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# # 5480501022 : MAJOR THAI

KEYWORDS: TRADITION, MANUSCRIPT, TAI ETHNIC / RITUAL, TAI LITTERRATURE, TAI CULTURE
CHATUPORN PETCHABOON: BELIEF AND ROLE OF TAN THAM TRADITION OF THE TAI PEOPLES AT
TAMBON WIANG PHANG KHAM, AMPHOE MAE SAI, CHANGWAT CHIANG RAI. ADVISOR: PROF. EMERITUS
SIRAPORN NATHALANG, Ph.D., 298 pp.

The purpose of the research is, first, to study Tan Tham tradition (to donate scriptures to temples) of
the Tai peoples; second, to analyse the belief and concept of the Tai peoples, who migrated from
Xishuangbanna, China and Shan State, Myanmar to Wiang Phang Kham Sub District, Mae Sai District, Chiang Rai
Province, in selecting the scriptures to donate to the temple on various occasions; and third, to analyse the role
of the Tan Tham tradition for the Tai peoples in the transnational context. The field data were collected during

2012 - 2014.

It is found that the belief in the end of the Buddhist Era in the year 5,000 is the most important factor
that enhances the persistence Tan Tham tradition since it is believed that the tradition will help prolong the life
of Buddhism. The practices of Tan Tham tradition are found in three kinds : 1) the tradition held by an individual
2) the tradition organized by the community and 3) the tradition borrowed by the Thai Yuan. The tradition
practiced by an individual follows the Tai convention of donating the scriptures step by step “from the less to
the more meritorious tradition” for example, from Tham Jata, donating the scripture relating to the donor’s birth
day, month and year, to Tham Nam Aoy, donating the scriptures together with the cane juices, up to Tan Maha
Pang, donating Vessantara scripture. The tradition organized by the community, is Tang Tham
Vessantara (Chanting the Vessantara Jataka). As for the tradition borrowed by Thai Yuan is offering the scriptures

to dedicate the merit to their ancestors after passing away 100 days.

Among the many kinds of scriptures, it is found that there are two kinds of scriptures that are most
donated at Wat Pha Taek, first is Tham Jata and second is Tham Utid (the scriptures donated for dead

people). Accordingly, the researcher focused on studying these 2 kinds of scriptures.

It is analysed that the way of Thai thought in selecting the stories donated in Tham Jata, as
prescribed in the scriptures, is related to the horoscope of the day, the month and the year the donor was born.
There is also a certain Buddhist Tai scripture that stated which Bodhisatva was born on which day and which
animal year and thus the donor would select the story as written in the scripture. As for the selection of the story
to donate in Tham Uthid, it depends on the familial relationship between the donor and the receiver (the dead

person).

It is also analysed that the Tan Tham tradition has 5 roles for the Tai peoples in the transnational
context, i.e., to justify the ritual performance, to provide mental and spiritual security, to teach moral, to maintain
Buddhism and also to link Tai peoples in the research area and other areas and also Tai peoples and other ethnic

groups in the research area.

Department:  Thai Student's Signature

Field of Study: Thai Advisor's Signature

Academic Year: 2016
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	บทที่ 4 คัมภีร์ที่กลุ่มชาติพันธุ์ไทนิยมถวายในประเพณีทานธัมม์
	4.1 ธัมม์ชาตา
	4.1.1 ธัมม์ชาตาวัน
	4.1.2 ธัมม์ชาตาเดือน
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	5.3.4 ขนบและวิธีคิดในการเลือกคัมภีร์อุทิศให้ผู้เสียชีวิต: ลำดับความสัมพันธ์ทาง เครือญาติกับการเลือกสรรคัมภีร์
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