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This thesis intends to study male adolescent loser-characters in American
young adult literature in the 2000s, including Looking for Alaska and An Abundance of
Katherines by John Green, King Dork by Frank Portman, /t’s Kind of Funny Story by Ned
Vizzini, The Astonishing Adventures of Fanboy and Goth Girl by Barry Lyga, Twisted by

Laurie Halse Anderson and Swim the Fly by Don Calame.

The study finds that the young male protagonists in the seven young adult
novels face difficulties from the families and social conditions which deter coming-of-
age and identity development; such as divorce, family conflicts, the notion of American
dream, competitive society and American masculinity reinforcing violence. The authors
portrays that the young male protagonists accept themselves regardless of social
expectations. They construct new identities by changing their attitudes and behaviors;
such as self-acceptance, bias reduction, anti-violence, honesty, endurance, courage,
forgiveness, benevolence and awareness of competition. The seven novels, as young
adult literature, present problems among male adolescents in American society, and
at the same time propose constructive solutions of these protagonists, which is the

image of preferred male adolescents in contemporary American society.
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! Macmillan Dictionary, "Loser," http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/\oser.
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2 Wendy M. Christensen, "Columbine," in Men & Masculinities: A Social, Cultural, and Historical
Encyclopedia, ed. Michael Kimmel and Amy Aronson (California: ABC-CLIO, 2003). pp. 169-171.

3H.N. Snyder and M. Sickmund, "Juvenile Offenders and Victims: 2006 National Report," (Washington,
DC: U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention,
2006). http://aspe.hhs.gov/hsp/08/boys/FactSheets/vm/index.shtml.

% ibid. http://aspe.hhs.gov/hsp/08/boys/FactSheets/jd/index.shtml.

% Rachelle L. Bliz, Life Is Tough: Guys, Growing up, and Young Adult Literature (Maryland: Scarecrow,
2004). pp. 131-132.
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WasnLUY (Frank Portman) 8vd laua aan #Wull @nes (t’s Kind of Funny Story) U894ue

@10 (Ned Vizzini) # ka9 dydd kanuLTa5d 90W wUUay kaus nn Lisa (The
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¢ John Stephens, "Preface," in Ways of Being Male: Representing Masculinities in Children’s Literature

and Film, ed. John Stephens (New York: Routledge, 2002). pp. ix-xiv.
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" Lynne C. Lancaster and David Stillman, When Generations Collide: Who They Are, Why They Clash,
How to Solve the Generational Puzzle at Work (New York: HarperCollins, 2002). pp. 10-35.
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(Frank Portman)

and laug sou full aned L
il 1m 99U (Ned Vizzini) 2006
(It’s Kind of Funny Story)

A LOANANYTI LOAIULYDTH BN

unuUBe waue Ly 1isa B
5 wuss lann (Barry Lyga) | 2007
(The Astonishing Adventures of Fanboy

and Goth Girl)

. A93 8184 LOUADIAY
6 MdLin (Twisted) 2007
(Laurie Halse Anderson)

- AU LABLABLY
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8 Dan Schawbel, "Millennials Vs. Baby Boomers: Who Would You Rather Hire?,"

http://business.time.com/2012/03/29/millennials-vs-baby-boomers-who-would-you-rather-hire.
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 Michael Cart, "The Value of Young Adult Literature,"
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/guidelines/whitepapers/yalit.
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10 Carl Tomlinson and Carol Lynch-Brown, Essentials of Children's Literature (Boston: Allyn and Bacon,
1996). pp. 139-141.

1 Kathy Howard Latrobe and Judy Drury, Critical Approaches to Young Adult Literature (New York: Neal-
Schuman, 2009). p. 70.
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12 Rachelle L. Bliz, Life Is Tough: Guys, Growing up, and Young Adult Literature. pp. 131-132.
3 Macmillan Dictionary, "American Dream,"

http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/the-american-dream.
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1% Oxford Dictionary, "American Dream,"

http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/us/definition/american_english/American-dream.
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15 Emily Martin, Bipolar Expeditions: Mania and Depression in American Culture (New Jersey: Princeton
University Press, 2009). pp. 39-40.

16 Andrew J. Cherlin, "American Marriage in the Early Twenty-First Century," The Future of Children 15,
no. 2 Fall (2005). pp. 33-55.
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 Macmillan Dictionary, "Punk Rock,"
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/punk#punk__ 1.
8 Jon Savage, "Punk Rock," http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/483616/punk.

" Macmillan Dictionary, "Punk," http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/punk.
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"1 Ned Vizzini, It’s Kind of Funny Story. p. 31.
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I’m going to try and eat. Then I’m going to try and
sleep. | dread it. | can’t eat and | can’t sleep. I’'m not doing

well in terms of being a functional human, you know?

(General) Hey, soldier, what’s the matter?

(Soldier) I can’t sleep and | can’t eat, sir!

(General) How about | pump you full of lead, soldier,
would that get you motivated?

(Soldier) Can’t say, sirl I’d probably still be unable to
sleep or eat, just a little bit heavier from the lead.
(General) Get up there and fight, soldier! The enemy is
therel!

(Soldier) The enemy is strong. | can’t fight them.
They’re too smart.

(General) You’re smart too, soldier.

(Soldier) Not smart enough.

(General) So you’re just going to give up?

(Soldier) That’s the plan.''?
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my parents for sixteen years and a trial separation seemed overdue.)'™ A1A@a1299
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