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LADY CRATTERLEYS LOVER

"The valid blood-relation between man and woman” 1s
explained fully and finally in Lawrence's most controversial

novel, Lady Chatterléy's Lover, He esxpresees here the stata

of sex relationship much more explicitly than he did anywhere,
for he belleved that a deep and énduring man-woman relation |
couldn't be established so long as people had false andlwrong
attitudes toward sex, the most vital instinet man has.343
Lawrence felt that men and women of his time were sexually

111 thrﬁugh generations of miedirection about sex. BHecause of
their inharited Victorian prudery sex was treated hypocriti-
cally: 1t was a taboo, and assoclated with indecency - as
something shemeful and disgusting.th In other words they
were too prone to concentrate everything on the méntal.life,
and pald lesa aﬁtention to thalr physical beings, conszldered
as the sexual snimel parta. Thﬁs, he felt, they were living
only with halfl of themselvea,.and, consequently, their livee
were pocr and emaeculated.3#5 Having helleved that sex formed
& very essential part of man-woman relationship, and that the

physical life was ol grsat importance, lLawirence wrote Lady

Chatterley’'s Lover in order to, &5 he says, "make the sex
1, n306

ralation valid and precious, 1nstead of shamefu and to
enable man and women "to think eex, fully, completely, honeatly,
and cleanly.“Bh?

‘I . . '
The novel's strong pattern derived from the contrast
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between the twe c¢ouples, Sir Clifford amd his wife, anﬂ Mellors
and Lady Ghatﬁerley, The relationship of the firat pair 1is
another example of 8 wrong kind of marriage, which can never
be right, Sir Clifford stands for the pecple who lack the
emctiocnal depth and the capability for eincere relationahiﬁ
"and tenderness, and who have a false sttitude towards sex.
Becauge of his intallacﬁuality and his cold-~bloocdedness, he
tries to mentsllze edx - to change it from the baslie physlical

L8 His relation with Consatance

meaning into 2 mental quality.
Chatterley 15 4 kind of companionship thet goes beyond love,
where sex seems almost irrelevant. To him "sex was merely an
accident, as an adjunct, one ¢of the curlous cbeolete, organic
ﬁ}ocesses which persiasted in its own clumasiness, but was not
really ne:essary."jhg And his impotence, caused by a war-
wound, cuts the physicel slde of marriage from hie wife com-

350 Connie (Lady Chattarley), who is passionate and

pletely.
whose sexual instinct is healthy, has to live with him in his
family house, Wragby Hall, where everything 1s organized mecha-
nically in "good order, strict cleanliness, and stric¢t punctualil-
ty,“351 uctterly 1sclated from other people; for Clifford, be=
cauee of the pride in his clasa supericrity and the lack of

human warmth, doasn't want to be acquainted with the lowar-

class peopla, even the mipnars who work far h:l.m..‘”2 His isola-
tlon from the eolliers on whom his weelth dapends has its root

in hia isalation from Connle. Betwsen them ¥there was no touch,

no actual contaet, It waa &8 1f the whole thing took placa

iln a vacuum."353 And "he was B0 mueh at one with her, in his
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mind and hers, bu?&odily they are non-existent to onme another
f@i"aih It 15 & purely.mental life they share. Cﬁnnie,
ﬁinca'ahq likes Him chiefly for.hia intellectuaiity3 dnesﬁ't
mind to lead this kind cof life with him.

Ciifford‘s mental activity is Hriting; and he, very
" soon, meets with remafkabl? repld success, although there is
"nothing” in his stories.>>> In all that he does Comnie is
very close to him in mind, and she acéapta Cliffordrs inﬁrea—
singly marrow view of iifa. He tries to convince her that the
real meaning of marriage 1s “Ehe life=long companicnship ~ the
diving tageﬁhar from dﬁy to day, not the eleeping tcgether,“356
and that sex 1s only a trivial addition to life, and really of
- np greatlimportanca. n"If we stick to that,™ he ana; Twe ought
to be able teo arrange this sex thing, as we arrange golng to
the dantist...“357 Besldes, he gathers an intellectuRl circle
around him, mostly men, and all of ihﬂm relegate sex to the
ptatus of a merely primitilve or mechanical act, For them
8ex 18 & casual thing, rather cbeclete, and "not necessary.¥
“"The whole point about the sexual problem 1s,™ Hammond, one
of the intellect.u&ie says, f“that there 1s nec polnot te 1t..,
we don't Hﬂﬁt to follow & man into the w,c., 80 why should
we want to follow him to bed with a woman,..If we tock no
more notice 0; the one thing than the other, there'd be no
prnblem.“358 To him sex 1s slightly irritsting, and perhaps
at bottom rather degrading - as "going to the w.c." also is,
Connie feels dull with this kind of talk; and vime rolls cn
at the hall in a kind of void, unmarked by any aignificaent

human contacts, "Time went on. Whatever happened, nothling
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happened, because she was s5o0 beautlfully out of contact.
She and Clifford llved in their ideas and their booke...">>7

But very soon Connle's "body™ rebela agsinst the mental
life, and clalme 1te own nesds. Unlike Clifford she has a
body that will not bhe easily denled or auhdﬁed.360' Connie
ﬁacumaa more and more restlese and lonely, and inevitably
ashe takes a lover - Michaelsis, a su::éaaful trivial p;ﬁy*
wright,'bhe'cynical routsider® whose "etiay-dog" soul appeals
to the potential mother inm her, It 1 haer lonliness snd warm
heartednesas that drives her intc Michaelais' arms. Cononie
is not looking for sexual sstisfaetion. If it had simply been
8 case that her husband was sterile and she wanted sex, she
tould have, and would have, had sex in every hedge and ditch
merijbq.

_i. - Connde feels wrongly that the relaticonship

with Michaelals will drive away & sense of belng lost from her.
¥ichaelails regarde sex as an intereasting and pleasant pastine,
and flattering to his own ego, but who has never really ex-
perienced it in the manner of which Lawronce approvee! M...dt
is in the pgsﬁinnal gecret placges of life, abowve all, that
the tide of aenmitive awaraness needa to ebb and flow, clean=

8ing and rreshening..."Bﬁl

Connie 1s rather alew in tke phy-
eical consummation with him, and furicusly Michaelals a2buses
her, at an incimate moment, for her trick of holding back

in the act of love, then making him "hang on" until she satls-
fled herself: "This speech wae one of the crucial blows of
Connlets 1life, It killed somethinz in her...her whole sexual

feeling lor him, or for aany man, collapsed that night..."362
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He unexpectedly strikes her belief in perfeect human freedom,
and Connie beglns to doubt if & uﬁman has the right to ﬁhe'
exaltation of love,

The relations between Michaslais and Connie illustraves
a wrong kind of sex relatiomship - a relationship in Hhich.
each of the lovers is considered to be only an instrument
for the otherts pleasure, MMichaelsls has no regard for her
(or for himself} as a human being, end he wants to use Connie
almply as an objJect, as & body on which he can find his own -
thrill, Sex iz treatad as casual and prﬁmiacuoua,363 bringing
no real joy nelther to man nor woman, Connie, then, conti-
nues to'go through the days drearily, with an increaaing
weariness. "There was nothing now but this empty treadmill
of what Clifford c&lled the integrated lifa, the long living
togather of two pecople, who sre in the habit of being in the

n36h

aame house with one another, And Connle feals that she

has been cheated:
All the great vords, it seemed to Connle, were can-

celled for har generation, no love, Joy, happiness, home,
mother, father, husband, all these great dynamic¢ words were

half dead now, and dying from day to day. House was a place
you lived in, love was & thing you didn't foel yourself about,
Joy was a word you applied to a good Charleaton, happinessa

was a term of hypocrlsy used to bluff other people, a father
was an individual who enjJoyed his own exlstence, a husband
was a man you lived with and kept going in apirita. As far
sex, tha last of the great words, it was just a cocktail

term for an excltement that bucked you up for & while, then
left you more ruggy than ever...365
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To her all these worde apply to the deadness of the ¢ld
morality, represented by 3ir Clifford. who, because of his
lack of human warmth, stripé all warm maanings from fhe words.
"The casual sex™ he saya emphatically, "ia nnthing; compared

to the long life lived tdgethar."Bﬁﬁ

And Connie grafduelly
sees that he 1s not only physically impotent but also spirltual-
ly sterile. Once he suggesté to her to firpd a "suitable™ man |
to give her a child: "I we brought 1t up at Wragby 1t would
belong to ua and to the place, I don't belleve weory intensaly
in fatﬁerhooi. If we had the child to rear, 1t would be our
oun...“367 Connie feels that his offer to accept the child,
which he cells "it", as his own, 1s not an act of kindness.

He reEardé her body as only an instrument to prcduqé childran;
gshe knows from her experlences that to give herself is not &
simple mechanical act, but one heavy with emotional implica-
tians; end she hates his idea that a child should be born
sclely from individuals who do not love each other. Clifford's
lack of human sympathy la revealed to Connle more when they go

368 When his motor chalr breaks down

to the wood together,
Clifford fufioualr tries to atart it up egaln, but when nothing
happens, he agrees to horn for Mellors, Then Mellors comes;
but Clifford, because of the pride in his class superiority,
refuses any aid from his gamekeeper, whom he treats rather
contemptuously. He tries to make the chair rum up the hill

by its own engine - to show to Connie and Mellors that the

machine will never fall men. But the motor doesn't run, &and

Clifford 1s forced by clreumstance to ask for Mellors' help.
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Mellors wearly killse himself in pushing the mechanical wheel
chair. Connie for the first time "cnnscinualy and definitely
hated Glifford.“369 And she feels much more detached fram
him: "it was strange, how, free mnd full of life it made her
feal, to hate him and tc admit 1t fully to herself, - *Now
Itve hated him, I shall never be able to go on living with
him,' came the thought into her_mind.“a?u She hates him
consclously and vividly because she feels that he has made
a false demand on her sympathiea. Clifford 1p not a cripplé
to whom she should give her sympathy. He is proud and has
no real warm feelings for anyone:

Deep inslde herself; a sense of Ainjustice, of being
defrauded, began to bura in Connis...Poor Clifford, he
was not to blame. His was the greater misfortune, It
was all part of the general cagtastrophe.

And yet was he not in a way to blame? This lack of
warmth, this lack of the simple warm, physical contact,:
was he not to blame for that? He was never really warm,
nor ever Kind, only thoughtful, cconslderate, in a well- -
bred, c¢old sort of way! But never warm as a msn can be
warm to a woman, as sven Connle%s father could be warm
to her, with the warmth of a man who dld hime=lf well,
and intended, but who stlll could comfort a woman with
& bit of his masculine glow. 371

Connle's hatred of Clifford 1s increased when she accl-

dentally sees Mellora washing in the ya:d.j?z His strong

body symbolically makes her aware of hers; and she beglns to
realize how the mechanical marriage with Clifford haa degew
nerated it,. Suddenly a sense of life slipping past, unlivad
comea to Connle, and she sees the significance of her doctor?ts
worlls: "You're spending your life without renawal it n373

And she feels she has made & seriocus mistake in marrylng
Clifford: "&Eanae of rebellion smouldered in Connie. What

was the good of it all? What was the good of her sacrifice,
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her devoting her life te Clifford? What was ahqéerving afﬁer
all? A cold spirit cf.vanity, that had no warm human contacts
..."31# Connie revolts against Clifford by detachlng herself
away frnm.him: Mrs, Bolton, the ?ariah nurse, is called in to
replace her at Clifford's side, and Connie spends more and
more time in walking in the wood - the only sanctugrf from
the menace of induatrialism, Eventuélly ahe finds what she
wants -~ "a resurrection in the body"™ d1in her relations with
]‘-I\ia!].lt:rrEI-.'3"?5 _

The rel&tinnéhip betwean Mellors and Connle ia.intended
as an example.uf & propar eax-relationship whare tenderness,
phgelcel passion, and mutual respect all flﬁw together, It
begine rather slowly, beceuse neither she nor he wants to be
involved with each other., Connie, slpce Mlchaelnls, doesn't
want to make A new mistake with other men, Mellore himself
is a grown man of nearly forty, whoae experlences with women
only brought bitternees to him., His manhood was offended by
his "splritual™ girl griends, and sex in his married life
became & brutish activity, for Berthe Coutts liked to "grind
her cwn coffee™ 1p the z2ct of love, and, opposite to Clifford,
tried to put marriage on & purely physlcal level., Mellors
haa kept himself aloof from hia wife for four years, and
determiped not to make any contact with women agaln, This
makeg him rather rude to Connie whose presence 1n the wood
1 a4 kind of trespessa on his privacy. He resents her demand
of using his cottage as her resting place; Mellors speaks
dialeet to her, &and his manner is coarse and smeering. Since

he has no right to prevent Cennle from going in the wood,
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Mellors tries to aveld her as far as posseible, But finally
he can't reslst her, and when compassion and desire become
pcwe}fully mingled he gives up his isolation. This happens |
on one leovely sunny day when the firat chick hatches out.
"Connle crauchéd ﬁo wat ch in a sort of ecstasy. Life, lifa!
Pure, sparkly, fearleas new lifa!“a?é And she cries bitterly
at the sense of her cwn forlorness, Mellors, moved by campad-
glon, goes to her, "You shouldn't cry,"3?7 he says softly,
and so starts their roalationship.

The physical relations hefween Mellors and Connio are
fully described because Lawrence wanted to ehow the depth and
enduring qQuality of the true sex relationship, and to make
us sea that sexual act 1z not shameful ﬁr degrading, but is

netural and necessﬂry.a?s

Each episcde indicated its efiect
on Connie's awdareness of her sexual nature - how "the phallic
consciousness™ is awakened in her, and how she learne to know
the real meanings of "tendsrness™ and "passlon.” It conveys
some part of the genﬁr&i chenge of being in Connle - [rom
the [irst submlssion to the final rooting out of shame, Mbref
over, the full description of the sexual act shows that sex
relationship 1s a mutual process, not the physical coming
together for satisfaction of a quick physical need, but =&
daep; and enduring relationship where man and woman have
emotional commitment with each other, as Connle and iisllors
do.

Mellors, after his first sexual encounter with Connie,

feels sorry for what he has done to her: "Almoet with bit-

terhess he watched her go. She had connected him up &again,
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when he had wanted to be alone...he had taken a woman, and
brought on himgelf e new ¢ilrcle of pain and dnnm...“379 But
at the same time he feels warm at the thought of Connle
whose .tendearness has not been destroyed neither by education
not industrialism.

He thought with infinite benderness of the woman. Poor
forlorn thing, she was nicer than she knew, and ch! so much
too nice for the tough lot she was in contact with, Poor
thing, she too had some of the vulnerability of the wild
-hyatinths,she wasn't all tough rubber-goods and platinum,
like the modern glrl...Tender! somewhere she was tender,
tender with a tenderness cf the growing hyacinths, some-
thing that has gone out of the celluloid women of today...380

Mellors himsel{ possesses tenderness whieh Sir Clifford

and his race lack. And in describing Mellors' relations with
Comnie the words "warn', "tender™, "human" are used repeatedix
to suggeat the importance of tenderness in man-womsin relation-
ship.BHl Hellors and Connie are the only couple in the indus-
trialized Tevershall village, which is deec¢ribed as the negﬂion
of all heauty, whose relationship is full of warmth, humanity

and tenderneas.382

The "phallle tenderness™ solves the old
dominance - submisslon problam in marriage, since Connla now
submits to Mellors because of the warmth between them, and he
ylelda to her, i1f necessary, for the same reason. Both of
them find what Lawrence callad "the passional seyret sources
of life" \ghers "the tide of sensitive awareness needs to ebb
and flow, cleansing and freahening..."333 Connlie is trana-
formed into a new beilng.

And it seemed she was like the aea, nothing but dark
waves rising and heaving, heaving with e great swell, so
that slowly her whole darknees was in motion, and she was
cocean rolling icve dark, dumb mase, Oh, and far down inside

her the deeps parted and rolled asunder, in long, far-
travelling billows, and ever, at the quick of her, the depths
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parted and rolled asunder, from the centre of soft plunging,
a3 the plunger went deeper and deepsr, touching lower...till

- suddenly, in & short, shuddering convulgion, the quick of
all her plasm waa tcuched, she knew herself touched, the
consummation wag upon her, and she was gone, She wag gone
and she was born: a woman...38% '

This ids the state where she and Mellors &chleve an ex-.
perience of complate abandoned sensual enjoyment, simply for
its o'm sake., They are fully alive now, and as Lawrence puts
it in Apogalypse:

‘For man, the vast marvel is to be alive. For man, as

for flower and beast and bird, the supreme triumph 1s to

be most vividly, most perfectly alive, Whatever the unborn
and the dead may know, they cannot know the beauty, the
marvel of being alive in the flesh. The dead may lcok
after the dead afterwards. But the magnificent here and
now of 1ife 15 the flesh ¢f ours and ours alcne, and ours
only for a time...385

Connie is awakd to passion, beauty and human warmth
through her rekaticnship with Mellere, who returng, from lonely
isolation, to 1life and warm-hearted love., With Connlie by hils
gide Mellors is ready to fight agailnst the world where all
life sacrificed to Y"coal and iron": "And she is my mete, And
it is a battle against the m&ne, and the machine, and the
insentient ideal mongkeyishness of the world, And she will

stend behind me...m38%

Love is used as & weapon against
mechanlsm which robs life of 1ts purpose and vitallty.

When Connie 1g pregnant, they decide to live together
on a farm of thelr own, and each tries to divorce a former
mate. They refuse to pass the baby into Clifford’'s hands,
because they fesl that the baby 1s the product of their love.
€heir relationship 1s a serlous, responsible affair though
it 1s not within wedlock, Had they only wanted promiscuous

s&x they wouldn't have thought of marrlage, and of thelr living
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together, Thia 1s seen eclearly in Mellors! letter to Cﬂnnie;
who 1s walting to joln him when he gets a divorce: |

+s+NOW 1t 18 time to be chaste - it 13 so good to be

chaste, like & river of cold water 1ln my socul. I love the

chastity now that it flows between us. It 1s like fresh -

water and rain, How can cne want wearisomely to philander.

What a misery to be lika Don Juan, and impotent swver to

buck oneself into peace, and the little flame alight, im-

potent and unable to be chaste in the cool between-whiles,

a5 by a river,387

Between kMallors and Connls theré will be perlods of

extraordinary chaswgness, Love, For them; 1s assoclated with
tenderness, with thought for the other person, with the creation
of new life, with regard for the conaequence, and not with the
- mere satisfaction of the animal body. IThia is a proper rela-
tionship between man and woman which shculd comblne them per-
fectly together. Lawrence defines thils right relation by
contrasting it with the unsatisfactory relation between Hichaelsis
and Connie, Sir Cldfford and Connie, and Mellors and Bertha
Coutts. lawrence belleves that man is whole, mortal flesh and
spirit, and that his two parts are not at war with each other.
Man can't come to mental fulness 1f he attempts to get rid df
his physical being by thinking that it is a ;éxual animal,
and he can!t know the gontent in the mind if he tries to
destroy the natural being of his body. In other words body
and mind are equally important. Body without mind is brutish;
mind without bedy (which Lawrence thought a more common error
today} is a depart from our double being. Connie's relations
with Clifford goes wrong because of his attempt to put marriage

cn a pure spiritual lesvel: “"Marrlage" Lawrence says, "is no

marriage that is not besically and permanently phallic."338



114

Mellors breaks frem his wife because she demands too much
physical thrill from him.

In the relations between Mellors aml Ceonnle sex 1s
ralsed from a mere animal function to a truly human activity,
asscocliated Hifh tenderness, compasslon, and mutual affection.
And with the purpose of making "the sex relatlion vélid and
389

precious, instead of shamsful,m and of enablling men and
women "to think eex, fully, completely, honeatly, and clean-
1y,"390 Lawrence describes poetically the intimate sexual
act between Cennle and Melilors mu;h more fully than other

391 He shows openly and frankly,

English novelists before him.
with great reverence, of course, what everybody knows in
privata and what everyone knowa to be important. And bellieving
that sex le natursl and neceasary, and that 1t 1s & basic of
the life-long unior 1w mind and soul of man and woman, Lawrence
lays a gret emphasls on the physical eids of love. "“There

1s nothling wrong with sexual feelings in themselves,' he says,
"so0 long as they are straightforward and not sneaking or sly.
The trouble with sex is that we daren't speak of it or think

of 1t naturallyﬂjg2 Lawrence felt that 8o long as man and
woman regarded sex as something shameful, and disgusting,

they would lose what might be their vital strength, and
couldn't establish & deep and enduring relationehlp between
them. And in order to llberate the people from the Victorian
prudery, and to make "an adjustment 1n consclousness to the

basle physical realities,”393 Lawrence usaod many cobscene

words connected with the body, including "the four-letter
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words," through the mouth of Mellors, a man of the lower

3Gk

class, He felt that all the "great worda™ never stand
by themsslvea but alwaye spring from living relationships,
and lead to the soul's fulfillment in this life, And, be-
cause of this, Connie, when she {s fulfilled with Mellers,
segd the sacred meaning of the word "love™ and feels warm

when Mellors uses the cbacene words in his speech.
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