CHAPTER II 15

SONS AND LOVERS

In Sona and Lovere Lawrence explores what he consldered

to be the destructive forme of love..FLove, he recognises, 1s

s union between the sexee; but when iv 1s made extreme by
excess, elther of cthinking (over-spirituality} or of fedling
{(possessiveness), it can thwart the relation between man and
woman., Lawrence's chief preoccupation in this-novel is the
destructive effects of unhalanced-$p1r1tuaiity, and posagess
¢lveness. Excessive spilritual love hag already been dramatized

in The White Peacock and The Trespasser;but, in Song and Lovers

it is discussed fully in the relastion batween Paul Morel and
Mirtam leivers. In addition, possessive love 1s regarded as
counterfeit and destructive bacause, with the sbscorptiom of
the beloved®s soul, it kille the essential life of the 1lndi-
vidual, and this 1s seen in the relations Eetween Mr. Morel
and his wife, and Mrs, Morel and her son-lovers, Poesesslve
lova ia inevitable, ha fsels, since women have the motherly
ingtinctas to possess, and bheir feminlne posesessiveness 1s
revealed even 1n thelr attitude toward flnwers.31
Aroused by the dangers of feminine possessivenses and
excessive spirituality, Lawrence exemlnes the lives of his
" eharacters throughout the novel and asks the same question

repeatedly: ™What 1s, what cught to be, what shall be the

most vital relation between man and woman?™"

006387
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The guestion filrst arises with the relati on bstween
Halter Horel and his wife. It is a relati onship besed on
cnnflicts. These confliets arise fnam the characters? |
di fferent bau: Zrounds and Teminine posaessiveness. M. I.'tnrel
end his wlfe are different from each other, both by tempera-
permt and upbringing, She is puritanical; high-minded and
educated; she came from "a gogd old burgher fmmily, famous
independants whn had fought with Colonel Huchinion, ami who

2l firs, lorel 1s an

remained stout Eor@regaﬁc nalista,
intel lectual; she likes to read & good deal and loves ideas.
that she likes most of all is an argument cn phllosophy or
rellgmn or policlcs with some educat.ed man, while Mr. ..nrel
a E.cn of & miner, iz iliiterate amd sensusus. His lifc 15
phy¥sical; he works in the pit, tinkering with innumerable
11ttle cdd jobas at home, drinkinz and talklng &znd scmetlmes
taking long walks with his mates., He lives out his life as
sensuously &s he can, taking the enjoyment and refusing to
accept. any d;)mestic regponalbi lity, The differences and
opposid ons in characters are attractive features when 'thef,r
firat mest at a dance in Hottinghani. To the miner lgrel,
ehe 1s & thing of mystery, a lady; amd he is equelly an
ochject af lascimation, - She is struck by his vividness - his
wavy black hair and vigorous black beard, ruddy cheek end
rod, moilst rmcuth -« and by hie rich, ringing laugh and his
l'n.uru:u:';r that-1s soft, non=intellectual, warm, kind of gombol=

1ing..' He 1o dashing a2 pay, A clevar dencer, a ty¥pe that
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ghe has never met befora:.

Therefore the dusky golden mftneéa of this min's
senguoue {lame of 1life, that flowed off his flesh like
the flame from a candle, not baffled.and gripped into
incandescence by thought and spizfit. as her 1if§3waa,
seamed to her scmething wonderful, begond her.

Also, his work in the pit sounds romantic to her. DNMotivated
by romance she marries him, but knows nothing of the life
conditicns of a2 miner's wife. However, she has been deceived
into thinking that he is better than he really 1s. They
are, therefore, an ill-matched couple whose love is only a
romant ic delusion, | |

Very socon the contrast that drew them t.c:,ge:rt.he'r shows
its ldabllid es. Mrs. lorel finds that the disparity 1in
edugation and outlcok destroys any understanding between them:
*his mature was purely gensucus, aml she strove o make him
rellg nua.“jl’ it is Imposaible for the illiterate miner to
understand his wi fe's intellectual interests, and to conform
to her puritan:l..am. He likes to stay at the pub after his
hard work in the pit. For him the pub means humén warmth
and comradeshlp, a respite from work and worry; but for her
it is an evll place where men lose thelr contact with God,
Beaides, he hes no sense of home rasponsibilitlies; she dis-
covera unpaid bills, and detects him ip lies and evaslons.
Too much. a Purdtan -.part. of her inheritance - &and toe full
of her high moral scnse to leave [ir, MHorel wo do whiut he

likes, sha triea to remake him through continual oppeaitlon
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and ridicule, Driven to fierceness by her realization that
phe had once loved this man,she bullies him with Puritanical
atrictures., She drives him to drunkenness, lyingj.cﬁwﬁrdica,
and iheﬁ_casbigabes'him'fnr sinning, - Diswntented with what
her husband ia and anxious to have him change, éha destroys
him while trying to -ennoble him: veghe could net be oontent
with the little he might be; she would have him the much
that he ought to be. Sa; in ﬁeeking ﬁn.maka kim nebler

than he could be, she destroyed him.“35 .
Thus, because of her possessive love, he gradually

becomss a ¢omplete cutsider - a shadowy houssholder who emerges
Trom thé minéa only tn_diﬂaﬁpear foto the bars, and degené&ates
inte an%irresponsible drunkard, who ruins himself both phgﬁi-
cally aﬁd mentally by over-drinking: |
There wWas @ glight shrinking, a diminishing in his

assurance., Phyeically even, he shrank, end his fine full

presence waned. He never grew im the least stout, so that, .

as he sank from his ercct assertive bearing, his physigue 16

seemed to contract along with his pride and moral strength.
Yot Mrs. Morel continues to strive with him - to possass him.
Too mich himself to accede to his wife's demands, Mr. Morel
regists as much 2@ he can, And thie aggravates iheir sceriia
relationship. |

When the first child is born, Iirs. Morel already ia

bitterly disillusiocned, and feels that she has marriad the
wrong man. She gives the boy some of the love she once gave
to her husband. A second child is born; but all the time her

passion for Pir. Horel is ebbing away, SO that she dreads the
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arrival of the third child, and at ite birth she feels that
phe and her husband are guilty of having'anoﬁher' child when
they no lomger lova each other:

In her arms lay the delicate boy. Its deep blule. opEs,
always looking up at her unblinking, seemed to draw her
innermoat thoughts out of her. She no longer loved her
husban#; ehe had not wanted this child to come, and there
it lay ‘In her arms and pulled at her heart, She felt as.
i the mavel string that had connected its frall little
body with hers had not beso broken. A wave of hot love
went over her to the infant. She held it close to har
face and breast, With all her force, with all her soul
she would make up to it for having brousght 1t into the .
world unbeloved, She would love 1t all the more new 1t
was here; carry 1t in her love, its clear, knowlng eyes
gave her paln and fear, Did it know all about her? tlhen
it lay under her heart, had it been listening then? Was
there a reproach in the look? She felt the marrow melt

. 1n her bones, with fear and pain,37 ,

_ Thus, Mrs. [brel comes to belleve that tha children
are only the scecidental result of their unsetisfaew ry
relationship., . Morel, for his part, acte as if he disliked
their children: he bullies and torments them. Eventually
51l the children, peeing him with their mother'e eges, are
united against him. They are on Mrs, Morel's side, and hate
the brutal father, who, once, for exampls, flings a drawer
from the dresser at his wife, and & corner hits her brow so .
badly that it almost stuna her. Only occasionally when he
is happy in mending a kettle or in cobbling boots, do they
love any comtact with him,

With the purposs of taking revenge on her undefeated
huabanﬂ, Mrs. Ilorel soon draws the whole love of her quick
passionate children to herself, withdrawing them from thelr

father, making them despise him as & "eommon® working man,
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8 ghe

and. forbears them to spealk dialéct like Mr. Horel.
dotermines that her-children_will=n@t work in the pit, but .
should get "superior® jahﬁ as cterks. Mr._Manl, hnwever;
doas not worry about what ghe has done to him, snd her
Purit#nism.and eivilized manner have no effect on hiﬁ. He.
prefers to eat his food with a cl asp-knife and drink hiﬁ tea
from the aaﬁcer,'and persiate “in hias dirty‘and.disghatfulu
way, Just to assert his independanca;“ag And he mads thej
moal alnne; brutally., He ate snd drank more noisily than he
had need, No one spoke to him. The family life withdrew,
shrenk swsy, and became bushed as he entare&. But he cared
no lonoger about hia alienation.“hn "His only answer is to
meet lirs, Morelts gantdlity with his exaggeratsd vulgarity.
Thua, the nqnflict continuea, and the children have to live
in an etmosphere of struggle between parents. It is é COnN-
flict hetwaaﬁ vitality. which 18 often mindless and brutal,
end gentility, often intelligent and sensitive -« a kind of
class warfare, bourgecisie and prolefariat.: Evéry night the
¢children have a feeling of terror. This terror cmes {rom

the'shriaking of the great ash-tree outside the house,'and

from the violent battle of thelr parenta:.

(They heard) the booming shouts of the Fether, come
‘home nearly drunk, then the akarp replies of their:mother,
then the bang, bang of the fatherts fist on the table, and
the nasty smarling shout as the man's voice got higher,
ind then the whole was drowned in a plercing medley of
shrieks and cries from the great, wind-sgwept sah-trec. Tﬁéx
children lay silent in suapenseo, waiting for & lull in the
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. -wind to hear what their father wag doling. He might hit
their mother again, -There was 8 fecling of horror, a
kind of brilstling in the darkness.%l :

In spite of these zonflicts, as a note of irony, the
children never think of their home as mean &nd do mot suffer
toe much from the étn:.g.gle between thelr pafants: MHome wasg
hcme, and they loved it wit_-h a passion of lave, whatever tha
éuffering had ha:au::.."z"2 'They 't'hé'.nl:_tl.lat the mttage 1a "nice"
and the kitchen "homelike", anﬁ;althuugh the_fur'ni_trure is
like that in other working-class houses, they feel there ie
someth ing about the house which makes it diiferent from
those of the meignbors. |

However, the relationship between Fir, florel an.d hism
wife 1a shown ag & feilure, Bacause Mra. lorel is int-ensaly
possesalve, she does not respect her husbandts 1ndividua11ﬁ}r,
but, becausa of her moral tightness, a Puritanical straln
that _kills iii‘e, tries to make him ﬁetter than herreally is.
In order to preserve his independence Mr. Morel fights against
her deﬁperately. He bemmes a hulljr; ¢ freak and a drunkard,
a type that she hates, With her possessive love, Mrs., Morel
1s like a harpy, sat on tearing the man she loves into pieces,
destroying hie personality, and absorbing his being into her |
own, Sha wants to drew {rom her husband his greatest .p'o'ss'ea-
sion & his manhood, his masculinity ~ and tries to feminize

him and bring him under the control of her Hill.hj

pr kool
like 211 laurentlan hercves, hates feminine possessiveness,

and tha more hia wife tries to possess him the more violently
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he reacta, He does not want to be her instrument, used for
pruducing children, but. does want her to treat him as an
ipndividuel vdth his own integrity of being. Uhen she cannot
do this, he rebels against her; aﬁd thelr relationahih stands
23 a failure,
| Falling to possess her husband HMrs. lMorel turns to her
sony for huaband-substitutes.hk ¥illiam, the eldest,.is.the
first viétim. Because of his psychic bomd with [lirs. Mbrél,
he cannot establish a deep relationship'with other women .
Williem, although he loves Lilly whom he meets at a daﬁce in
the town, olways feels that he belongs to his mother only.
Split into parts, he cannot leave Lilly becauss of her
physical appeal, or his mother because "he was accﬁatnm&d toe
have all his thoughts sifted through his motherfa mind."*?
Thus Willlam as a unified person is destroyed; divided into
plecee, he drives Himself into 8 1ife whose suhsfance he can
neither order nor even understand, Deatroyed young by hié
mother, he dias under her care: hiﬁ death is actually
gaused by pneumonia, but symbolically by [rs. Mbrelis
puésesaiveness.hﬁ Shortly after William's death, Mrs. Mprel
captures Paul's spirit, making him the successor to his eldsr
brother in her affecti ons, Her influence cn Panl is seen in

Paul®s relation to Miriam. |
In the relationship between Paul Borel and lirlam leivers,
Levrence shows love thwarted by the girl's spirity al nature

and possessiveness, and asks us to mnselder whether theirs
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is & proper man-woman relationship. Paul and Miriam are drawm
to eéch.ﬁther by tﬁair mutual nﬂéds; Miriem seas herself as
a romantic heroine, the swine-girl who wags rahlly a princess;
ﬁuﬁfsinca she cannot Eo & prlncoss by birth or wealth, she
detﬂrmiﬁeg to distinguish herself by education., Faul helps
her to reach her goal by teaching her slgebra and French,
and he alsc persuades Ir, Leivers,; her father. to send (drizm
to school, As for Paul, he feals that Mdriam can stiﬁul&te
his imagination and creative impulses:

He waa conscious only when he was stinclated,..there was
for him the moat intenze pleasure in talking about his
work to Miriem. All his passion, 8l1ll his wild blood went

inte thls intercourse with her when he talked and conceived
his vork. She brought forth to him his imaginaton.&?

Becguaé of this Paul agrees to ieach IHdriom algebra and French
éﬁﬁryday. But he is an impatient teacher; once In his rage:
he throws his pencil in her face; she, by contrast, 1s patient
and instead of Ilpdng 2t him like a wild cat, Tollows her
lésson'silantly. However, her geaﬁura mkes him ¥*bitterly
ashamed,” and perhans thls is her first step towards losing
him. Although he is strongly drawn to her; Paul cannot love
her chiefly because he is afraid of feminine love which, from
his mother, he feels is only possessiveness. 1Thus, when he
notices that I"iriam loves hin, he triee toc avold her. Paul
wants their friendship to be on the level of her "clear

simple wite,” where he knows he is safe and he 1s her master,
since by education she 1s inferior to him, He leaves her

ostentatiously to go off with Edgsr, her Ercﬂ:er, who, cuite
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opposl te to her, is a ratlonalist and has "a sort of scientific
interest in J.:I.J‘E't':r.."'l'-'-8 Then he comes back to her again - not
for her sake or inm acknowledgement cf her love but because
her presence stinuletes his creative lmpulses. Paul, how-
ever, alwvays feels ﬁhat Mirigm.w&nta “the sowl out of hils bhody
and not him."hg Like ilrs. kHorel, Miriam 1s intensely possSa8S-
#ive, but while IMre. HMorel's possessiveness is seen in her
love of her sons, Miriam'a, as Paul aotices it, is shown in
her attitude toward flowers. Seeiung beauti ful daffodils in
the garden at Yllley Farm, Miriam suddenly kneels down to
kise and fondle them lavishly, Paul, who is looking at her,
remarks violently: h |

Can you never liks things withcut clutching them as 1t
you wanted to pull the heart ocut of them?...

. You whesdle the soul out of things...l wuild never at
any rate, I'd go straight....

Youtre alwaye begging things to love Bou... &3 if you
were a beggar for love. Even the flowers, you have to
fawn on them...50

Paul feels that Liirlam does not want love, but wants
to be loved., She leves flowers not 1n themselves but as
possessions, as boauty which she can control. He sees ths
relationship of the girl to the flowers is that of a blasphemous
pﬁssessivaness which denies the separateness of living
enttties - the deaire to break down boundaries between thing

51 And he Tfeels that she loves him as she loven

and th 1!'.!.5.
{lowors, she worshipa him as she worships them, and Puul
feels suifocated by such adoration. Mirlam's possessiveness

1s revealed more when she goes to Paul's house where she
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searches his things as if they pelonged to her. 4nd "he
hated heF as she bent forward and pored over hie things.

He hated her way of patfentlf casting him up, as il he were
an ondless psychological account, Yhen he was with her, he
hated her for having got him-"ﬁg
Later in his emoticnal struggie, Paul gees in the garden
and locks at the flowers, and here his relation to.them is
quite different from Mirlam's:
Nesrer, & dim white fance of lilles went Across the

garden, and the air all round seemed to stir with scent,

as If it were =live, He went across the bed of pinks, whose

koen perfume came sharply across the rocking, heavy scent of

the 1lilies, and stood alongside the white barrier of Tlowers.

They floagged all loose, as 1f they were parting....Behind .

him the great flowers leaned as if they were calling. And

then, ilke a shock, he caught another perfums, something

raw end coarse. Hunting around, he found the purple 1ris,

touched their fleshy throats and their durk, grasping hande,

At any rate, he had Found something. The stood still 1im

the darkness. Thelr scemt was brutal...5

He sees that the lililes have an “otherness™ establiehing

ihem as existence in their own right, as separate, strange '
selves, and the demiurgl ¢ Ercs is rudely inslstent in theilr
gcent , Paul's perception of that independent 1ife puts him
into relation with himself.! The "something" that he finds
15 aimply the irls, dark, fleshy, mysterious, alian.5I+
Being aware of his own being, Paul suddenly decldes toc break
~ff with Miriam who has, he notices, the motherly inetinctes
to posaess, "You love me so much,” he tells her, "you want
to Fut me in your pocket. And I shall die emnthered.“55

lLove, he recognizes, is mecessary, but too much love cé&n
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cause death or strangulation. 4nd thus he refuses to
accept Miriam's devouring love.

Apart from Miriam's possessiveness Paul's intense
attochment to hia mother and Miriam®s spiritual nature are
algq responsible for the failure of thelr relationship,. Paul,
.tied_as.he is to Mras. Horel, always feels thet he belongs
to his mother only and camnet give himself entirely either
tﬁ yiriam or @0' other women: “The deepest of hls love for

56

him, he couldn't'beaf it His poether mekes it psychclogi-
cally impossible for him te have any sexual relations with
firiam, who is like his mother, spiritual and relig ous.
Mrlam is w0 réliginus that Tshe night have been one of the
women who went with Mary when Jegus was dead. Her bedy was

" not flexible and being."”’ She is victimized by her mothor
into the conviction that Ythere 1s onc thing in marriage

that is always dreadful, but you have to bear it,' And I
believed 11:..5‘-‘58 In Miriam's presence, "it could never be
mentioned that the mare was in fc&l."59 Even “the ﬁentinual
business of blrth and begetting"éﬂ on the farm is considered
by her &8 scmething shameful and disgisting. Belng & nun-like.
womzn, she tries to put her friendship with Paul on & purely
spizitual level and attempts to make him religicus like her,
Influecnced by IAdriam, Paul becomes chaste, and.thaugh he - de-
sires her, he dare not make love to her: T™The foct that he
night_want-her as a man wante & voman had in him been suppressed

inte a shame,"®! For him} Mirfem is only “the threshing
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and

[loor on which he thresh{es) out all his 1::u'a==11«|ai'a,""‘c""':3

that 1s all. _

_ Frust.rat.edl by his relation with the nun-like Mirlam,
.Faul gpes to Clara for satisfying his physical needs. Miri.am
does not try to win Paul back hac&usel gche 1s sure that her
hold on Paul's "higher" pature, his souly; will prevail over
his dedlres for "lower” things - Cla ra'ls bod}'_. And she is
right, for he, a few months later, returns to her again:

"He believed himself really bound to Idrliam, If ever he
should marry sometime in the futwre, it would be his duty

to marr]r Mirtem. "3 But this time, he demands "the great
hunger and impersonality of passion“ﬁ’"’ from her, and though
she agrea; Lo ﬁhis, she decides to submit herself to him
relig ously, as if to & sacrifice. HNo wonder then that in
their phyﬁi:cal consunmation she is unresapcnsive, and though
their leove-making becomes more frequent, she continues to
¢lench hergelf for the "sacrifice.” Even at the most relaxed
moment of her sexual relation with Paul, Miriam's "spirituality"
extends, however, to the world cutside sex. Her religious
intensities charactize the simplést acts. Paul, frustrated
and achemed, finally decides to glve up Miriam completely,

He feels that she is only his"conscience®™ .not his "mate";

he cannot take .her ag hls wife or mistress, He wanis a
woman whom he can kiss and embrace and make the mother of

his children, Miriam's excesslve spirltuality destrogs
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her ﬁwn capacity to respond, sgmwpathetically, to Paul's
‘need fnr'senauél lovs.65 After Mrs. Morel's death, they
mest again, Wt she is still as spiritual and:pbsséssive
as befors. Paul now bemmes a "derelict® {as Lawrance
éntitiad the final chapter), end wants her to respond to
him out of wnﬁanlylinstiﬁcts. ‘But she can only offer him
the old familiar aécrifica and nmotherly pnsaessive.luve.
BEGause_ﬂf the stiffling nature of Miriamts love, Panl
rejects her. "He did not hope to glve life to her by denying

his nwn;“éé

For her part, iiriam knows that "without him,
her life would trail om lifelesa.“b? But she feels that she
cannot offer him what he wants - sensual love. For Paul, he
feels that to live alone with his own independence 1s much
better then to receive the "sacrifice” from [Miriam everyday
end to be possessed by her, Miriam®s failure is caused by
her own excessive spirituality. ©She feeds wholly on the
spixit_and'an sbetract love, and because of it she treats
Faul not as a man of flesh-end-blood but as & mind or snul.63
Another kind of man-womam relationship wii ch Lawrence
examinese in Sons _aml Lovers is a relﬁtionship based only on
genaual love, This is illustrated by the relati ons hetween
Paul Morel and Clara Dewes. Paul 1s drawn to Clars by her
physical appeal end warmth, Although, when he first meets
her she is rathér cold to him, He cen sense that her aloof-

ness ia juét a defensive pose, used to protect herself from
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men, For her part, she admires his animal quickness: he,
young and lively, brings her the promise of renewed ﬂfit.ality,
aml they draw clese together aml make love: From Clara, |
Paul can get the impersonal love that he needs, "the real,
real flume of feeling through another persnn,“"f’g and Clara,
who has fatled with her husband, feels warm and allwve by
Paults leve. Even Frs. #orel is not against her because
Mra, Morel kmows that Clara does not demand Paml's soul as
Miriam did. And Cia ra's visit to the ljorel household is
satlsfactory, "It was ¢ clear, cool atmosphere, wvhere overyg=
one was himself eml in hamuny.“,m

Paalts relationcship with Elﬁ ra cshowa his att.'anpt..'ab a
simp.le relationship a5 a reliefl from the ps}rc-hic: complexities
of the love bhetween him and ”[ina.m.ﬁet, he canﬁnt Zive him
self completely to L‘Iari;-éd as he 15 to lrs. Forel, he |
can never 'really love another wo )an.“ Clara, although she
gi\res him se/al satlisfuction, cannot hold oute the real and
vital aui, " lorecver, Clara defezts herself by her own
possessiveness, She is soon dissatlsfied with impersonal love;
like Mirliem, she wants to possess Paul perzonally:" Y,..Clara
was not. satisfied...she thought 1t was he whom she Wunted...
sha had not got him; she was nou satisfled, nfl hlB is the
impulse towards personal possesaiveness; it 1a a denlal of
the otherness through which pecple have thelr indepem!ent

definiti on &85 well &s thelr creative community. Clara tiies
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to show that Peul belongs to her onrly by pressing him I‘ﬁr '
1ittle intimacies during the daytime, 1.2, she asks Paul
to accompany her everywhere she goes, and introdices hiﬁu %o
the pecple they meet as .her lover. Paul shrinke away from
this: "The n:lght is free to ‘_ﬁ'_ﬂl‘.l;" he says. "In the deytime
I want to be m;-,rse].f"....."T”‘?2 Besides, Paul feels that he is
beyond her in his cresitive and intellectuzl self; Clara,
howover, 1s different from Mrs. lorel amd Mirlem, and she
cannot shaye his intellectual interests. For her part, Clara
cannot get physical fulfiliment from him, and he never reallses
that che, ‘a wonan, needs to be gatlsfied as well as he, &
man, needs to be relieved.73 Clara finully returns to her
hushand whom she does not love, but who leta hlmsell be poasessed.
She feils with Paul beczuse of hsr own possesaiveness.
| For the second time, Paul fails Lo establish a satils-
factory relationship with another woman. Once again he
return: te his mother, whese 1llness (caused by cancer) makes
hin feel "ae 1f his life was being destroyed, plece by riece,
within hin, ol When hls asony becomes teco great as his mother's
sufferins increases, Paul, with his sister's approval, killls
her with am overdose of morphine to spare his mother's agony.
This actien 1s described realistlcally as an act of mercy~-
killing; the sugmestlon is, symbolically, he wents to be free
from her unbreakable bond and to make his mother free from |
the psaychic relation between them, Only her deabh\ can liberatea
both of them from thls complex relat.ionship.?5 Mra. lorel's
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death,. however, affects him very much, For many years his
1ife heo been only with herj they have lived in ome another,
and rno naman,.neither.ﬁiriam nor Clara, has been able to |
take her placé. Peul, now a deralict, is alone in the fields '
.crut.___s_j,;li_,'_ Hortingham and wants omly to follow his mother
towards her grave:.

. But no, he ¥wuld not give iﬁ. Turning aharply; he

walked towards the clty?s gold phospheorascence.. His

fiste were szhut, his mouth set fast. He would not take

that direcdd on, to the darkness, to follow her, He 26
walked towards the faintly humming, glowing tewn, guickly,

Paul refises to glve in to Mis mother, Her death, of
cﬁursa, is the greatest of di sasters, but it is ﬁlao equally
.the greatest of libersati ong; he can keep bis independence
alive, and that is whet he should be proud of, Poul, son-
i-::var, 13 desd Aas a son ald from ncw on he can ba a real
lover who 1s sble to give himself wholely to any woman he
lcves. ' ' -

"he relations of the three pairs of lovers, kir. licrel
and his wife, Paul and Miriem, and Penl end Clara, are
illuatratinnal of the dieturbance of the vital relction
between men apd wonen by pcssessiveness, first scen in I-'h-s;.
Morel's attempt toc posaess her husband end her sons, then
in the endeavor of Miriam and Clarse to impose their imprison-
" ing personal love on Paul. The love of these three women
denies "atherness" or the complete and terminel individuaiity
of persoris, and therefo re, their love for feiLs the elements

of a true feeling which would build, while r.hei.rs destroya

and debilitatea. Mrs. Morel's poessessive love 'Qrivea her
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husband into desperate drunkenness, and makes William and
Faul lMorel umable to love nnrﬁall}r when they come to manhood,
because sho holds their spirdit. Arnd vhen William tries to
escape her clutch, he is killed, As for Paul, his nather's
posssgsiveness makes him unable to come to terms with any
women except for phwsicel necessity. He cannot give Miriam
or Clara his "wholeness," since his spirlit is in Mrs. liorel,
l'hat he can offer them is only the flesh; but E—ﬁﬁm,.hecause
of her excesslve spirituality, 1s also cff-balance, and that
1z the chief cause of theif failure. Clara agrees ©o be taken
physically, but the flosh wdthout the spirit is zs5 futile as
splrit alone, and thus their relztlonship stands as & {ailure.
For lowrance, the flesh is equally important as the spirlt
{intellect}; and the two %cgether will bring cut the zcd-hero
in men, will dignify him, and will aenable him to flower 1o
himsélf.7? Thls combinatlon cf the two elements becﬁmﬁ:s the

main thzme of The Ralnbow,
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