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CHAFTER I

INTRODUCTION

Background of the study

Thailand is geographically divided into four main regions:
' tha center, the North, the South and the bbrthﬂeast. Deepite the ract
that ﬂll That people speak Thal which is generelly celled the natlonal
language, each region has its own dialect._ThB central Thei speak the
cantral dialect, the northern Thai gpeak the nporthern dislect and so on.
- The students who were born in each region of the. country uill,l
therefore, speak thedr special dialects which have differsnt sound [estures’
from the others. But when they, are in schools snd lesrn English, the
students who attend school from different parts of the country will prohably
have difficult.yHE aural percsption Gf, the English phonemes due to their
native dialect. This study will find out whether there are different levels
amowgst studants.from the different dialect area. More importsnt, if there are
' some differsoces as mentioned, text~books of pronuncietion practice should he
adspted to teke account of their regionsl differences in tesching Englisk
pmngnciatiun.

| . The test of eural perception represents three main factcrsl

1. 1t tests the studeni's grasp of the phomomic system of English.

Ledo Robert: Test of aursl perception in English for lLetin Anericsn Students.
Engiish Languape Institute WMiversity of Michigan P.I.



2s It test the auditory perception level of the students. .

3. It tast’_specific problems the siudents heve in hearing
native speskera of English, | |

This study has covered these three important factors, but a
.gpecial attention has been focused on the Peuditory perception® of the
four growpe of students who have different dialeet beckgrounds, The
students are from the cemtral, Northern, Southarn, and the Morth-sastern
regione of Thailend, Thoge students may have different auditory peroeption
problems in hearing Epglish phonemes, and this investigation will yisld
dlagnostic informetion ebout regional differences of eech group.

Purpose of the study
Generel purpose; to investigate the awral perception skill of

the firot yeer students at Bansomdej Teacher Training Gollege,
ecifio 88

_ le To differasntiate the aurel perceptlion levels of first year
students from the four regicns,

2. To grede the Englieh phonemes in order of thier difficulty
for the students. |

3. To show statistically which reglons have higher or lower
aurel perception abillty in aspecific phonemes,
' Thls study 1s an attempt to discover whethor or not the regionel
dlelects of studants from the various reglons of Thalland influence the
students! ability to differentiste betwsen the phonemes of Englieh et the
aural perception level. If the students! dialects do in fact inflnence the
students' eurel perception ability, then ideally thess reglonal differences

‘#hould be teken into account in the preparetion of Engligh~-teaching materials



for students of different dimlect backgrounds, This investigation will
epply most directly to students ai Bansamde] Teamcher Trailning College
where the writer hes some responslblity for the teaching of English.
It is the intention of the writer to devise pronunciation drills which
will take into mccount thnée differences 1n the preonunclatlon amongst
the studente which can be traced to differences in their dielect
background.
gggiatiﬂn of the study

1. The subjects are the firsi year students at Bansamde]
Teacher Training Gollege,

2. Thare are 1680 boys and Li} girls from four reglons, the
total mmber 1s 324 students,
Dafinttion of terms.

1) § siends for the whole student group fromw the Horth,

2) NE stands for the whole student group from the MortheEast,

3} § stands for the wiwle etudant group fram the South.

4) C stends for the whole student group from the Centrel,
5) Ng stends for the girl studants from the North.

6) MKEg stands for the girl studants from the Morth-East.
7). Sg stends for the girl students from the South.
-8) .Cg. stands for the girl students from the Centrel.

9) Nbo atands for the boy studeats from the MNorth.
| 10) HNEb stends for the boy students from the North-East.
11) Sb stands for the boy students from the South,
12} Cb gstands for the boy students from the Central.

13) // encloses pbonemic t.raﬁ_:ription.



1) stands for the Mean,

3
15) &  zigne the total sum of square.

Related litersture

| The study of this kind has never been yet done by anyons, '
except there ere the discovering of some similerities made by Miss
Suree Piamsuk,” The teachers of English were asked by her to rank

the most problem sound in English and found thet.

th 15% of totel teacher,
T ? 13% of totel tescher,
Z, Sh° : 7% TE
1, v 8 8%
S 5%
W 3%

g,k,p,b, ed, §, £, u, o1, i, 2%

Rr.j Edwerd M. Apthony has studied 135 student teechers in

the two teacher iraining colleges, The test covered only the vowel sound.

.
Fiamsuk Suree: Teaching of Reading Epglish in the elementary certificate.
Thesis For B.Bd. 1961

3 .
Anthony, Edwerd M., A Teacher's Hand book of Thal Studentst English

Fromuweietion Difficuities, S.511pa Press o, 1956
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The result of the inwsstligation indicated the parcentage of the students
who were oot able to differentiete the minimal palrs of the aural

perceptlon temt.

m./a/ full-foal 93% | 7.{/o/=/c/ boat-bought 13%
2o [/U/w/U/ focl-full 78% | 8.|/¢/=/E/ baltebet 134
3.|2/-AY tatebought 41§ | 9.)/8/-AY bot-imt 128
Lelfi/=/1/ teat=blt 413 | 10.}/8/=/0/ luck-look 6%
54 (/T/=/0/ bit-bet 37 | 11.{/I/-/t/ lick-luak 54
6 fef-fal;f.e bet=but 31% 3 12.|/&/'-/of ocutecoat 5%

Az for this tesi, Dr. Anthony concluded that the iltems mumber
1-6 have high percentage of error which is due to the fact that those
vowel sounds are clearly different frow the Thal vowels, The items numbar
=12 have no much dAfficulty for Thai student.

The study of Dr. Anthony was made within the limitetlon of the
gumbar of students and so vowel sounde. It is true, tharafore that 1t will

ot be & result of the investigation of a1l Thal siudents.
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