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# # 5480150322 : MAJOR THAI

KEYWORDS: CONFLICT IN THE SOUTHERNMOST PROVINCES OF THAILAND/ POETRY/ PEACE
PIYARAT SAEUENG: POETRY OF CONFLICT IN THE SOUTHERNMOST PROVINCES OF THAILAND:LITERARY
TECHNIQUES AND THE CONCEPT OF PEACE. ADVISOR: ASST. PROF. ARTHID SHERAVANICHKUL, Ph.D.{, 216 pp.

This thesis aims at studying the concept of peace in the poetry of conflict in the southernmost
provinces of Thailand and analyzing the literary techniques employed to convey the concept of peace in the poetry. The
hypothesis is that the poetry of conflict in the southernmost provinces is significantly diversified by using the literary
techniques in order to convey the main concept of peace, ranging from peace in the southernmost provinces to universe.
The scope of study is designated in the 2004 - 2011, by examining the poetry appearing in the weekly magazine, awarded

by the Phan Waen Fa Awards, Naiin Awards, poetry collections by one and several poets.

The study finds that the poetry of conflict in the southernmost provinces of Thailand represents
the concept of peace in various ways, i.e., the concept of peace with the rejection of violence and the concept of peace
with the living in harmony. The poets emphasize that violence is not desired by the society by illustrating the harmful
effects of violence. The poets also criticize those who commit violence and the effects of violence such as the loss of lives,
posttraumatic stress and deeply hurt embedded in victims who lost members of their family, unusual living of the people
in provinces of the deep south and the sentiment of those who witness violent incidents. Persons who are criticized in
poetry are the instigators, the government, general people including mass media. It thus can be concluded from the study
that the poetry focus on calling for peace by ending violence in any form. The concept of peace with the living in harmony
consists of giving hope and courage, peace: friendship and love, living in harmony regardless of dissimilarity, Malayu
Muslims’ ties with their motherland and preferring peace, national unity and the monarchy as the center or soul of people.
The poetry also implies that if people give love each other as a fellowmen and tolerate in differences, using violence will

be mitigated and then peace will be built amongst living in harmony; it is regarded as the universal peace.

The poets employ various literary techniques in poetry of conflict in the southernmost provinces,
i.e., forms, words selection, repetition, parallelism, rhetorical question, figures of speech and symbol, allusion, plotting and
characterization as well as other literary devices. It is noticeable that most literary techniques significantly relate with
passing on the concept of peace with the rejection of violence, that is to say, the poets manifest the violence and its
harmful effects in order to make readers to be touched, including to criticize the government as the policy maker and those
who commit violence in the name of distorted religion’s doctrine. In the sense of the literary techniques that relate with
the concept of peace and the affectionate living in harmony mostly illustrate the hope and picturesqueness of peace. The
outstanding characteristic of the poetry of conflict in the southernmost provinces of Thailand is the local identity of
southern Thailand employed as the literary technique such as usage of Malayu and southern Thai dialect, figure of speech
concerning religion and belief, figure of speech concering arts and culture and Thai southerner’s way of life, allusion of

Thai southern folklore literature and Islam’s belief, characterization of Muslim character.

The poetry of conflict in the southernmost provinces of Thailand is thus the record and criticism of
events occurring in Thai society. It considerably manifests the commitment of poets to employ the delicate literary
techniques as a tool to refine the idea for being an echo of problems and making a demand for peace that is the ultimately

desired happiness regardless of any nation or religion.

Department:  Thai Student's Signature

Field of Study: Thai Advisor's Signature

Academic Year: 2014
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