CHAPTER V 75
THE LOST GIRL

In The Lost“q;rl,.Lawren:a deals with a girl*s search

Tor fulfillment through love, and he shows that in this quest
ehe has to rejlect the conventional frame of life, and cut
herself off {rom fts soclal and religlous gulde ropes, and
thus become & conventionally "lost girl." Alvina Houghton,
"the lost girl," stands for those who are willing to give ub
all the extranecus factors of life - birth, ﬁealth, and cul-
turq&or their individual satisefaction.

When Alvina, a daughter of a middle-class propristor

of Manchester House, begins her search for a living relation-
ship with a man, she, no longer a girl, 1s twenty-elght. Dis-
gontented with her conventional unfulfilled 1ife, devoted

to housekeeping and to her father's drapery businesa, she feels
that in order to fulfil her "self™ she must rejlect this mecha-
nical bourgeola exlstence, which depgenerates her life:

For day followed day, moath followed month, se&son
after season went by, snd she grubbed away llke a housemaid
in Manchestor Housej she hurried round doing the shopping,
she sang in the cholr on Sundaye, she attended the yariocus
chapel events, ahe went out to wviglt fri-=nde, and laughed
and talked and played games. Dut all the time, what waa
there actually in her 1life? Not much, She was withering
towarda old-maiddom...<2%

Her "terrible and deadly panic¢, which overcomes =20 many .

230

unmarrled women about the age of thirty,™ is lncreaaed by
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the death of her governess, Miss Froat, whose love of inde-
pendence is go intense that she remsaine unmarried until her
death. Before she dies Miss Frost crles hyaterically for the
loss of love, and Alvina seems to hear in the older woman's
sobs the augulsh of an old maid, the anguish "fealised in all
its pain after the age of fifty~the loss 1n never having been
able to relax, to submit.“zj; Determined that she musﬁ not
he llke Hias:Frpat, Alvina tries to find salwation in her rela-
tionshlp with men, After her affairs whith Mr. May, the
manager of her fatherts cilnema=-cum~theatrre, and Albert Whltman,
an Oxford intellectual graduate, she finds her real mate,
Cicle, an 1lliterate Itallan strolling player, one of the
Natcha—Kee-Tau&raaIﬁeup13uan acting group conslieting of
Madame Rochard and four ycung men, who perform Red Indian
ballets. Cicio is not a noble zauvage; like the other per-
formers hé 1s commonplace and not particularly intelligent,
certainly not ncble, especlally in his manner. Madame Rochard
tells her that he 1z the bad boy of the company, and sometimes
she fears he has no heart. But Alvina feels that he is really
good: "She felt convinced of hils ultimate good-nature. He
seemed to her to be the only paasionately good-natured man
she had ever seen. She watched him vaguely, with atrange
vague truat, implicit beliefl in him. In him - in what?232
The rest of the novel 1s an attampt to answer this question,
and 2 vindication of Alvina'a courage and faith 1ln her own
intuition. When he kisses her for the first time, on the day
of her fether's death, it 1s like "coals of fire on her hasad,"233

Hut after a rather embarrassing "wedding® according to the rites



of Kishwelgin, in a theatrical boarding-house, he "took her
and simply assagsinated har",zjh and she "knew that he 1intended
her to be his alave."235 Yet Alvina still retains her falth
in hils “pasaionate:gﬂod-naturé"; and dees not listen to.any
advice of her friends, Ciclo came from a village in the Abruszzi,
Madame Hochard tells her, and has known extreme poverty as a
labourer and boatmen in Haples; and, Madame Rochard points
out, how can ehe be sure that he is not merely hoping to riéa
in the weorld by attaching himself to her? Alvina, strong-
minded, pays no &ttenticn toc thla remark., She admit that
Ciclo hes & shallow and vulgar side, but he has alsoc an Told
beauty, formed through eivilization after civilimation“zj&
which make him at bottom indilferent to poverty and wealth.
"Conly his little modern education made money and independence
an idee fixe. Old instincts told him the world wes nnthing“???
She truste him, although he is such a stranger to her, and
she submits to him even when he tekes her against her will.
Determined to make her own 11fe and to go her own wa]rl,
Alvina follows him from her home in & Rottinghamshire mining
village to Clclo's home in the Abruzzi:™ 'Jou're & lost girl!?
¢ried Miss PFinnegar..i:'l like being lost,! said Alvina.“z?s
All her friends think that i1t is not love that makee her
marry lower than hersz2lf, but 1t is her romantic infatuaticn.
Alvina's love for Ciclc is not, of courme, a romantic lavé;l
for she know that he 12 not a charming prince, and that he
hes both faults and geodness. She marries him because she

knows instinetively thet he is her mate, who can fulfil her

111‘.&.239 Har reaction to Ciclo is seen clearly when she and
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Cieloc sare at the Itellian consulate where they get marricd:

She turped to him,. He sat with the pen perched
flouriebingly at the end of his filngersa, euspended
in the sarious and artlstic businses of [i1lling in
g form. /nd his face had & dark lumincusoees, like
a dark transparence which was shut snd has now ex-
panded, She guivered, as if it was mere than ske
could fear. TFor his face wad ¢pen like a {lower
right. te the depths of his goul, & dark, lovely
trauslucenc{, vulnerable to the deep 9u1¢k of his
soul. The lovely, rich darhoess of bis couthern mae
tura, 50 different fyom bher own, sxposing 1teelfl now
in itp Eiasianata vulnerability, made her go white
with 8 kind of fear. Feor an instant, her lface sesnsd
drawn and old as she looked dowm at hig, answeringhis
quasticn. Then her eyes became sliphtless with tears,
ahe stooped ce 1f to leok at his writing...240

Her reaction to him is a kind of attraction-repul-
sicn. On the ope hand she feels that to foliow a man
about wham ahe knows very little to an unknown life in a
country about whilch ahe koows nothin: at all nmeans the
riax of her life, and thia feecling makes her shrink from
him; buct on ths other hand she feels that in epite of thelr
vary differsnces he is a really good man, and, &bove all,
he is her mate.

After the emction of seeing the last of war-time
England, "iike a long ash-grey coffim, slowly uuhmarging"zhl
it moemed to repudiate the sunshins, ©o remsin unillumi-
nated, long &nd asb-grey and dead, with streaks ol gnaw

like caremnntu"zﬁz

and the exciltemant of travel acroams the
centinent. Alvina socn realise= that life in the mountain

 hamlet of
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Califano 1s imposseible. Thilis is & country for old men, every
one telis her; all the youhg people try to get away. Therse,
she notlces, the peasants are rancorous and dsngerous: "When
‘she thought of the inside of the native panplé she shuddered
ﬁith repulsaion, aé in the grea;; degraded church of Casa
. Latina., They were l-uu:u'ril:alnra."ﬂ*:d Ehal'.'feela that she must
go-away, 1f only to Pome, where st least there will be English
peuple,mor back to England, or to imerica. But the hond
between her and Ciclo 1s unbreakable. JShe finds that under
hia faulta lie his superior warmth, industry, and simple lcve
of 1l1ifa, She loves him, she 18 his woman, and despite all
tho hardship that 13 hetter than being an old mald-back in
Nottinghamahire where she found neither joy nor fulfillment.
Through her relation with Cielc she achieve phgaical fulfill-
ment, and that 1s enough for her. Fulfillment in both spiritc
and body is the most important thing in 1ife; however, it is
better to be fulfilled physically than never to be fulfilled
at all. Thus when Clclo, who 1s going to be a goldier, urges
her to go away and not walt for him, she tells him that she
will stay there, and sghe tries to convinee Clelo that the war
can separate them from each other just for a while: "If you
make up your mind to come back," she encourages him," you will
come back, We have cur fate in our handa."zhu He will come
back to her, Ciclo eays, and "Bo damned to them all.“2h5‘

Alvina, who has married Cicio, an illiterate Italian
peasant, and who is now living in the barren district among
foreigners, may be called "the logt girl" as her friends call

her; but for Lawrence "she is nct mormlly lost," because she
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has found her salvation through Clcle's love, and her search
for fulfillment of her "self", Lawrence insisted, is an essen~
tially moral act, even if it makes her reject all society.ghg

The relation between Ciclo and Alvina is ancther example
of a familiar Laurentian doectrine that love mst pay nc haed
- to mere conventions or class conacibusness. Their marriliage
is quite satisfactory, because both of them are fulfilled
with each nﬁhér. Between them there is no problem 6f dominance,
gince Alvina willingly submits to Eicia,za? Submission usually
ends all the conflicts betwesn Laurentian men and women. The ‘
setisfactory relation of Clcio and Alvina 13 contrasted with

the relaticn between Aaron Sisson and his wife in the next

novel, Aason's Red, in which man-woman relationship 1s ssen

in terms of a Fight by the woman toc possess the man, and of

the man's [furicus struggle to escape.
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