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CHAFTER 11

THE MaN OF PROPERTY

As it hzs been =aid, Galsworthy's first writton work which

appealed Yo the publice was his nowvel, The Man of Property. It tnok him

right to the top of the literary ladder, and this fact alone togothor
with the rolation of its theme and subjeet mattcr to that of his plays,
warraznts s somewhat more detailed discussion of it in this thesis,

The Man of Property appearod in 1906 and was greeted with a

chorus of approval. Galsworthy himself knew it to be the best he had
written. It had comc out of his own cexperience, for when he described
the membors of the Forsyte family in The Man of Property, he was thinking

of hiz owm re¢latives. The ten great Forsytes who are sons and daughters

of the 'Supcrior Dosset! are, in fact, bhis own aunts and uneles, He had
aliogether nine aunts and uwncles, most of whom lived into their cightics.
The 'Supcrior Dosset' was alse made to describe Galsworthy's romoter
antestors who vere desccended from yeomen from Wembury in Devon.
Galsworthy took noarly threc years to Tinieh this book, Twro -
thirds of it werc written in Jjust under two years but the last third

took only six weeke to Tinish, The Mon of Proporty is the first wvolume

of The Forsytc Saga, the story of the successive generations of tho

Forsytes, and gives us the background of this family before its docline,
After The Man of Property whieh was published in 1906, there

came a sories of five morc books about the Forsytes: In Chancery (1920)
To Let (1921), The White Monkey {1924), Thc Silver Spoon {1926) and
Bransong (1928). In fact therc are still other smaller Forsyte books and

sketches which serve as links betswcen these six great volumes, for

instance, Indian Summer of a3 Forsyte and Two Forsytc Interludes.

Of the six volumes, The Man of Property seems to be the most

popular, £till the most often read (in an age vhen Galsworthy is not
gonerally appreciated), and the most discussed. The title of the bock
refers tc Sommes Fors¥te who, like all the Forsytes, walues most things
in torms of moncy. His chief intorest in 1ife is how to kecp his

property and how to incrcase it.
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Thu atory boegine whon the Forsyte family is "in full plumage". 1
The members of the family and their honourahle guests gather at 0ld
Jolyon's house to celebrate the ongagement of his grand-daughter, June
Forsyte to Philip Bosinney., In fact, this eouple never get married
because Bosinney afierwards becomes so enchanted by Irenc, Scames'wife,
that he finally gives his fiancée up. This 1s shoor madnoss in the cyos
of the FPorsytes. How can he give June up when he knows full well that
she will one day beecomoan heiress of 01 Jolymn's great fortune 7 How
¢can he suddenly desert her for the sake of Irene who posscsses nothing
gave her beauty 7 —= 2 boauty that ome of the Forsytes desceribes as
'dangerous'. Irenc's delicate passive face with its shadowy smile and
sonsitive lips, and her beautiful figurc seem to draw all men, young =znd
old to hor and make them forget everything else but her. Soames is very
proud of his wife, but at the same time, is greatly hurt by Irene's
indifference to his affection. She has, in fact, beon asking for o
separate roomy, and in spite of Secames'refusal, Tinelly arranges to hawvc
what she wants. A1l this time, her relationship with Bosinney is bocoming
more and more intimate. Now and then they are ecen together in shops,
parks snd other places. Seames’anger and jealousy are roused by his wife's
infidelity as well ms by his relatives' and fricnds'gossiping, He sneaks
into Irene's room one night and exerciscs his rights over her, When
Desinney 18 informod of this, he iz decply shocked. Under the sireogs of
violent emotion, having "taken the knoek, M e the phrasc uscd by
George Forsytc who sces him in this state and follows himy — he welks out
into the Londmm fog like a man out of his mind. In the heavy traffic and
the fog George finally loscs Bosinney, and later his body is found: he

has beon run over and killed,
It is not guite clear whethor Bosinney's death is sulcido or an

zocident. Whon Galsworthy first wrote this story, he made Bosinney
cloarly commit suvicide and was reproved by Edward Gamett for doing seo.
- Gamett =aid in his lettor dated 2Tth May 1905, ".... I consider
Bosinne¥'s suicide an artistic blet of a very grave order, psychologi-

cally False, and seriously shaking the illusion of the wgnle SELOTY wuvres

1. Galsworthy : The Man of Property (1959}, p. 11
2, Ibid, p. 273
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for Boeinney possesscs Irene, and would be strengthened and strung up

by his posscssion of her to fight extra hard; ....... fingneial ruin
means much less to the Bosinney type of man than you ¢an bte aware of .M 1

In hisz reply, 2 falsworthy pointed out thet Beosinney "commite

suicide because Irene tells him that Soames has outraged har." He agroed
with Garnett that financial trouble would not induce Bosinney to commit
suicide, but emphasized Mthat the whole situation of a bankTupt lover
and a wvoman without moﬁey, accustonod to luxury, is not in itsolf encour-
aging," '

After a lengthy correspondence, Galsworthy at last cama to the
compromiae we now have in the novel as it stands. In his letter to
Garnett, he wrote, "..... I think I ean bring the reader round to an
atmospheric state which will make him aceept Businney's death whether as
aceldent or suicide —- which, T will leave vague =~ without cavilling.? 3
He continucad in his next letter that Bosinnoy "was killed while inaenzible
to every4hing but the thought of rovenpge" 4 and decided that "Posinney's
death will gain in strength and credidility as an aceident by judiecious
use of a suspicion of suicide, which the reader by interior knowledge is

enabled to reject." He thought that the suwapicion of suicide vould

more or less distury the Forsytes who wore convinced that Soamecs and James
had mors then a little to do with Bosinney's death.

Galsworthy in faetl never leaves us in any doubt as to whore his
own sympathies lie and to the effect he wished the onding to have on the
reader. In his letter to Edward Garnett, hc makes his point quito elear:
"o my mind {and I desire to defcat Forsyteism) the only way to do 20 is
te ieave the Forsytos masters of the field. The only way to cnlist the
sympathiea of readers or the other side, the only way to ¢ap the porposze

of the book, which was to leave property as an empty shell - is to leave
3
the victeory to Scames. &

« Marrot, p. 165
+  Ibid, _pp. 168 « 169
. Ibid, pe 171

Galsworthy 1 Tho Man of Property {ed.W.L.Clay), 1957, p. 371

Marrot, pe 177

Fo RN R N T % I
-

- 1bid, p. 169
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Time after time, in the plays that followed thisz novel, we shall

cateh echeoes of this theme, and see characters who remind us of the

Foreytes, Bosinney and Irene —- "Galsworthian typcs," Even Gelsworthy's

cheicc of an onding, his meaning of vietory in defeat, beeomes the chosen

ending of hig plays from the very beginning with The Silver Box and

Justice, right through to Escape at the close of his dramatic carcer,

Above all, we see in The Wan of Property Galsworthy's judgement of the

rich and propertied, who have the law on their side but not alwayé justice,

and whose rightoousness and adherence te a certain set of ralues seem

to set them up in opposition to love and humanity. He criticises the

Forsytes for their lack of sympathy and tolerance towards those who gre

not of the same c¢lass and who do not own the same smount of property.
Even those who are equal to them in thesse two respects still suffer

slightly from the Forsytes'prejudics, and that is only because they
P

have not been *-  born inte the Forsyte family. Aunt Ann's attitude

towards the Forsytes and the non - Foreytes may clarify the above ¢ -

", ... There were only some twenty percent of Forsytes; btut to Aunt inn
they seemed all Forsytes and certainly there was not much differonce -
- she saw only her own flesh and blood. — - — beyond this cnly a vague,

shadowy mist of faets and persons of no real significance".
Most of the Forsytes, as we lmow, are drawn from Galsworthy's own

relatives. ¥hen this book was shown to Lily, Galsworthy's elder sister,

she was somewhat shocked and consequently asked him not to publish 1t,

Here iz Galsworthy's reply, "Do you really think it matters ¥ Apart from

yourself, Mab, end Mother {who perhaps had better not read the book}, who

Teally nows enough or takes encugh interest in us to make it more than

a two days' wonder that I should choose puch a subject ? Who {except the

Forsytes, to whom I coms presently} knows enough even to connect A,with
z
1

I. especially as I have changed her hair to gold ? ,.....
) He aleo zaid in his lettor that he was wvery pleased teo know that
Lily sympathized wiih Scames, Though ha himself disliked Scames, he always

tried to do him justice. Considering that nobody iz entirely good or bad,

Galsworthy does not throw all the blame on Scames. The picture of Soames

ag 'a hungry, poor, and pathetie brute! justifies his statement,

1. Galsworthys The Man of Property {1959), p. 22
2. Marrot, p. 182
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However, it annoyed such crities as H.W. Nevinson and D.H. Lawrence
who objected to Galsworthy's calm and rather phitosophical attitude

towards the Forsytes. D,H.Lawrence stormed out. "The Men of Property
But the

has the elementsz of a wvery great novel, a very great satire.
author has not the courage to carry it through ...... He faltered and

gave in to the Forsytes, It is a thousand pitiesh
He goes as far ad to accuse Galswéihy of gentimentality in

helping $o make the corruption worse, and therefore Galsworthy is, in his

opinion, a failure as an anti - Porsytcist.

Galeworthy himself is well aware of this kind of attack. Though

he did not apparently reply direet t¢ Lawrence, there appear in his other

letiers some explanations which may eneble us t6 understand him better.

In 2 letter to his pister, Lily, he says, "... Then artistically we arc

not the same 1ln our cravings, To put an example, you would have a
contrast so given as to enlist the reader on one side, and against the
other. I don't feel like this. 1 feel more like a sort of chemist,
more cold, morc dissective, always riding a philoscphical idea, and

perverting, if you like, my values to £it it. ceraarssans 1 Cannot take

tha humen heing so seriously. There are things I like, there are things

I love in people, but if I start out to treat them be sure I shall do
2

more than justice to their darker sides voc.a..

and Galeworthy really means what he says.
His plan to leawve their property

He 'doos morc than

Justice to tho Torsytes'darker side!.
as an cmpty shell is carried out splendidly. "The end is terrific," says
Conrad who +.sevsraves 1S very much impresssd by "that picture of Soames
and Irene on each side of the hearth, and the door slammed on any inter-

ference”.a, According to Galsworthy himself, the best scene in the book

is also the last scene, and the best passage is the comparison of Irene,
when she has returned home after Hosinney's death, to "a shot wird.
Ynowing nowhere to go she has to tum back to her old cage and to the

magtor whom she hates. "Apain he locked at her, huddled iike a bird

that is shot and dying, whose poor breast you see panting as the air is
taken from it, whose poor ayes lock at you who have shot it, with a slow,

soft, unseeing look, taking farewoll of all that is good of the sun and
4

the air, and its mate%.

1. D.H.Lawrcnce t Selscted Essays (1950), p. 221

2, Marrot, p. 181
3, Ibid, p, 163
4. Calsworthy t+ The Man of Property (1959}, p. 315
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Another memorable scene, I think, is the meéting of 01d Jelyon
and his son and grand-children. Young Jolyon, his only son, has dis-
graced the family's name by running away from his first wife with a
?rench girl. After fTourteen years of separation, 01d Jolyon manages
to see them. again, At tholr meeting, howevcr, they show wery little
emotion because the Porsytes do not like to expose their feelings.

The beook has become popular both in England and in ofher
countries. I% was tranglatcd into French with Galsworthy's permission in
1919, f%hon he was awarded the Nobol Prize Tor Literature in 1932,

Sir James Barrie wrote, ..., I am not sure that Soames could net legiti-
mately protost against the Nobel prise going to Mr.Galsworthy instead of
to himﬁelf..;." 1 He sgid earlier in the ssme letter that peoples of
various nations were abtle to understand English behaviecur most clearly
through thelr femiliarity with Galsworthy's Porsytes; "“the best known
atroad of all families from this island, and perhaps the anly ons who

gould iravel without passports.”

1. Marrot, p. 642
2. Ibig, p. 642
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