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ARGTRLOY

iz nurnose of this study is to analyze the idcal nunber of
childrom o ol wome:: in rural Thoil=aiad. Analysis was donc by com-
paring “hai woan of various ceopainic and sociat strata and factors
affreotisg tiir idoal nuober of childron,  The hypothesis is:

rimnom of high econowmic aad social status usually have a
gaall ideal uosbeor of clidldron, "

Nrin were collected by the Haticnal longitudinal Survey of
Sncial, ~rowsuiz and Dimogrephic Change in Thailland, Chul alengkom
Univerzity, ipril-May, 1302. The sanple is a stratified selcotion of
1:2000 o7 #7% houscholds it rursl arcas. The nethod uwsed in coll-octing
datn was o 2cinister quustionnaires to boads of houscholds and thoir
wives, aixd 2loo svery ever-nnrried wonan 1n the family. the stody sa-
phasizrs rolotionships botween varions foctors and the idcal nunber of
childpn,

Tt mms founé in this study thot the ideal aunbor of children
was aff otod by domographic, socinl, <conorde and ngyciological factor:s.
Th: dermuras-ia fnctor thnt most sterongly affected didesl nuwaber of chii-
dren wes 1ithor of children now living. It was found thrt the idcal
quaber o0 eniidren incrcasced witl: the incercase in thoe nuwiber of children
now iivizg. ot was alse found dhiat the older the women, tho greater thr
idenl auober af children thoy wantod.  Age at first narriage and nunber

of progrisccics also significantly affocted the ideal number of childrven.



— e

Cancerning social factors, it was found that there was a
close relationship between level of education and the women's ideal
number of children, for thc ideal number oi children was less among
women vho have primary education than among those who were i1llifirate.
Viomen who wor't outside the household wanted a small number of children.
Moreover, the husband's contact with the outside world 2lso affected
the ideal nuwaber.

The «oonomic factor that mostly strongly affected ideal number
of children wos family wealth. Size of ideal nunber of children increaoscs’
with the inaresse of family wealth. It was found that the hushand's ocou-
pation di:l not rcelate to ideal number or children.

The nsycholegical factor that most strongly affected ideal
number of children was the husband's ideal number of c¢hildren (as stated
by the wives), It was Found that the wives ideal number of children
incregasct. with ~n incrcase in the husband ideal.

The conclusion, this study showed that the idenl number of
children incrcszsed when number of children now living increased. Other
factors zlso aifected the ideal, but not so strongly as thce number of
children now living., However, we can not conclude absolutely that ideal
number o childrcn is affected by all of the factors we testod because

of the sizc 37 sample.
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