiences more than | could. [...] | understood - that something was
missing from me. Something absolutely critical, though | didn’t know
what. The kind of depth of emotion a person needs to make music

that will inspire others, | guess.” (Murakami, 2002: 173)
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“The thoroughly lovely, neat-as—a—pin town now seemed narrow-
minded, self-righteous. The people were friendly and kind enough,
but she started to feel an invisible prejudice against her as an Asian.
The wine she drank in restaurants suddenly had a bad aftertaste. She
found worms in the vegetables she bought. The performances at the
music festival sounded listless. She couldn’t concentrate on her
music. Even her apartment, which she thought quite comfortable,
began to look to her like a poorly decorated, squalid place. [...] The
phone would ring at night, and she’d pick it up. “Allo?” she’d say. But
the phone would go dead. [...] She had trouble sleeping, and started
taking sleeping pill. Her appetite had gone.” (Murakami, 2002: 160)
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“Miu remembered her father taking her to an amusement park once
she was little. She could remember even now the scent of her
father’s tweed coat as they rode the whirling teacups. The whole time
they were on the ride, she clung to her father’s sleeve. To young Miu
that odour was a sign of the far-off world of adults, a symbol of

security. She found herself missing her father.” (Murakami, 2002: 161)
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“With me locked inside the Ferris wheel, he did whatever he wanted
- to the me over there. It’s not like | was afraid of sex. There was a
time when |  enjoyed casual sex a lot. But that wasn’t what | was

seeing there. It was all meaningless and obscene, with only one goal
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in mind — to make me thoroughly polluted. Ferdinando used all the
tricks he knew to soil me with his thick fingers and mammoth penis -
not that the me over there felt that this was making her dirty. And in
the end it wasn’t even Ferdinando anymore.” (Murakami, 2002: 170-

171)
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“| loved the process of starting from scratch, creating something,
seeing it through till it was absolutely perfect. It was absolutely
perfect. It was my bar, my own little world. Could you find this kind of
happiness proofreading school textbooks? No way.” (Murakami, 2003b:
61)
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“Now | love my job. You know, sometimes my bars feel like imaginary

places | created in my mind. Castles in the air. | plant some flowers
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here, construct a fountain there, crafting everything with great care.
People come in, have drinks, listen to music, talk and ¢o home. They
are willing to spend a lot of money to come all this way to have
some drinks — and do you know why? Because everyone’s seeking the
same thing: an imaginary place, their own castle in the air, and their

very own special corner of it.” (Murakami, 2003b: 92)
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“Something about you.” | replied. ‘A certain air. Like you’'ve been
gone for sometime far away.” She looked up at me. And nodded.

)

‘Hajime, for a long time I've...” she began, but fell suddenly silent, as
if reminded of something. | could tell she was searching inside herself
for the right words. Which she couldn’t find. She bit her lip and smiled
once more. ‘Anyhow, I’'m sorry. | should have got in touch with you.
But | wanted to leave certain things as they are. Preserved, so to
speak. Either | come here or | don’t. When | do come here, | do. When
| don’t I’'m somewhere else.” (Murakami, 2003b: 147-148) (Murakami,

2003b: 147-148)
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“Everything disappears some day. Like this bar — it won’t go on for
ever. People’s tastes change, and a minor fluctuation in the economy
is all it would take for this to go under. I’ve seen it happen; it doesn’t
take much. Things that have form will all disappear. But certain

feelings stay with us for ever.” (Murakami, 2003b: 93)
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“An outsider would probably have said we had an ideal life. Certainly
| was convinced of it at times. | was enthusiastic about my work and
was making a good deal of money. | owned a four-bedroomed
apartment condo in Aoyama, a small cottage in the mountains of
Hakone, a BMW, a Jeep Cherokee. And | had a happy family. | loved
my wife and my two daughters. What more could anyone ask for? If,
say, Yukiko and the children had begged me to tell them what they
should do to be even better to me, to be loved even more, there
was nothing | could have said. | could not imagine a happier life. But
since Shimamoto had stopped coming to see me, | was stuck on the

airless surface of the moon.” (Murakami, 2003b: 136)
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“I'have a family, a job, and no complaints about either. You could say
I’m happy. Yet I’ve known ever since | met you again that something
is missing. The important question is what is missing. Something’s
lacking. In - me and my life. And that part of me is always hungry,
always thirsting. Neither my wife nor my children can fill that gap. In
the whole world, there’s only one person who can do that. You. Only
now, hen that thirst is satisfied, do | realize how empty | was. And how
I’ve been hungering, thirsting, for so many years. | can’t ¢o back to

that kind of world.” (Murakami, 2003b: 157-158)
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“Because memory and sensations are so uncertain, so biased, we
always rely on a certain reality — call it an alternate reality - to prove
the reality of events. To what extent facts we recognize as such really
are as they seem, and to what extent these are facts merely because
we label them as such, is an impossible distinction to draw. Therefore,
in order to pin down reality as reality, we need another reality to
relativize the first. Yet that other reality requires a third reality to serve
as its grounding. An endless chain is created within our consciousness,
and it is the maintenance of this chain which produces the sensation
that we are actually here, that we ourselves exist. But something can
happen to sever that chain and we are at a loss. What is real? Is reality
on this side of the break in the chain? Or over there, on the other

side?” (Murakami, 2003b: 176)
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“l' was in the midst of becoming something new. Standing in front of
the mirror, | could see the changes in my body. At night, in the
stillness, | swore | could hear the sound of my flesh growing. | was
about to be clothed in a new self, about to step into a place where

I’d never been.” (Murakami, 2003b: 186)
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“Apart from a few useful meetings with colleagues, we had had
almost no relationships outside the house in the six years since our
marriage, but instead had lived a withdrawn sort of life, just Kumiko

and me.” (Murakami, 1998: 180)
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“Here in the darkness, with its strange sense of significance, my
memories began to take on a power they had never had before. The
fragmentary images they called up inside me were mysteriously vivid
in every detail, to the point where | felt | could grasp them in my
hands. | closed my eyes and brought back the time eight years earlier

when | had first met Kumiko.” (Murakami, 1998: 222)
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“It was the strangest thing not to be able to see my own body with
my own eyes, though | knew it must be there. Staying very still in the
darkness, | became less and less convinced of the fact that | existed.
[..]1 felt as if a fierce and wordless tug-of-war were going on inside
me, a contest in which my mind was slowly dragging my body into its
own territory. The darkness was disrupting the proper balance
between the two. The thought struck me that my own body was a

mere provisional husk that had been prepared for my mind by a
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rearrangement of the signs known as chromosomes. If the signs were
rearranged yet again, | would find myself inside a wholly different

body than before.” (Murakami, 1998: 230-231)
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“I think you are Kumiko. Because then all kinds of story lines work
out. You kept calling me on the phone from here. You were trying to
convey some kind of secret to me. A secret of Kumiko’s. A secret that
the real Kumiko in the real world couldn’t bring herself to tell me. So
you must have been doing it for her — in words like secret codes.” She
said nothing for a while. She lifted her glass for another sip of whiskey,
then said, ‘I wonder. But if that’s what you think, you may be right.
Maybe | really am Kumiko. I'm still not sure, though.” (Murakami,

1998: 576)
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“I slept with many other men. Too many to count. | myself have no
idea what caused me to do such a thing. Looking back upon it now, |
think it may have been my brother’s influence. He may have opened
some kind of drawer inside me, taken out some kind of
incomprehensible something, and made me give myself to one man

after another.” (Murakami, 1998: 602)
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“Soon | no longer know if what I’'m following is a path or not. It looks
like a path, is shaped like one - but then again it doesn’t, and isn’t. In
the middle of this stuffy, overgrown greenery all definitions start to get
a bit fuzzy around the edges. What makes sense, and what doesn’t,

it’s muddled up.” (Murakami, 2005: 394)
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here would have to be me. So maybe I’'m just frichtened of my own shadow.”
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“I'don’t want to be at the mercy of things | can’t control. I’ve already
murdered my father and violated my mother-and now here | am
inside my sister. If there’s a curse in all this, | mean to grab it by the
horns and fulfill the programme that has been laid out for me. Lift the
burden from my shoulders and live-not caught up in someone else’s

schemes, but as me. ” (Murakami, 2005: 416)
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“Alone in such a dense forest, the person called me feels empty,
horribly empty. Oshima once used the term ‘hollow men’. Well,
that’s what I’ve become. There’s a void inside me, a blank that’s
slowly expanding, devouring what’s left of who | am. | can hear it

happening, I’'m totally lost, my identity dying.” (Murakami, 2005: 417)
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“The boy named Crow stabbed at the mouth these words has come
from. [...] Crow tore at the man’s tongue, grabbed it with his beak and

yanked with all his might.” (Murakami, 2005: 468)
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“Are you my mother?’ I’'m finally able to ask.

“You already know the answer to that,” Miss Saeki says.

She’s right — | do know the answer. But neither one of us can put it
into words. Putting it into words will destroy any meaning.” (Murakami,

2005: 476)
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question remains unanswered, however. Which me, on which side of the mirror, is

the real me?” (Murakami, 2002: 172)
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“Sumire wanted to be like a character in Kerouac novel — wild, cool,
dissolute. She’d stand around, hands shoved deep in her coat
pockets, her hair an uncombed mess, staring vacantly at the sky
through her black plastic-framed Dizzy Gillespie glasses, which she
wore despite her 20/20 vision. She was invariably decked out in an
oversized herringbone coat from a second-hand shop and a pair of
rough work boots. If she’d been able to grow a beard, I’'m sure she

would have.” (Murakami, 2002: 6)
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“So | didn’t resist when she started feeling me all over, or when she
stuck her tongue inside my mouth. It felt strange, but | tried to get
used to it. | let her do what she wanted. | liked Sumire, and if it made
her happy, | didn’t mind what she did. But my body and my mind are
two different things. A part of me was happy that Sumire was
caressing me so lovingly. But no matter how happy my mind was, my
body resisted. It wouldn’t yield to her. My heart and my head were
aroused, but the rest of me was like a hard, dry stone. It’s sad, but |
couldn’t help it. Of course Sumire picked up on that. Her body was
flushed and gently damp, but | couldn’t respond.” (Murakami, 2002:
128)



971

nunsualluanndsnaieilidiazasdeseninfiegldenadrfiedinuveaiu
waziu Jauinlaleviuiiiudisetuylisrazidnfsetuuaziluiousumsgnivy wianarie
& | & Y & 1 A 1Y) a a P ) A
ﬂLUiEJ‘ULLﬂLUuIaﬁSVINﬂaJJE]UaﬂHmLﬂjuLﬂﬁl’JﬂUﬂ’l’Jmﬁma‘ijuﬂ LL&Jﬂmaﬂumumaaulﬂmu
laasangd wedlng o gadenu wiwissadudiieann dndslandes Wumsluliganung
witlaalAsARTNLTUATIREN e UTEATe a1 lalaRuusedntNe weLeL AW

Aranudnganuuaeama Taanerdneinednaundiazgninilvg

“And it came to me then. That we were wonderful travelling
companions, but in the end no more than lonely lumps of metal on
their own separate orbits. From far off they look like beautiful
shooting stars, but in reality they’re nothing more than prisons, where
each of us is locked up alone, going nowhere. When the orbits of
these two satellites of ours happened to cross paths, we could be
together. Maybe even open our hearts to each other. But that was
only for the briefest moment. In the next instant we’d be in absolute
solitude. Until we burned up and became nothing.” (Murakami, 2002:

129)
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“In the world | grew up in, a typical family had two or three children.
My childhood friends were all members of such stereotypical families.
[...] | happened to be one of the unusual ones, since | was an only
child. I had an inferiority complex about it, as if there was something
different about me, that what other people all had and took for
granted | lacked. | detested the term only child. Every time | heard it, |
felt | was missing something — as if | wasn’t quite a complete human
being. The phrase only child stood there, pointing an accusatory finger

at me. “Something’s missing, pal,” it told me.” (Murakami, 2003b: 4)
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“Of course | love them. Very much. And | want to take care of them.
But something’s missing. | have a family, a job, and no complaints
about either. You could say I’'m happy. Yet I’ve known ever since |
met you again that something is missing. The important question is
what is missing. Something’s lacking. In me and my life. And that part
of me is always hungry, always thirsting. Neither my life nor my
children can fill that gap. In the whole world, there’s only one person
who can do that. You. Only now, when that thirst is satisfied, do |
realize how empty | was. And how I’ve been hungering, thirsting, for
so many years. | can’t ¢o back to that kind of world.” (Murakami,

2003b: 157-158)
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“What | want to convey to you is the fact that my body was a virtual
sample book of pain. | experienced every pain imaginable. | began to
think | had been cursed, that life was so unfair. | might have been able
to go on bearing the pain if other people in the world had had
to live the way | did, but they didn’t, and | couldn’t. [...] it made me
so sad | couldn’t stop crying. Why me? Why did | have to be the one
to bear such a terrible burden? | wanted to die then and there.”

(Murakami, 1998: 92)
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“A life without pain: it was the very thing | had dreamed of for years,
but now | had it, | couldn’t find a place for myself within it. A clear
gap separated me from it, and this caused me great confusion. | felt as
if | were not anchored to the world - this world that | had hated so
passionately; this world that | had reviled for its unfairness and
injustice; this world where at least | knew who | was. Now the world
had ceased to be the world, and | had ceased to be me.” (Murakami,

1998: 99)
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“The pain was almost impossibly intense, as if my physical self were
splitting in two from the inside out. And yet, as terrible as it felt, | was
writhing as much in pleasure as in pain. The pleasure and pain were
one. Do you see what | mean? The pain was founded on pleasure,
and the pleasure on pain. | had to swallow the two as a single entity.
In the midst of this pain and pleasure, my flesh went on splitting in
two. There was no way for me to prevent it from happening. Then
something very weird occurred. From between the two split halves of
my physical self came crawling a thing that | had never seen or

touched before.” (Murakami, 1998: 300-301)

nnsuainAnTusEnIesaiulululdlYanudonsniang ATRII8UIN1SNg

wnee lifianusdnynane aaeiilulugndeuinsmanauiililafinaudoinismane ws

'
= = a

v a [ A o o a a a & o =
L"U'W]'E]\Tﬂ']ﬁﬂ'J‘Uﬂimﬂile?LﬂﬂJ@ummqﬂUﬂNIﬂg I‘lﬂUﬁﬁNﬂﬂa\‘WlL?J']ﬂ@l'l']l,ﬂum?mu%@ﬂﬂsm']

9

a ol = V) ¢ a a A v [ a = 19
RRIAEY LLG]a\TV]IuIUEWQ@@ﬂN']ﬂa']EJL‘Uuamaﬂwmwa@ﬂ%aﬂﬂﬁmqwblﬁﬂjqﬂzaﬂ AIRNNINIDANY

31NN15AIVANVBIIULUT

AUIsualRanaIAntunelaa nyuzinileasIinatdsilienassunelanie

v

anwarLuUaNase it nunsualludnvazmiloasviliiiuiyaealiladdnuniased

a I

dnsieluludsrunuilvundsadelvy WWenuaraldagnaiuaudnnistinlaedapuyudey

(%
v W v v o

wasadelnaidantangnuua yrradddiluniaferfuimnuretnues neduinliyana

[

YY) 1% a } 4 [ 6 | v Y & Y A 1% a =
LL‘UaﬂLLEJﬂﬂUG]’]G]‘L!‘U@QG]‘L!L@\‘iLL@S@@QLiﬁlugamaﬂwﬂﬂ,%w%hﬂﬂL‘U‘LlEﬂLaaﬂL@ﬂﬂ’JEJ AINT



110

l ay @

nanesduaull fdndnwallul Tutisusniseldaunsaniuausiinieuazanuidnla weddn
asvantliiifousetudla uidusefdoswouiuiisedsndnuwalluiifusndnuaifiany A
Wisuailouussydusihaaideadudunnumiieies wgnnsaliniioasadsnaniiie
?Tuﬁ’m%mLLam‘LﬁLﬁuﬂwmumﬂﬁﬁﬁ@mwmé’munuﬁawé’mﬁﬂmﬁuau@i"}é’q;iyﬂﬂ%u’q
udnsaaniyanaansassarumnglnlldiane duduiiaiamisadnuaifiudeunadly
AADALIAN 114‘171'514ﬂﬂa%aﬁé’ﬂwmﬂaj@hwWﬂﬁm@zﬁiﬁﬁmwmmama‘lu wazlidarunune
uiTlusfosuTTgaumIneies aenadesfudnuuzvesnuludinumuioundaislifiii
Sndnunivesyrratuanguidoulva uardimumuisumdadiolnllimdyahfauaunsn
deonjunuutinuazeenuwuudndnuaivesnuldniudenis uidnvuzmiloassiuanslidiy
udrindseunuisameiemmuaundnuaivesyaradautuilulusineemauan Sndnual

a
VNATAN

&l | ~ o a a AR ) = o o= v
nansuainUsnglululugAsdaiunAnindudmuvesersaly windufsdiunls
Ve 0§ ¥ o ) P Ve P A Yy & 1 v w ¢ M ya =
Ausanivinlvasmnduinianuidnladnass wandliiuingnanualvesuyudlilafinis
= dycu [ 6 & =] [~ r-#! a [y r-:ll s.ldl
Wea uenanilonanwaldilidanuluennmuianes sizamnsalsuasuldlaney o
1R8N IR NYAUNAILVBIATANNINNUAT ABIlFANUNLNEWALUTENaUAS1IAINUALIELD
v A ~ § v & | o P a o = v = o &
wean il Juiadddasandusmsanaidluluindrdnvesdu Atnndasenaueadndy

laLniin193n ueasldisiiadelewaznsnanwalludliniuasen

“She believes that by passing the minds or egos of a variety of people
through me, she will make it possible for me to obtain a firm grasp on
my own self. Do you see what | mean? It works for me as a kind of
vicarious experience of what it feels like to have an ego.” (Murakami,

1998: 309-310)
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(Murakami, 1998: 306)
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“My brother, Noboru Wataya, did exactly that to my sister many years
ago, and she ended up killing herself. He defiled us both. Strictly
speaking, he did not defile our bodies. What he did was even worse
than that. The freedom to do anything at all was taken from me, and |
shut myself up in a dark room, alone. No one chained me down or
set a guard to watch over me, but | could not have escaped. My
brother held me with yet stronger chains and guards —chains and
guards that were myself. [...] Inside me, of course, there was a self that
wanted to escape, but at the same time there was a cowardly,

debauched self that had siven up all hope of ever being able to flee
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from there, and the first self could never dominate the second
because | had been so defiled in mind and body.” (Murakami, 1998:
602)
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“My classmate is kissing her all over. Slowly, with such finesse, from
the nape of her neck to her shoulders to her breasts. Camera angle
shows his face and her back. Then the camera dollies around to
reveal her face. But it isn’t my receptionist friend, no. It’s Kikil My high-
class call-girl friend with the world’s most beautiful ears, who was
with me at the old Dolphin. Kiki, who disappeared without a word,
without a trace. And here she is, sleeping with my classmate.

It’s a real scene from a real movie. Every shot and cut according to
plan. Maybe a little too planned - it looks so commonplace. They are
making love in an apartment, the light shining in through the blinds.
Kiki. What’s she doing here? Time and space must be getting out of

whack.” (Murakami, 2003a: 77)
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“Gotanda’s oh-so sweet and slow and sincere in bed, close to what
I’d imagined. It’s very nice sex. And he probably has very nice -
smelling armpits too. His hair has been mussed sensuously. He’s
caressing the woman’s back. She’s naked. The camera dollies around
to zoom in on her. And suddenly | see her face-

It’s Kikil

| froze in my seat. | could hear the sound of an empty bottle rolling
down the aisle.

Unbelievable! This was the exact same image I’d seen in that dark
corridor of the Dolphin. Gotanda sleeping with her!

That’s when | knew: We were all connected.” (Murakami, 2003a: 100-

101)
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“Visions of the instructor — Gotanda, of course — keeping Yumiyoshi

after class for intensive one — on - one sessions. His hands caressing
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her breasts, easing between her tighs. But it’s all right, he says. [...]
Idiotic, yet that’s what came to mind whenever | called Yumiyoshi. As
time went on, the vision got more and more complex, with a whole
cast of characters. Kiki and Mei and Yuki put in guest appearances. As
Gotanda’s fingers stroked her body, Yumiyoshi became Kiki.”

(Murakami, 2003a: 300-301)
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“There’ s a whole system. This place has this front as a party service,
so they can make out these very legitimate receipts. Sex as ‘business
gifts and entertainment.’

Amazing, huh?’

‘Advanced capitalism,’ | said.” (Murakami, 2003a: 151)
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“How do prostitutes keep their private sex separate from their
professional sex? Before Mei, I’d never slept with a call girl. | slept
with Kiki. And Kiki was a call girl. But | didn’t sleep with Kiki the call
girl, I slept with Kiki. And conversely I’d slept with Mei the call girl, but
not Mei. [...] And anyway, where does sex stop being a thing of the
mind? Where does technique begin? How far does the real thing go,
how much is acting? Was sufficient foreplay a spiritual concern? Did
Kiki actually enjoy sex with me? Was she really acting in the movie?
Were Gotanda’s graceful fingers sliding down her back turning her on?
Caught in the cross hair of the real and the imaginary.” (Murakami,

2003a: 161)
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“l ' was suddenly shaken. What if Yumiyoshi had disappeared into a
wall, and I’d never see her again? Yes, one more corpse to go. | didn’t
want to think about it. | started hyperventilating. | had trouble
breathing. My heart swelled big enough to burst through my chest. Did
this mean | was in love with Yumiyoshi? [...] Yomiyoshi, don’t leave
me alone. | need you. | don’t want to be alone anymore. Without you
"l be flung out to the far corners of the universe. Show your face,
please, tie me down somewhere. Tie me to this world. | don’t want to
join the ghosts. I'm just an ordinary guy. | need you.” (Murakami,

2003a: 375)
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“No matter how much suffering you went through, you never wanted
to let go of those memories.‘That’s true,” Miss Saeki said. ‘It hurts
more and more to hold on to them, but | never wanted to let them
go. It was the only reason | had to go on living, the only thing that

proved | was alive.” (Murakami, 2005: 421)
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“Once she’s naked she crawls into the narrow bed and wraps her
pale arms around me. Her warm breath grazes my neck, her pubic hair
pushing up against my thigh. She must be thinking I’'m her dead
boyfriend from long ago, and that she’s doing what they used to do
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here in this very room. Fast asleep, dreaming, she goes through the

motions from long ago.” (Murakami, 2005: 302)
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“She makes a strong impression on me, making me feel wistful and
nostalgic. Wouldn’t it be great if this were my mother? But | think the
same thing every time | run across a charming, middle-aged woman.
The chances that Miss Saeki’s actually my mother are close to zero, |
realise. Still, since | have no idea what my mother looks like, or even
her name, the possibility does exist, right? There’s nothing that rules it

out completely.” (Murakami, 2005: 41)
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“This isn’t a dream — it’s real life. But everything’s happening so fast,
and | don’t have the strength to resist. Thrown totally off balance, |
feel as if I’'m being sucked into a time warp. And you’re sucked into a
time warp.

Before you know it, her dream has wrapped itself around your mind.
Gently, warmly, like amniotic fluid. [...] You're trying to find the
direction of the flow, strugsling to hold on to the axis of time. But you
can’t locate the borderline to hold rating dream and reality. Or even
the boundary between what’s real and what’s possible.” (Murakami,

2005: 302)
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“In a hollow inside me, something struggles to break out of its shell.
Before | realize what’s happening, there’s a pair of eyes turned in on
me, and | can observe this whole scene. | don’t yet know if this thing
inside me is good or bad, but whichever it is, | can’t hold it back or
stop it. It’s still a slimy, faceless being, but it will soon break free of its
shell, show its face and slough off its jelly-like coating. Then I’ll know
what it really is. Now, though, it’s just a formless sign. It’s reaching out
its hands-that-won’t-be-hands, breaking apart the shell at its softest
point. And | can see each and every one of its movements.

I make up my mind.

No, actually | haven’t made up my mind about anything. Making up
your mind means you have a choice, and | don’t.” (Murakami, 2005:

397)
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“You don’t want to be at the mercy of things outside you anymore,

or thrown into confusion by things you can’t control. You’ve already
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murdered your father and violated your mother and now here you are
inside your sister. If there’s a curse in all this, you mean to grab it by
the burden from your shoulders and live — not caught up in someone
else’s schemes, but as you. That’s what you want.” (Murakami, 2005:

398)
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“I opened up the entrance stone to prevent our perfect, private world
from collapsing. | can’t remember now how | managed to do it, but |
decided | had to open the stone no matter what — so that | wouldn’t
lose him, so that things from outside wouldn’t destroy our world.”

(Murakami, 2005: 422)
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“Nakata’s empty inside. | finally understand that. Nakata’s like a
library without a single book. It wasn’t always like that. | used to have
books inside me. For a long time | couldn’t remember, but now | can.
| used to be normal, just like everybody else. But something
happened and | ended up like a container with nothing inside.”

(Murakami, 2005: 329)
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not being himself anymore’, he repeated. “You’re no longer yourself. That’s the
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“When a war starts people are forced to become soldiers. They carry
guns and go to the front lines and have to kill soldiers on the other
side. As many as they possibly can. Nobody cares whether you like
killing other people or not. It’s just something you have to do.

Otherwise you’re the one who gets killed.” (Murakami, 2005: 153)
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“They’re you,” says Kiki. “This is your room. Everything here is you.
Yourself. Everything’ [...] It was you who called yourself. I'm merely a
projection. You guided yourself, through me. I’'m your phantom dance
partner. I’'m your shadow. I’m not anything more.” (Murakami, 2003a

371)
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“Mei, there’s nothing | can do for you. Not a damned thing. I’'m sorry.
We lead such tenuous lives. | don’t want to ruin his image. He
wouldn’t get work after that. Trashy work in a trashy world of trashy

images. [...] there’s nothing | can do for you now. | don’t know what’s
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right or wrong. I’'m doing all | can. This is how [ live. It’s the system.”

(Murakami, 2003a: 178)
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“He said he had the feeling things were disappearing on him. | don’t
know what kind of things he meant. But whatever they are, sometime
they’re going to go. We shift around, so things can’t help but go when
that happens. They disappear when it’s time for them to disappear.
[...] As they say, just go with the flow. Don’t fight it.” (Murakami,
2003a: 366)
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“It was the first time U’d been face to face with death. So I’d had no

distinct image of what death really was. But there it was then, right
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before my eyes, spread out just inches from my face. So this is the
face of death, I’d thought. And death spoke to me, saying that my
time, too, would one day come. Eventually everyone would fall into
those endlessly lonely depths, the source of all darkness, a silence
bereft of resonance. | felt choking, stifling fear as | stared into a

bottomless dark pit.” (Murakami, 2003b: 161-162)
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“As far as the eyes can see, the void is simply that — a void. I’'ve been
in that void before and forced myself to adjust. And now, finally, | end
up where | began and I’d better get used to it. [...] | was in the midst
of becoming something new. Standing in front of the mirror, | could
see the changes in my body. At night, in the stillness, | swore | could
hear the sound of my flesh growing. | was about to be clothed in a
new self, about to step into a place where I'd never been.”

(Murakami, 2003b: 185-186)
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“Her face had nothing you could call an expression. No, that’s not an
entirely accurate way of putting it. | should put it this way: like a room
from which every last stick of furniture had been taken, anything you
could possibly call an expression had been removed, leaving nothing

behind. Not a trace of feeling grazed her face; it was like the bottom



150

of a deep ocean, silent and dead. [...] No, not dead. She was still alive,
in an unblinking world. In a deep, silent world behind that pane of
glass, she lived. And her lips, motionless, spoke of an infinite

nothingness.” (Murakami, 2003b: 178)
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“Another person’s life is that person’s life. You can’t take
responsibility. It’s as if we’re living in a desert. You just have to get
used to it. [...] But in the end every one of them dies. They die and
dry up. One generation dies, and the next one takes over. That’s how
it goes. Lots of different ways to live. And lots of different ways to die.
But in the end that doesn’t make a bit of difference. All that remains
is a desert. [...] Everyone just keeps on disappearing. Some things just
vanish, as if they were cut away. Others fade slowly into the mist. And

all that remains is a desert.” (Murakami, 2003b: 71)
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“We are attempting to communicate, but no communication between
us can abolish our fundamental difference. If you die, it is not my
death. You and | are discontinuous beings. [...] discontinuous beings
that we are, death means continuity of being. Reproduction leads to
the discontinuity of beings, but brings into play their continuity; that is
to say, it is intimately linked with death. | shall endeavour to show, by
discussing reproduction and death, that death is to be identified with
continuity, and both of these concepts are equally fascinating. This
fascination is the dominant element in eroticism.” (Bataille, 1962: 12-

13)
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“Soundlessly, the rain soaked the rows of tall buildings, standing there
like so many gravestones. | left my car in the bar’s parking lot and
walked home. On the way, | sat down on a handrail and watched a
large crow that was cawing from the top of some traffic lights. The
four a.m. streets looked shabby and filthy. The shadow of decay and
disintegration lurked everywhere, and | was part of it. Like a shadow

burned into a wall.” (Murakami, 2003a: 71)
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of me, had gone over to the other side. Taking with it my black hair, my sexual
desire, my periods, my ovulation, perhaps even the will to live.” (Murakami, 2002:

172)
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“An empty shell. Those were the first words that sprang to Mind. Miu
was like an empty room after everyone’s left. Something incredibly
important - the same something that pulled in Sumire like tornado,
that shook my heart as | stood on the deck of the ferry - had
disappeared from Miu for good. Leaving behind not life, but its
absence. Not the warmth of something alive, but the silence of
memory. Her pure — white hair inevitably made me imagine the colour
of human bones, bleached by the passage of time.” (Murakami, 2002:
224)
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“When the revelation and the grace were lost, my life was lost. Those
living things that had once been there inside me, that had been for
that reason of some value, were dead now. Not a single thing was left.
They had all been burned to ashes in that fierce light. The heat
emitted by that revelation or grace had seared away the very core of

the life that made me the person I was.” (Murakami, 1998: 209)
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“After returning to Japan, | lived like an empty shell. Living like an
empty shell is not really living, no matter how many years it may go
on. The heart and flesh of an empty shell give birth to nothing more

than the life of an empty shell.” (Murakami, 1998: 171)
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“Released now from the unbearable tension, several passengers
plopped down on the deck where they stood and began to wail, but
most of them could neither cry or laugh. For several hours - and, in
the case of some, for several days — they remained in a state of total

abstraction, the spike of a long and twisted nightmare thrust
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mercilessly into their lungs, their hearts, their spines, their brains, their

wombs.” (Murakami, 1998: 413)

v L4 1 (%

andunifuiauidnsiudendnidiudiazasiiselan FaNAaNDUD TN TU

Y
= L4

Wumgnsaldensdnd snanvalvesgniundgnasisiisesailisetieinuesluynles

e eXe

verlanuauludeaasaiugniumbduiiiumanisniads 9 Sesavesgniuniiuiise

]

awlilliuszaumnasen windulvianuidnuaudamieuarsafsiiufintuase lifldulaves
13997IARLATD VU TWIAN1TAlATINS oAU IveansTaENMINATUNNANEIUINF UM DY
Feesnatuanuilu erawansliiuiednvazimioasiinnnuasianuiunsdou Fadu

mmﬁ]uné’uamﬁaumﬂmﬁ@m’j'} mmgﬁmwm‘%aﬂé’uamﬁaummﬂu

“Nutmeg Akasaka told the story of the tigers, the leopards, the
wolves, and the bears that were shot by soldiers on a miserably hot
afternoon in August 1945. She narrated with the order and clarity of a
documentary film projected on a stark white screen. She left nothing
vague. Yet she herself had not witnessed the spectacle. While it was
happening, she was standing on the deck of a transport ship carrying
refugee settlers home to Japan from Manchuria. What she had
actually witnessed was the surfacing of an American submarine. Like
everyone else, she and the other children had come up from the
unbearable steam bath of the ship’s hold to lean against the deck rail
and enjoy the gentle breezes that moved across the calm, unbroken
sea, when, all at once, the submarine came floating to the surface as

if it were part of a dream.” (Murakami, 1998: 396)
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“Whenever | told it to him, Cinnamon would ask me to tell him some
other little story contained in the main story. He wanted to know
about a different branch of the same tree. | would follow the branch
he asked for and tell him that part of the story. And so the story grew
and grew. In this way the two of us went on to create our own
interlocking system of myths [...] There was no end to it. There were
always more details that could be filled in, and the story kept growing

deeper and deeper and bigger and bigger.” (Murakami, 1998: 444)
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“He felt as if his self had been put into a new container. He knew
that he was still not fully accustomed to this new body of his. There
was something about this one, he felt, that just didn’t match his

original self.” (Murakami, 1998: 421)
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“The vet watched in numb silence, overtaken by the sense that he
was beginning to split in two. He became simultaneously the stabber
and the stabbed. He could feel both the impact of the bayonet as it
entered his victim’s body and the pain of having his internal organs

slashed to bits.” Murakami (1998, 516)
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