CHAPTER VIII 95

THE PLUMED SERPENT

In The Plumed Serpent, Lawrence shows the possibility

of balanc¢ing love with "purposive activity®, end the flesh
with the spirlt {(intelleect). The.old Mﬁxicén god, Quatﬁal;
¢oatl-The Plumed Serpent or the Bird-Snake god, whom Don Ci-
priano and Don Reman,the Mexlcen intellectuals; try to restore
to Mexico; symbolizes a poasible religiows combination of the
flesh and the apirit..au9 Don Cipriano and Keate Leslie, the
folivwers of Quetvzalcoatl, are Laurentian-~ideal man &and wumhn
who c¢an polarize the two centera of conséiouanass, the blood
and the braln within themselves, and are able to achleve
fulfillment with each other.”>" The relstion between the
sexes, a8 shown through Clprianc and Kate, 15 an o0ld orlental
man-woman reletionship in which & women hap to submit to
"mals authority."jll

When Kate meets Ciprlano, the Mexican ganeral, she,
a widow of fofty who had twe husbande, no longer yearns for
the love of a man or excltement or "the thing called 'Life'“.jli'
All she wants is "to be alcne Hith the unfclding flower of
her own soul, in the delicata silence that 1s the midst of
things."313 Having been exhausted by Weatern civillzation
wlth its over~emphasis on the mind, sha runs away from the
"mechanical cog-wheel people”™ of the civilized England to
Maxico, where she hopea to find her salvaticon: "Give me
the mystery ahﬂ let the whole live agaln for mel...And deli-

ver me from man's autumatiam.“3lh Her intsrest in Cipriano
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15 aroused by her fasination of the cld Mexican geds, expeclally
Quetzaleoatl: he and Don Hamon are the leaders of the Quet-
zaleoatl Movement-a revoluticonary Movement of religlous nation-
alism against the priests and politicians who have ursurped
the sntique pattern of Mexican life. Kate's relation with
Clprianc ia the same as her reaction to Mexico~&a mixture of’
faseination and repulsion. ' To her he is both fascinating and
repulsive, On the one hand she admires his co-operation with
.D;n Ramcn in reviving the anclent Mexican religicn-an activity
that, she thinks, is much better than any other political
revolution, Kate, who "can only love 8 man who 1s fighting
to change the world, to msake it freer, and more alive,"315
feels that Cipriano, with hic ambition to restore the old ithypal-
lic religion to Mexico, is superlicr Lo her dead husband, ﬁB&chin,
an Irish patriut, who fought for the liberty of Ireland. But
on the other hand she notices that hle primltive appearance
which fascinates her has a bit of horror in 1t:¥...hle eyes
were black; as black as jewels intco which one could not look
without a seneation of fear. Yet her fear was tingled with
fascinatiun."al6

To Kate, Ciprianc represents the Mexican gplrit, which
is horror and cherm. She hates the "horror" of Mexico and
wants Lo return to England: "Mexico 1s really a bit horrible
to me, And the black eyes of the people really make my
heart contract, and my flesh shrink. There is a bit of horror
in 1t. And I don't want horror in my soul"317 To this

Clpriano answers:
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Horror 1s real...Get used to it that there muat be
& bit of fear, and a bit of horrer in your life, Marry

me and you will find many thinge that are not horror.
The blt of horror 1s like the geasame seed in the naught,

1t gives that sharp wild flavour. It 18 good to have it
.there,318
But EKate does not believe in "horror" —-- the gharp wild

flayour, which Cipriano considera to be the magie¢ element in
life, the mest and mystery and wonder, She refuses to marry | -
him; although she i1s drawn to him., Kate fesls that ashe caﬁnoh
stand hls "horror* for all her life; and beeldes, she believes
that marriage with an Indiaﬁ 1like him is a kind of degradaﬁioﬁ:
"He 1s alive, and there is a certain fasc¢ination about him,.
But one shouldn't try marrying 2 men of another race."alg
Apart from her soelal prejudice Kate knows that 1l she becomes
hie wife she has to submit to him. Cipriano, with his "undying
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Pan face,"’"  represents the primitive world where "the soul

n321 She will never

of women was dumb, to be forever unapoken.
be treated as Amerlcan women ars usually treated; but will
have to yield to his "magnetic power.," Kate, a self-asgertive
Western woman who belleves in the doctrine of "living for her
own life". feels that any kind of eubmission 1s a blasphemous
degtructicn of her individuality ~== the precious germ of her
life. She shrinks in horror from the idea of losing her "aelf"
in the union of love. What she wants is a "balanced conJunc-
tion", a relationship in which each 1s "fulfilled™ and at the
same time remsins Pindividual,” But Ciprianc demands submis-
sive obedie¢nce frem her, and refuses to recognise her Iindivi-
duality., He believes that in Kate's uncongsclousness exists

the primeval female who wants to Hield to "male authority",

But Kate, inflienced by her modern idea of liberty, tries to
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1gnore thle urge. He telle her:
You think like a modern woman because you belong to
the Anglo-Saxon or Teutonlde world, and dress your hair in
a2 certaln way, and have money, and &re altogether I[ree.
But you only think like thils because you have had these
thoughte put in your head...So when you say you-are free,
you are not free. You are compélled all the time to bae
thinking U.5.A. thnughts...abuut belng & women and being
frea...322
Rate does not belleve in this, and she feels that he
is bullying her with his demand for her "prone submission,™
He tries to destroy her belief in the supremascy of individuslity.
"Alone she was nnﬁhing. Cnly as the pure female correspon-
dlng to hls pure male, did she signlify...As a woman on her
own, she was repulsive, and even evil to him.323

Ciprianc tries to preach her the ancient theory that
nen and women are but broken fragments of one whole.BE# 4lBo
he attempts to impose his 1dea of the "blood-relation™ on her:

If we would meet in the quick, we must give up the as-~
gsembled self, the daily I, and putting off cureelves one
after the other, meet unconaclous inm the Morning Star.

Body, and spirit cen be transfigured intc the Morming Star,
But without tranafipuration we shall never get there. We
shall gnash at the leash,3jz25

The "Morning Star™ is a religous meeting where "the two

goule colncide in their deepest dasire.ﬂjzﬁ It 13 a wrue
comling together of man and woman into a wholeness. WUsually

man and womAn cannot joln 1nto oneness, because "though a woman
be dearer to & man than his own life, yet he 1o he and she is
she, and the gulf can never close up, Any aittempt to close

it is a wvilolation, and the crime against the Holy @hos&.“Jz?
But in "blood-relation™ they can hecome oneness, for "man is
a column of bleod: Woman isc a valley &6 blood“SzB and "blood

1s one blood, We are all of cona blood - stream."BEg Cnly in
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tho commmnpion of the blcood of man and woman arlees the Morming
star,. Kate also believes that "the clua to all livinz end te
all moving - on into now living-lay Iin the vivlid blood-reléba-
tion hétwaan man and woman, A man and a woman in this tege-
therneas are the eclue t¢ all present living and future possi-
hiliﬁy.“jau But she fesle that the togethernees neadec a
balance. To live with Ciprianc "1t meant a submissicn she had
never made. It meant the death of her individual self. It
meant abandoning so much, even her own very foumdatlon, For
ehe hed belisved truly that every man and woman alike was
founded on the 1ndividual,"?3! Dpetermined to preserve her
individuality, Kate daecides to ge away from lMexleo and Don
Ciprianc; but she cannot act cut her decision, She is always
under the mysterious aspell of Cipriano and Mexico. Once, she
goes to cit side by slde with him in the pantheon as the
Goddess falintwi, the bride of the War god, Hultzilopochtli,
whom he assumes to be.?3? put very soon when the “dark"
power 1n her unconscious subsides she revelts against what she
did:

For heoaven's geke let me got out of thils, and bhaeck
to aimple hwnan people...l wWould die rather than be mixed
up in it any more. Horrible, reamlly,both Ramon and Clprilanc.
ind they want to put it over me, with thair high-flown bunk,
and their malintse. BMslint#! I am Kete Forrester, really,
I am peither Kate Leslie por Kate Taylor. I am sick of
theae men putting nemes over me, I was born Kate Forrester,
and I shall die Hate Rerrester., I want to go home. Loathe.
sone, reslly, to be called Malintzi...333
Kate wants to withdraw herself from Don Ciprianc and
Don Remon, who astume themselves to be the representatives
of the Gods Huflitzilopochili and Quetzalcoatl respectively,

But fgaln she carmot return to England. Kate fella:
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It wae as if she has two selves: ona, a new one,
which belonged to Cipriano and to Ramon, one which was
her sensitive, desirious self; the cother, hard and finished,
accomplished, belenging to her mother, her children, )
England, her whole past, The o0ld accomplished self was
curlously invulnperable and insentlent, curiously hard and
"IreeP, In lt she was an individual and her own mistreas.
The cother self wap vulnerable, and organically connected
with Cipriano,...and mo was not "frea™ at all.’i34

Kate does not know what self she must have. "The old
was a prison, and she loathed it. But in the new way she was
not her own mistress at all."335 Hduaver, she has to decilds
exactly whether she will return to England or stay in Mexico
as Clprianct's wife, Kate fesls that she cannot live in Mexicﬁ,
and she sese the polngettiss, which in Mexico are Christmas
Flowers, and longs to see the mlatletoe among the coranges 1in
a fruitierts shop in Hampastead, buses rolling on the rud in
Plceadilly on Christmas Eve., But then she thinks of the
horror of the sort of life women of her own age lead in
"egivlldization®,

Another thing, she had observed, with & touch of horror:
che after the other, her women "friends™, the powerful love-
women, at the age ol farty, forty-five, Fifty, they all lost
their charm and allure, and turned lnto real grimalkins
greylsh, avid, and horrifying, prowling arcund looking for
prey that became acarcer and scarcer. As human beings they
went to plecesa. And they ramained these grey-ribbed grimal-
kins, dressed in elegant clothes, the grimalkin howl even
passing inte thelr gmart chatter,336

And suddenly she thinks that her ege and her indlvidualilty
are not worth the price of becoming like the independent middle-

aged women: "My ego &nd my individuelity are not worth that



101
ghoetly prica.337 “I‘d"; says she, "abandon some of ﬁy e ,
and sink soms of my lndividuality, rather than go like that."333
She feels that she has to mafry Ciprianc without whom she will
become "a horrible, elderly female! And when éiprianu sayQg
that he wants her, Kate yieldé to him. Her final surrender
Lo ﬁipriano reseﬁhlés Alina's surrender to Cicic,lthough with
an added touch of sophistication, which makes 1t seem subtly
parvgrse.ng:
Thrﬂughoﬁt the novel Lawrenc¢e emphasizes the importance
of "purposive™ activity in life: both Ciprianc and Kate are
involved with the Quetgalcoatl Movement, lead by Don Ramon
whe attempts to activate a spiritual rebirth in Mexlc¢o through
reviving the old Axtee¢ Gods who will provide, accordling to him,
an _authentic objective corrslative for rellgious dE?oticn.3AD
Although Ciprianc and Kate have-to devote themselves teo thelr
soclal work, they still have time to find fulfillment with
each other in their sex relatlonship, which is s "bd&hdfrela-
tion'" where they &are joined together mindlessly. With Clprianc
Kate is brought for the first time to the true recognition of
the beauty of sex; and she leels "life surging vivid and re-
sistant within her.“34l This "blood-mnlon™ is the relaticn
between Adam apd Eve in the garden of Eden, before the human
consciousness became besmirched by the sense of sin; and it
ig where man and woman began their manhood and Homanhood+3k2

Thie "vivid blcod-relation' between man and woman 1s explored

'.fully in Lady Chatterlevy's Love, Lawrence's last major novel,
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