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# # 5480514122 : MAJOR THAI

KEYWORDS: SUAT NOPPHAKHRO / INVENTED TRADITION
PRASIRT RUNRA: SUAT NOPPHAKHRO RITUAL: DYNAMISM OF AN INVENTED TRADITION IN
PRESENT THAI SOCIETY. ADVISOR: PROF. SUKANYA SUJACHAYA, M.D., 342 pp.

This research aims to study the history and the reproduction of Suat Nopphakhro Ritual in
Thai society, the variety of ritual forms, and the roles of Suat Nopphakhro ritual in Thai society
nowadays. Research methodology used for collecting data includes documentary data and field survey

data of Suat Nopphakhro ritual held in Central region and Eastern Thailand during 2011-2014

The research discloses that the belief and the ritual concerning Nopphakhro in Thai society is
an integrated belief from Brahmanism- Hinduism and Buddhism. The history of Suat Nopphakhro ritual
in Thai society is evidenced since Ayutthaya, inherited in a form of Royal Court ritual and spread out to
society when the printing of Astrology books and ritual books took place. The study of Suat Nopphakhro
ritual in Thai society nowadays found that the ritual is mostly held in the afternoon to late evening. The
people who performed the ritual are various such as monks, astrologers, Brahmans, scholars, and groups
of drama troupe. For the ritual type, it is found that in present day Thai society, there are two types of
Suat Nopphakhro ritual, one transmitted from traditional Puja Nopphakhro ritual, and the other newly

invented with the new objectives to serve the needs of Thai people today.

The study of the symbols used in Suat Nopphakhro ritual reveals that the ritual reflects the
presence of Deva Nopphakhro with the supported narratives. Ritual space is simulated to be the
Nopphakhro deities’ abode. The symbolic objects in Suat Nopphakhro ritual, at the same time, can be

interpreted as related to astrology and cosmology.

The study of the role of Suat Nopphakhro ritual in Thai society at the present time found that
the ritual is able to rescue and dispel fright, strengthen spiritual security, and relieve economic and
political tension. In addition, Suat Nopphakhro ritual today applied in the context of capitalism has the
role of assembling people, fundraising and persuading more people to g¢o to the temple. The factors
enhancing Suat Nopphakhro ritual to be well known concern the adjustment of the ritual form to suit
the social dynamics, the decrease of the cost and expenses, and the holding of the ritual on significant
holidays and public holidays, so that people can be able to participate. In addition, the fact that the

ritual is presented in a grand form makes it more attractive and attract more people to participate in the

ritual.
Department:  Thai Student's Signature ...
Field of Study: Thai Advisor's Signature

Academic Year: 2014
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