CHAPIER I

THE WHITE FEACOCK AND THE TRESFPASSER

The White Peagock was wrltten in George Ellot's style
1.e., "take twﬁ couples and develop thelr rﬂlatinnship.“l2
This novel, 1n spite of his debt to Genrga Eliot, establishes
Lawrence's own genius, and first anncunces the problem he
pursued the resat of his life, the baslc pfoblem of f£findlng
a Tight relation between man and woman. In his first novel,
Lawrence does not seek passlionately, as he does in the later
mature novels, the vitval naked, elemental truth of the proper
man-woman relatlonship. Rather, he examines some basic
causes of the failure of love relatlon, and finds that the
chief cause is the indifference of man and wom&n to thelr
profound desires, due to false idealism. Thus, the symbol,
the white peacock, 1s used to repreeent an emasculated wealthy
woman whose vanity brings only doom to herglself as well as
to the man she laves.13 This 1s seen through the lives of
Lettie Beardsall and George Saxton.

In terms of attituda Lawrence's portralt of Lettle 1a
like one of Hardy's capriclous and unsatisfied women, who dg
not eee men as they really are, but try to put them 1n scmel
gocial mold. Although she loves George profcundly and knows
"that he 15 her resl mate, Lettle cannot marry him, bacause

of his lack of socilal attraction: he 1s illiterate, coarse,

instinctive and knows nothing sbout "ladles" accomplishments.
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Lﬂttie; educated and refinad,.finds her farmer lover iniolerablu;
she belleves that her mﬁrriaga with phat ﬁmpe-uf man will
ﬁe her degradatiuﬁ, She 19; in a.way;'a white ﬁaacdék'nf
vanity; of vhich Annsble, tha'gamekeeper,-remarks.tu'Cyril;
her. brother, when he sees the bird prowdly perching on the
stone engel of a headstome and lifts up its head and gells:
“That *s the very soul of a lady ... ﬁhe very, very soul ...
all vanity snd screech and-defilamant.“lh Dissatisfied with
George's animal attractlon Lettie jilts him for a morefeligivle™
partner, leslie Tenpest, a polité and gducated manufacturer's
gon whose gocial position appeals ©o the ﬁnsatisfied wcmﬂﬁ
in her. Hér marriﬁga traglcalily affecty George as well as
her: he, jilted by Lettie who could have made a man of himn,
degenerateé into a hopasless drunkard and ernds in desperate
mental and%phmaical ruin.15 Stunned by George's behaviour
Iettle realises that she has made a fatal mistz2ke in marrying
soclal position instead of a man of flesh and biced, and .
that mere phpsical beauty and avtractlveness are a peor basla
fnr.marriaga. Leslle gradually proves himself to be a man
whose life 1s sacrificed to the Bitch Goddess; Success.
Failing to achleve marital fulfillment with her husband,
Lettie decides to "abandon the charge of herself tc serve
her children“:16
ﬁaving reached the point in & woman's carcer, when most,
perhapas all of the things in life seem worthlesa and insipid,
she had determined to put up with it, te ignore her own

self, to live her life at second hand, This abnegation of
solf 15 the resource cf a woman for the accepting of the
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responsibilities of her own development., Like & Mun,
she pute over her living face a vell, as & sign that the
woman ne longer exists for herself: she is the servant’
of God, of some men, of her childrem .... #As a servant,
‘she is no lenger responsible fo{7herself, which would .
make her terrified and lomsly.

Lettie¥a negation of "lifo-responsibllity® shows clearly
hﬁr completo failure with her Yeligible® hushanﬂ, Leslie, whose
life is sterile like hers.la Because of her vanity she has |
failed herself. Lettie, 1n some way, repfeéents those whosﬁ
corrupting idealism and deceit force them nﬁi to be naturally
trua to themselvas; "Re a pood animal ," says Annable to |
Cyril, true to gour animal inatincts.“lg Thase words mam'bé
+akan as Lawrence's message to his readers, A living relation
hennot'ba:established unless man and woman are honest to thelr
paésions_and desires -~ Lewrence was later to adopt the word
"Holy Ghost" instead.ED innable, "a man of one ldea: - that
all civilizat;un was the painted fungus of rottemness. He
hated any sign.of culture,“zl is true to his "animal instinets";
but , unfort.unat.aly; has married a splrd tual woeman, Lady
Crystabel, whe, after the marriage, becomes "souly" to him.

Her infatuation for him i{s merely aesthetlc: "I was Greek

22 ©or him "the white peacock™ stands for

statues to her.m
avery wonzn who is an agent of desstvructlion.

The ﬁhite peacock wes to remiln a agmbol for lawrence
for muny years, The situation = the destyuction of the in-
stinctive man by the spiritual women - is fundamental to

understanding Lawrence's theories and the developmant of
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charactar-themaai“ Annablet!s peersss wife bocomes Helena

in The Trespasser, Miriem in Sons_ and Lovers, Hermione in’
23

Yoman 1n Lave, and Mre. SlSEﬂﬂ in saron's Rod.

In Tha Tres gser, written trmedi ately after -The White
Peacock, the sacradnoss of instinctive impulses 15 emphasiz-d-
the tltla nf the novel alludes to the man who, by dlsuhaying “
the volces of his Holy Ghost, 1g a sioner of life; HMoreover,
in fha novel some more baslc cauéea of the failure of lova
relation botween man and woman are given: the lack of fulfill-
ment, and the fear of physlcal contact,’ These failures &ro
dramatizaﬁ by the relations between Siegmund and Beatrice,
and Siagmuﬁd and Helena. In the relation of the flrst pair
Lavwreonce shows a puritanical relationship which brings neither
oy nor fulfiliment to each of the lovers, because it condemn3s
any manifestatiuu of passions, and deatrums human warmth.
Being a Puritan, Peatrl ce considers the phgsical aide of love
as unnecessary and disgusting. Too religlous 1o leave her
spontaneous husband alone she tries to impose Puritanical
morélit? on him, and by so doing she losea Siegmund to Halena,
a school teacher, to whom he has taught mnasic. Dlagatisfied
with the confining, suffocati ng atmosphere of his houss,
Slegmind escapes by goeing to the iale. of Wight where ha atays
with Helena; his golng away from Bestrice 1s a kind of rebirth
to him.. |

Etaymng with Helena, Siagnund is intensaly moved, Ma
tenss, vivid body of flesh without mindiﬂzh and feels hazpy
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"ag sach traee in a fﬂfest aﬁ dawﬁ utters astonished cries of
dolizht."® But, very soon, he gradually finds that he cannat’
get - Trom Halena what his wifé hhé_faiié&lﬁﬁig;we_him, for
Helena'ravealszherself:aa'a sﬁifitualised apd'idealised girl:
. VGhe belﬁnged.to that class of 'dreaming.WOmﬂﬁf wivh vhom.
passion e€xhausts itself at the mouth, Her desire was accom~

plished in a real kigs,"2®

She.doss not need him as a person;
but a8 & dream, and her dream of him i more than Siegmund
himself, - More realistic sham her, Siegmﬁnd tells his lover
frankly that he nead rhysical paasion of love, which he con=
siders to be haﬁic, essential and laudable in thes relaticn

of man and wmsn, Heleng suddenly realises that lowve is not
ideal, %Yag single and wonderful thing in a man's lif¢ as hirth.ﬂz?
but tenporary and physieal. It is her hour of disillusion.

The Eeigﬁund of her dream is gone, aﬂd; to her, he is only

an brdinary'man of flesh-and-blood, who demznds & physical

union with a woman, Believing in the glorification of the
spirit she feels scornful for the fTlesh,; and her complste

_ Ealf-sufficienﬁr aventually destrogs their relationghip.,

Helena, who mzde sexual advances te him, holding his heed to
her bosom, cardsaing his body; thrilling obviocuely to his
kisses, even lying in his erms, revelses with horror when

he takes her physiczlly. At the decislve moment she cries
hysterically, for she hos never had this kind of experience
befnra; énd her spirltual nature makes her despise fha natural
28

consumnation of passion, After this first sexual encounter
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huth-Siegmunﬂ and Helena feel separated from each other “the
sense of onenest snd umicy of thelr fates are gone," nZ9

Roturning to his Puritanicel wife, Siegmurd finds hims
self in = dilemma: he camnot stand his wife's morality, yet
he is uwneble %o ge back to Helena, with wvhom his relationshlp
hes been a failure, He knows instinctively that to live in
the atmosphere ef moral stuffiness of hims house is to be dead-
alive; but he darenot leave his wife and the children. Toe
wezk to reject the sterile form of life for which Beatrice
stenﬁs, and to endure his wlfe's moral strictures, Sie;uund
thinks of death which can give peace to his soul: 'He wes
sure of a wanderful kindness vhich reszlly reached right
through life, though here he could not avail himself of it. n30
Unable to declde which onsa he should do, staying with hls
family or going away unconventionaily to "fulfill” his “self™,
Siegmuml finally commits suicide. He is & trespasser, 3
sinner of life, becuusc he destroge his owm life sgmbolically
by living with Beatrice_whusé moral tightness suffocates his
life; and actually by killing himself.

In the reiutions between Siegmurd and his wife, and
Siegmund apd Helens, we see some of Laurentiun characteristic
diseases of man-woman rolationship, the lack of humgn warrth
between man and womsn, a&nd the f{ear of phgsiﬁal contact, |
rezsulted from Puritanical merality and spirivual nature i man,

These two motives find their full expressions in the next novel,

Sons and lovers,
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