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Thesis Title Soeial Mobility in Rural Thailand
Name Miss Kwanchai Lurchan Department Soecial Studies

Academic 1970

ABSTRACT

“The purpose is to study the eharaeteristies of scoecial
nebility in rural Thailand; Data were collected from the
"National Longitudinal Survey of Bocial, Economic and Demc-
graphic Change in Thailand,” eonducted by the Institute of
Population Studies, Chulalongkorn Universityy; April - May
1969, ; The sample is a stretified selection of 1: 2,000 of all
households in rurel areas. The sample size was 1,345 male .
heads of households. The instrument used in collecting data

was 2 questionnaire,

The emphases in the present study are on differences
between mobile and immobile persons; and alsoc factors
which affected mobility. This study does not try to prove
or disprove any hypothesis, Morecover, because of incomplet-
ness of data, factors which affeet social mobility inh rural

areas cannot be determined completely.



Basiec charsctoeristic were as {ollows: B percent of heads
of households were of age 30 years or more, Almost all of them
heve a2 low level of education, cne fifth of male haad of house-
holds are uneduacted and cannot Tead or write, only ssven percent
of them src educated higher than grade 7, those whe were of age
15 « 20 znd 30 - 49 are equally educated, and those who were
more than SO year of age had lowest ;ducation. Four out of five
male heads of househclds were in agricultural occupations, and
the rest are equally divided betwecn manual and non-manual

ogcupaticns.

Their total number of living children was meore than 4,
but the young heads of househeolds have only 1 - 3 children. About
half of them have never moved, and most of those who moved, did
50 only 1 = 3 times. Two cut of 3 are living remofe or far from
markct centesr, and it was also found that a large number of male
heads of heouscholds who were in non-manual cccupations, lived
nearby or in the murket place. MHost of the fathers of mole heads
of households were in argicultural cccupatiuns, and among those

who were educated, 0,7 percent were in higher than grade 7.



There was very little mobility in coccupational;
ctatue in rural Thailand. ©Only 18.0 percent have a
different status in ocecupation than their fathers, and
only 15.0 percent have a different status in occupation
thap they did at age 25. TFhus, it can be said that
there was little difference betweeon present cccupationnl
stuatus of heads of hoﬁseholds and their status when
they were 25 years of age, &nd when comparing with their
fathers the result wos almost the samey Most of that
was downward mobility, and the most mobile occunpation
was the manual cccupaticn. Considering factors affecting
social mobility, it wos found that education iz neot a
freter in ecomparing msle hends of aouscholds" presaent
cceupntion with thet of ~ge 25. But compired with their
fzther, thsse who have higher thon grode 7 huave morco
chance of mobile upword: higher-cducated fathers hod
higher-grode Sons. sAmong frthers who wore non-manual,
their seons teonded to have higher education.

Number of children had no influence in mobility.
Migrotion nffectcd both inter—generntional =nd intra-
generational mobility. The movers nre lively to be mobile
wpward. The remoteness of the villages hod some infleence
on moblity also; headé of households who lived nearby or
in n werket plece showed more upward mobility thnn those

who lived in remote on far villopes.
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