CHAPTER I1I1I 33

THE RAINBOW

The maln theme of The Ralnbow ls the struggle of men

and women, imn three different generations of the Brangwens,
tc achieve peace and fulfillment with each other - to obtaln
"the rainbnw;“ a symbcl of the complete pnlarized'relationship.
In this relationshlp the lovers are transfigured, separate;
yet'%each achleves through the other a fulfillment which is
beyond the recogﬁiz&ble berdera of a seemingly satisfactery
phyeical relationship. Success or fallure of marrlage is
judged by how far men and women approach thils reiigioua slde
cf love. The conflicts between the sexes, as represented
in the novel, are the conflic¢ts in thelr unconscicus minde,
which Lawrence for the first time attempts to throw light on.?B
Tom Brangwen and Lydia Lensky are the first married
couple whose relationship 1s carefully examlned. They are
very different from each other: he 1s & rough, uncultlvated
English farmer whose whole life 1& physical and organic, while
she ie & half-aristocratic, rather intellectual Polish lsdy.
Tor hes been interested in a foreigner since hile first meeting
with a Frenchman &8t an inn where he went vo drink - an en-
counter which made him wonder: "there was a life so different
- from what he knew it. What was there outside his knowledge,
how much?,...What did everything mean? Where was life, in
ﬁﬁﬁt which'ha knew or all cutaide himself?“7g Seeing Lydia

for the first time in the read, Tom is thrilled by her
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.furei_gnn_eaa, and he knows inat.im;tivsljr that she is hia
raal.mte.au "That fa her,“ he sags involuntarily. 'Lydia,
a widow of t.hirt.;,r-t.wo, 1s struck by his vitality and youth;
to her he is very young ani fresh (Tom is twanty—-aight]
His “blnnd“‘ suddenly tells her "to t.&.ka him, to h.E.'FE him,
and then to relinquish nim,."” 3;‘ Thus their marriaga ie hased
chiefly on “hlood-knnwled:re,“ i a, they marry hecause they
feel that they are bound together by "blnnd.“sz Hewever, tha
dii_‘i‘ic_ni.‘-,tiea are inevitable, since they are two complex
heing_al'uith different paasts, but cq_rmnit_ted ta ...'I.ive_ tugsther;
'I‘oui_'s cholece of a foreigner sug.gési:a the necer.ait:,r_of seéing
the ;‘Jt-her. partner in a permapent sex relat.ion as genuinely
other; i.e. the Potherness®” of the married couple must be
" respecied in every aapect.a3 But at first this lfact 415 nut.
recogniged, and the beginning of th elr married life is a
i‘ailu.‘re.j_ Tum. alwaya feels that t;her'e ia forejignness between
him aml (his wlifs, "such it'1t.ilm.=|ur.-:g||r of embrace, and such p.t.t.er
foreignness of contact." nBb The}.r have nnt.hing to t.alk abm.lt. o
and do not even have much remgnition of each other._ 1here._
is alwags a'distance" between them; each feecls separat.ed in
 his own self, However, the hours of remrteness usually
alternate wlth moments of intense consumnation. Life works
through the complex. interaction c;f csameness. and differences
between people who are deeply linked by ties of "blood.™.
In apipe _nr forelgnness, Tom amd Lydia feei that they EI“E
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inextricably huund. to ome another, amd their relatidnsﬁi_p
is described by Lewrence as “undccountable.® Amd 1n Hﬁrk.‘l_.ngl
out the relationship .bet.ween the two, Lawrence shoWs us
the .tensiona and poventislitles of marriage.

Though the relation springs from muwal need, there
is i:.ndeper;dence that cannot be permitted.  Tom '&oéan't.'realize
‘this; he wants to possess his wife, who, in returmn rescts
furi ousrly. Hé overlooks the peparateneas or otherness of
Lydia, whose talk about Poland and 'something strange and

83 mkes him feél cut

foreign and outelde of his life,..™
off completely from her. It is difficult for Tom to live
with his wife with the shadow of her past between them. Lydia
becomes more and mbre ‘uneware of Tom, especially at the time
of her pregmancy during which he g es out to the pub fre-
quently in order to"escape the madness of sitting next to
her™ when she does not belong to him, and when she ia "aa about
ae any wopan in indifferance" can ba.36
Moreover, Tom usuwally feels that his wlfe cares too
much far Anné, the child with her former husband. Thinking
that Tom usurps her mother's love, Anna is alwags hostlle
to her step-father, Tom resents his wife's concern for the
child, who, he Teela, stands far Lydia’s past which he does
not ﬁa.nt. her to think about, However, Tom trlies every way
tc win Anna's friendghip; and S nally, after the birth of
his child, Anna changes her attitude toward Tom whom once

ahe called "bomakle." She, who has been strained and
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distorted to support her mother, bacomes "an indepsndent |
: fnr_gqt-ihl little soul, loving from har ownm, centra."s? They
coma to like each other so much that they ars like “love’fa,
father and child, ,EEB

Having won. Anma'a 1o'nre, Tom, who is conselous of hia
pam:hng J‘.‘ailure with Lydia, bsg@ins to struggle to astablish
a new relationship between them, The child - the mixture of
their "blood" - helps to bind them to gsther, Tom, after a
long tims, delibérately accepts the Tothernesas™ -of his vl fe,
~and Lydia respects his, "He went his way..., she went her
Hay,“sg and'{ they rwunmialn the law to themselvea until thceir
death, They are "a small republic set in invisible bqunda."gu
Sex 1s the very foundation of marriage, and they feel that
asxual adjustment 1s necessary for the re-establishment of
their marriage. For the first time they stop thinking of
themselves and of uslirig each other: they cooperate in thelr
physical relati onghip. HNeither one of them needs to leud
nor to follow, They let the man-woman relatlonship aet for
itself. Thus, they feel they are fulfilled with each other.
Phyaical fulfiilment opens the door to & new world: _

Their coming together now, after two years of marrled
1ife, was muech more wonderful to them then it had been
before, It was ths emtry into another cirele of existencs,
1t wae the baptism to another life, it was the complale
confirmation, Thelr feet trocd strung ground of Knowledga,
thelr footsteps were 1it up with discovery...They had

pasaed through the doorway into the fwther gpace...She
was the deorway to him, he toc her,91
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For Lawrshce sax relatlonship ls an impoprtant expression
of the ind.:.vi.dual self in i1ts search feor vital ms;ster:.es.gz
It -mahles ‘both men ard wmen to go to the deepest ‘sourcea
-'Jnd to Knew clearly' their separate and ccmpl&m&:ntary roles,
It 1:3 a relationship of fdds cavery“ 1.2, man and woman
d:l.a cover themselves in their saxual l_m_'i.nn.gj He. felt that
during the saxual act there. was -a period when the gap between
the partnaﬁ., instinccive paittern oi reasponses and their
rational mihds closed, when they were all of or:e plece - at
one with thelr environment, ami unegotietiecally united with
sach other. This was the anly moment in which a real rela-
tionship between man and woman was establishod,?* epd in this
moment each parther sew the other as a "door" toc an aspect
of experience utterly new and different and "bamnd."95 It 1s
a doar tu.new realma. of coneciousness, an initlaticon into
divine :ﬁmteries,. the mystery of the ather world that is
¢lose 0 us., A true marital relation is creative not only
in the sense of producing children bur also in its establish-
marnt a.f the relation with the "begond.”

Fulfillment brings an end to every problem. Tom no
longer cares for his wifel's foreignness: "He did not under-
gtand her foreign neture, half German, half Polish, nor
her foreign spesech, But he knew her, he knew her meaning,
ﬁi;t.hout understanding. Uhat she sald, what she spoke, tThia
was 8 blind gesture on her part, In herself she walked

etrong and clear, he knew her, he saluted her, was with her.."gé'
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As for Anns, "What did it matter, that Anna Lensky was born
of Lydla and Paul? God was her fathsr end her mother,n?o
The achievement of a napLy, fulfillment relationship
hétuéén Tom and Lfdia is noticed by hﬂhal.:ﬁ;mahéf fﬁthar
and mother now met to the spanjaf the'heavéna,-aﬁd.éhe, tho--
child,'ﬁﬁs frée to play in tho space benasth, beﬁﬁeena“gg ?
It.ia”tha cﬁmﬁlete arch, syﬁholiﬁiﬁg a situation of positive
god fulfillment harmeoy in which all factors (not only the
sexual) of a compléte whole meet croatively. Even in their
old sge, they still remain fulfilled with each other,
t/henevor Tom thinks of his marriage with Lydia he feels
proud and happy: |
Was his life oothing? ‘Had he nothing to shars, no
work? He did not count his wrk, anybody cculd have done
it., What had he known, but the long, marital smbrac¢s with
hias wife.,..At any rate it was aomething, it was etermal,
He could say so to anybody, and he was proud of 1it, He
lay with -his wife in her arms, and she was still his ful-
fillment, just as the same as hip. #And that was the
be-gll and and-all, and he was proud of 1t,100
The re¢lation between Tom and I.ydia 1s shovn as a
satisfactory man-woman relatd onship, because it is a communion
in which the lovera are trapnsflgured, separats, yet bound
tegether as the cther's gateway to life. And Lawrence com-
pares thelr successful marriage with the relation betwean
Will and Anna of the secomd generation, In thelr relationship
we ses the tensions, the love-hate interactions which for

Lawrence were the centrel]l part of the marriage life.lDl

10z -

Their love is a kind of attracti oen-repulsion. At the

first days of their marriage "they were both very quick and
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alive, 1it up from the other world, sﬁ that it was quite aﬁ
axperience for them, that anyone slae cauld'e;ist.¥q;15gg;'
vgry'soun'aven in their hoﬁe#maon thérs are the "blaék”anﬁu
ghastly days"; they begin tn:struggle agalnst sach athef;

It is a conflict that they do not understand, ome that
arises from the blind fprcéa of their unceiibeiaus = the
irratiopal fluxes and revulsions of feellngs, They figh%
a battlse of the unonscious will which surgee and recedes;:
led by their supplementary personalities: "They fought
with each other, the passion was there, But the passion
was congumed in.a.hattle. And the deep, flerce unknown
battle went on. Everything glowed intensely about them,
the world put off its clothes and waa awful, with new, primal
na]tedness.“lnL Somsday "they glowered at each other, he with
rage in his hand, she with her soul fierce with vlctory.
They were vsry wall mitched, They would fight it out."lﬂ5
:“ﬁ&te," "rage," and "fury" are the wordse that domlnate the
relact on between Will and Anna, But the conflict alweys
*Ehda vith & blind rush of tendermess: '
. S0 it-went on continually, the recurrence of love and
conflict between them. One day it seemed as iIf everything
waa shattered, all life spoiled, ruined, desolate and
looked waste. The next day it was all marvellous again,
just mrvellous, One day she thought she wouldhfrom his
‘very pressnce, the sound of his drinking was detestable
to her, The maxt day ehe loved and rejoiced in the way
he crossed the floor, he wag sun, moon and stars in Gneflﬂﬁ
" In the alternating tides of attraction and repulsicn
hatwaan.a man =ad 2 woman of differemt temperament &nd back~

ground we gsee love in action, that these flerea of hate
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alternating with periods. of sexual passion and satisfactidﬁ
raprasént an alement in every adequate mafr;age}

Begldes, the dirferenca in their religious béliéfslﬁgkés
the conflict inevitable, Tom and his wife also had thts’
problem. Lydia, brought up as a Cathonlie, had turmed to _
the Church of England for protection, The outward form wag
good enougk for her, "Yot she had ome fundamental fﬂligion.
-It wes &as 1f she worshipped God as & mystery, naver seeking
. in the lsagt to define what He wasg.m n107 So she lived per-.'
petually din the presence of this ultimate mgatery, and Tom
chared it with her, But with Will end Anpa, it is difficult,
Will, with his craftman's sensibdlity ermd his unintelleetual
interest in the pictorial symbol of religlon, is 1h sharp
contragl to his wife's pragmatism and hey liferal-minﬂeqneaa;
and tha contrast iz itself symbolic of a mysticel difference
betwaon the aeiﬁa = the two complex beinga. Will's religion
has nothing to do with morals or mankind; it ie oﬁly an
emotional experience of the infinite, the Absclute, while
Anna's 18 & religion of the aga: ™the thought of her soul
was iptimately mixed up with the thought of her own self.
Indeed her soul and her own self wera one and the game 1n
'"108 She doesn't find any v&lues in her hushand's
rﬂligion, which strikes her as d#rk, and "earing nothing
for hm'unan;l1:.]r.":m‘9 She 1is filled with a mad impulse te insult
tha symbcols Will sdores. Once when she, in the village .-
church, pesa Will sbsorbed in contemplation of the lamb
that, in the stained-glzss wWindow, hoida & flag in the
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Cleft of 1ts boat, "“dark, violent hatred of her husband™

110 ghe reacts to it very wlioclently

sweeps up in her,
because she hae hound herself responding to the spell worked

by the symbol on her husband, "the power of the tradition

‘peized on her, aﬁa was transported Lo another ﬂ::ld.lll. And |
she.makes fun of hils adoration to the symbols and his belief

in miracles. Anna makes him {feel ashamed of his religious
beliefs, and hs hates her.

The opposed naturs of Willt's and Anna'e religlous
experience is seen clearly in thelr reactlons to EEE Lincoln
Cathedral, the Anglican Church, Te¢ Will, the cathedral has
the same kind of significence as the natural life of the farm
had to hils forefathers, It embraces the whole universe; "And
ﬁherﬂ was no time nor life not death, but ohly this, this timeless
consummation, where the thrust from the earth met the thrust from
the earth and the arch was lockad on the kaystone of ecstasy.

w112

This was all, this was everything. It is & satisfactory con-

summation of hig needs. "There hils soul remained, at the open
of the areh, eclinched in the timeleas aéatas?, conaummated.!113
But Anne resents Will's ecetasles, though she feels for a time
the myetical power of the chureh. For her the altar is barren,
and the ecathedral a confined place from which one muat escape to
the freedom, to the blua sky outsilde. "She clelmed the right to
freodom above her, higher than the :r~::u:u:[‘."l:|"‘r The church does not

represent the whole of the universe, and she deliberately deatrocys

his devout absorption by comparing the sculpture with
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everyday realities; she brings the cathsdral uompletelf ﬁnﬁn
o garth, . She takes & mﬁii;iaus;delighﬁ_in pﬁintingfto:him-
ths ;ly_little facés carved iﬁ_sgone, wiﬁking and iaefing,_
'sﬁggegting ﬂ£ha’ﬁan?.thingé.tﬁﬁt'had been left-uﬁx'qftﬂ{é_“
grgéﬁ:éﬁnﬁéﬁﬁ.pf tha churﬁh,n;15 W11l 1s forced ﬁa.é?ﬁfﬁﬁat1
hiq_absnluﬁe iajnnt.as-abaolﬁte a3 he has thought, snmﬂﬁﬁéfe:
1nside.him ﬁe resﬁonds “more deeply tﬁ the sly little.facpé.;
that knsw bettér,_than he had dons before to the perfect.surge
of the cathedral."ll6 Angrily, and hating her he admits to
himself that there is much outeide the church. T"Strive as
he would, he could nﬁﬁ keep Vhe cathedral wonderful to him,“ll?
and "the deep root of his enﬁity lay in the faet that she
jesred at his soul.“l.:.lf3 |

Thé]disiliusiammant that Amna's mockery brings on has
a decislve affect cn Will. The cathedral ﬁaa an ahsnipté.in
=, wu?ldzofuﬁhaoé,ﬂhut_nné'hé has lost his"absnlute} ang phé Q
loss makes him be come a II:'IDI‘E sup_érficial per:-:n.:';. Will% fééi%‘_r.’
nuncfaatedﬁ élightly aéﬁamed of hia1religlnus Eel;éf._ﬁﬁviqg
failed'tp fiﬁd real expresslont _. . : N |
_ He listened to the thruahés in tha gardena, and H;ardf-
a note which the cathedral did not include, something free
"amd careless and joyous...There was life cutside the
. church. There was mach that the church did not include.
He thought of God, and the whole blue rotunda of the day...
gtill he loved the church, As & symbol he loved it, He
randed 1t for what it triiigto {gpresent, rather than for
that which it represeats. R o
| Hbféu?er, even in their sex-rolationship Uill and Anna

are soparated as they sesparate themselves from each other
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:I.nlthair rel:_Lgl ous bsliefl. Without her cooperation in the '
phyeical gnnsmét.iun Will is full of "blackness of 'ragé1 and
shame aﬁ_d frustrati nﬁ," He tries to force her to accépt. |
him, and Anna, in return fights fiercely against him, "ihat
'ﬁorr;;hle hold did he want to have over her body? thy did .
120 She' feala

he want to drag her down and ki1l her spirit."
that he must reepect and adore her, sinece she gives him
hieg rebirth and supplements his life by turning him back
from time to .t.:lms to the fountain source of st.ren;_ktf}.:l_‘?l
But 1‘-.1’111 thinks *l:hat._ she must submit to him, far }:1& is a
men, & leader of the famlly. And each tries to déminate
the other., Unlike Tom amd Lydia, thay do not realize that-
t.ha},r_a.pe pecple wlth separate destinles, and that they havs
no right to lay "vlolent hands of claim on ths other."lEE
In sp_:l\.t.gl_.-af the continual battle, Anna becomes pregnant.

Tho pregnancy gives a feeling of bliss: "The passionate
sense of, ﬂ.llf_:l.llment, of the future geminﬁi;iad:*'inl. her,

made !m;r vivid and powerful, All the fumre was +in_her
hande, in the hands of the Hnman."’lza And she dance;s.i;'hﬂ
triumph of hor pregmncy'; neked in her room, celebrat ng her
fertility. Her maked dance, as Frederick R. Earl and Marvin
Magalemer suggested, is a ritualistic performance in which
her dedication ia to the gods of creativity - the powers
that mke growth poss:l.bla.lzl" Will sees his wife as the

Magna Mater - the type=-figure of a feminine domimnce that



mgt deigot the growth of any prosperous leng-tcrm relad ons
botucan -:sian a‘nd 'm:iman, aj::r{i' he ha iGE her more. "'he hh‘th of
the child maken Anma happier anﬂ eelf-cuutaincd. Thersz ara
mut‘*e:;l_children, and wkdhover she ie pregnsnt she lapseé into L
aﬁvague content. For hor "the bzby was a éumpiete-bliéa
and fui_fﬂl_menﬁ..ﬂ”ﬁ And che stops thinking of establichs ng
a happy,' fulfiiled ‘rolation with U:lll. J"m.na beeumas mmm
and ccre ebserhed in rearing her nine ch;ldren, an hcr
purmnal assertiens and .Embitions disappesar. Ehs ne’ 1011@9:‘
w2nts to m.ke her marriage a ﬁdr:c;r“ to t.he.-' unknown. ~ "5he
was willing now to postpone all.adventﬁre into unknnwn.rea;itles.
She had tﬁe chilﬁ, her palpzble and immediste future was the
child, If her ponl had found no uﬁ;aranua, her unmh‘_has.“l26

| j.‘-Jh.i.l-e inna finds her fulfiilment in Tearlng tie childran,
Wiill Tinds what fulfillment he; can have in his craft; he
devotes himsnlf o hia crestive wark in wocd and other
maﬁ&riala. chﬂver, they are bound Logaﬂ1or by Lheir phrs1cal
love: “There waa no tendemasa. ncr love het.w-aaﬂ thm&ny
MOTS, unly the waddening, sensucus lupt for diucuvery_and
ﬁ;he. 1ﬁsatiab1§, exorhit-ﬁﬁt grat-if ication in the sensual

nl27 ﬂﬂd rehat wap what their love had

wil8

beauties of her body,*t
becume, a sensuality violent and sxireme &3 death." Willrs
abnormal intenalty of ral&tinn with his daughter, Ursula,

is an Gﬁtﬂsﬂiﬁ- of the fallure be-*i:.ﬁcﬂn him and nnr;a.]‘zg Ha

glves up trying "to havo the spiritual superiority amd
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control, or even her reapect for his cnsc¢lous or publie lifa.lau
Both of them live simply by their physical love: "They
had no conseicus intimacy, no tenderness of love., It was
51l the lust ard the infinite, maddening intoxication of
the senses,; a pagglon of daath."131 Howaver, they achleve,
if pot & consummation, at least some measure of equilibrium,
if only s compromiset ",..she would put hergeif aside,_anﬁ
when ghe felt one of his fits upon him, would ignore him,
succesafully leave him in his world, while she remalned in
her uwn."laz
The relation between Wil) and Anna is quite unaatié-
fartory because iv is a relationship which only ®part,”™ not
Lhé "whole,” of the person is involved. Will and Apna are
bound together only by phyamical love, They fall to make
their.relationship as a'"gateway" to the "bepond," to the
"rainbow condition" in which love is bepond the physical
and semsial, and in which they bscome oneness with the _:I.ni‘:_l.i-
nite, 133
Ursula Brangwen and Anton Shrebensky are the third
couple whoee relationship 13 examined. Uraulats life is
dominated by education - first as a atudent and then &8 a
teacher., Becauss of her education, she becomes mTreé compleX
and fastidious than her ancestora, who were confinmed vo the
farm.. Ursula revolte againet Anna's existence, limited by
child bearing and middled domesticlty es she revolts againat

religi on, She desplses her parents' animal fulfillment,
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and tries to fiml a mate with whom she can find something
rmich more than phyeical satisfaction. She is unwilling
to settle for less than a complate relatd..o.nahip,' mnd feels
that an average mafi is ot suitable te be her mmtea. Ursula
wants to be seized by a Son of. Gud, one of those who maka
Gff with mortal women .and immnrt.alize them; only thén, like:
the phoenix ¢an she be resurrected into whnleinas's, joy and
falfillment .17% Seeing Shrebeneky whe "brought her a strong
zanse of the outer uﬁrld;“ che feels as if “ehe were set on
& hill snmd could feel vaguely the whole world lying apread
before her,"i3? Begldesa, hls nonchalance and ﬁhysi;al dig=-
tinction fasecinates her: VHe was go finedy conat.i‘;uted,
136 She
feels that he will lead her %o new life of greater self-

ard s6 distinct, self-conta ned, self-supportd ng,"

realization and "plunging, boundless freedom." He is a

Son of Gad, she tells herself, aml immediately she falls

in love with him. But the more she 18 intimate with him, -the
Rore she gees hia defects, He has nome of the qualities
which she has imagined, Shrebensky reveals himsalf as a

man who lacks individual moul; hia life is purely on the
purface, circumscribed by his duties and the sstablished
order of things, The failure of life in him expresses :I.'t.se_:if
in his accéptance of soclal functlon as the ultimate meaning
of life, As a soldier, he devotes himself to the good of -
the greatnass number and is willing to gacrifice his own
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Mintriosele self¥ for community., I ﬁalnng to tha nat.d;un;"_
he tells her, "and must do my duty by the natl bn-.“la? But
since Ursula is against any form of standards arﬂx.'ﬁeiie\res
in the supremacy of individuality, she answers him harshly:
"It seems to me...as if gou weren't anybody = as If thers
were not anybody there, where you are. Are you anybody,
really? Tou seem llke nothl ng té'me.“lja His deficlencies
are revealed even more in thelr enmunter with the barges and
his family, Ursula establishes immedizte contact with
vhese pE‘::-ﬁle, talks to them unafféctedly, racelves the
bargee's unspoken admirstion of her gex, and give her name
to the unchristened baby, to whom she glvas her necklace.
Shrebensky is wmpletely insensitive to this act; he remains
aloof from it, and all he can say is that the bargee’s wife
once must have been a servant. Comparing Shrebansky with
the hargee; Ursula recognizes that the latter gave her a
pleasant warm feeling, while Shrebemsky *...had created &
deadness round her; a sterility as if the world were sshes .39
On his 'part., E;hrah'enaky envies the bargee’s ph:l.liby to '
cumunicatg with liiraula, body and scul, in a wasy that he,
Shrebensky, could never do. Ursula realizes that only the
Physlcal part of him is alive; the rest is dead and sterile,
Their first relationahip is proved tc be a failure,
because Shrebensky is insdequate te be the lover of an
intelligent end censitive glrl like Ursulae, After his
depaerture to do hia “"duty™" in the Snubhlﬁfrican Var, Ursula
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turns her love to cna ¢f her school keachoes = Mistress :
Uinifred Inger, who attracts Ursuela by her intellectuﬂliﬁya;hu
Then after six years absehce Shrebensky returns to her again.
Ursula, who has been bitterly disillusioned with life, 1 st411
hdpas-tﬁ.aatablish a new relationship with him, “H@.Hauid
‘have been the doorway to her into the boundless sky of
happiness and. plunging, inexhaustible freedﬁm:which was the
paradi se of her soul, nlh2 But Shrebensky iIs still the same -~

a man who is not interested in the individual, only in forees
‘and vague ideas, He belongs to the establlashed order of
thiﬁga; He detefmines to go to India to be A servant of

the imperial state -~ to be used as an instrument, His valueg
are the valuses of the Indian Army, Séhib; and his ceonselation
is the same - whiskey.

Ag 1t turns uut; Shrebeneky cannot even offer her
physical fulfillment as a kind of compromise for his defects,
In their sex relasionship Ursula 1is always unsatiafied;
"eewYou've never satisfied me since the firet week in Londen.
You ﬁayer saticfy me now. What doee 1t mean to me, you
having ltme...."']"t"'3 This declaration illustrateg how Lawrence
conceives sex to be a part of "religlon® - sex experience is
an important expresgion of the individual self in ite search
for vital m?steriea.lhh Sex 13 ¢ means of fulfillment in
which man proves his meleness and ﬁpm&n her {emalenesa,

Being alweys frustrated, Ursula finds in Shrebenskty no

unknown that cam be for her a real transcending of thebanal.
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He is uneble to provide her wtth a valid sense of the
”uhkhownz" "She kneww him all round, not on any gide 4id
he lead into the kunowm. Poignant, almost passionate Eppréf
clation she felt feor him but none of t¢he rlch fear, thd
conuection with the unknowm, or the reverence of lnya¢“1k5

Their fallure with eaech other is symbolically shown’
in thair last meeting - a viclent, prsslonate encounter. on
gand hills in the moonlight. Ursula makes "hard and flerca”™
‘love to him ti11) he hevnmes desperately axhaysced: VIt
lapted till 1t was agony tu his anul, till he succumbed,
till he gezve way as-if dead, and lay wilth his face bu:ied...“lk&
She lies still after the symbolic killing of Shrebensky
by her violent and paasionate love, and évidently she Bees
1t es a proof of failure and luss: tears tridle from her
eges. And, as Grzham Hough suggests, sexual failure in the
Ardividezl 12 a mrt of failure of character.IAT_The next
morning they know that all is over between them, and their
subsesquent convsrsation is as follows:

Well, what have I done?' he ssked, in a rather
quereluus volice,

'T don't knaw,' she said, in the same dull, feellngleas
voice, 'It ie finished, It has been & failure. '

s 'R ok b d Al F R AR S P EaA PSR

'Is it my fault?' ha sesid, looking up at 1ength¢
challenpgi ng the last atrnke. : 1,8
You couldntt---? she began, Eub she broke down,

| Ursula reaecha bhrabanaky, who marries his Cﬂlonel'a
daughtar, a few weeks later, and sails with his new wife o

India. ﬂrsﬁla'finda herself pregn&nﬁ, and her failure with
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. Shrebensky drives her to desperation., Determined to glve
up her striving for the fulfillment she has imegined and _
to aecept wlth all its inipiica’ﬁiona. the t.radiﬁiona.l role
" of child-bearsr, Ureuls, knowing nothing about ‘his marriage,
vrltesc to Shrebengky with bhumbleness, Her decisioan to _
mALLY hith"f:r—i'l:lgs a8 "hondaged =ort cf pedce--?‘*l‘l’g the pzace
of renﬁnciatian.' It*s apn insecure peace, threateﬁad'b]r
the inacidvity of waitil.ng in the cum’b:l.ni'ng?' suffocating
atmosphere of her parents? house} Ursula escapes by walking
oul; into the Octoher rain. is she walks through the rainy
coﬁntr]réide, she encounters the horses that gircle around
her: sh:? fless thém, narrowly escapes, returng home, and
takes té her bed with a raging i'ever.lsn She has two weeks
aof illnéss and delirium, and through it all she feels hound
'to Shrebensky by nothing but the expected c¢hlld. Tater,
Ursula 1s glzd when ashe lzarns that she will have no child;
sz when Shrebensky's cablegram arrives (T am married“},l5l
she knows that the man she must have willl come out of the
Infinite, "out of Tternity to which she hergelf helcnged.“wz
The loss of har. child means %o Ursula the loss of the last
bond tying her to the prast, and as she recovers, she expacts
a new creation. T"As she grew better, she sat to watch a '
new creation....In the atill, silencad farms of 1.:}'1«:-3:F colliers

she saw a sort of suspense, & valting in pain for the new

1iberat.i_ian."153 Zhe feels newbhorn, like a2 kernzl Yfree aud
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naked and striving to take new root, to create a new knowe
ledge of Eternity in the flux of time."l2%

Ursula slips out ons day to walk in the rain - naked
woods, and seea over the corruption of the mining town the |
iridescent ¢olors of a raimbow forming in the distance,

By 1its arch she sees a possible future perisction for
herself and for the world: “She 8aw in the rainbow the”
earth's new architecture » the old, brittle corruption of
houses and fectordes gwept away, the world built up in a
living febric of Truth, fitting to the aier-—arching .
heaven._“lss The rainbowts messzge to Ursula telly her she
will escape the mean little imrld.wh;l._ch ghe identifles with
Shrebensky apnd one day she will find her real mate, the

Scn of Gud.156 '

On the whole The Rainbow is A novel about love

between man and woman in three generations of the Erang;ﬁ-*ena.lﬁ?
Each struggles to achieve the complete polarized relation-
ship, aymbolized by.the rainbow, Tom and L}rdia'of;-tha '

first generation are the only couple who, after a'périﬂd

of ea;:.rangement, attain fulff llment beyond the ph}rsical.'

Lees fortunate ie the second generatlon; Will and Anna can
achleve oﬁl:,r sensual satisfaction with each c:t.hér.". Ursula

of the third generation, who 1ives in the industrialized
England, not in the agricultural country &s her ancestors

did, and whose lifs is influenced by her edugatlon, finds

it difficuit. to achliave her "fa.ntﬁst-ic fulfillment” with
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an ordinary man llke Shrebensky. She seeks more than |
Shrebensky can understand or pruvide, something more than
the nrdinar?'cnucept of 1ove, which has "so much peraonal

gr-a"{-if:Lu::al:i»::nl'l..“'lﬁa Thi'S quest for love which 1is hagund t-hE

physical and sensual becomes the theme of Women in Love,
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