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# # 5780102522 : MAJOR THAI

KEYWORDS: THE PHANOM RUNG MOUNTAIN FESTIVAL / CREATIVE TRADITION
KREETHAKORN SANGKHAKUL: THE PHANOM RUNG MOUNTAIN FESTIVAL AS A “CREATIVE
TRADITION” IN CONTEMPORARY THAI SOCIETY. ADVISOR: ASST. PROF. PORAMIN JARUWORN,
Ph.D., 177 pp.

This research aims to study the ways of thinking in creating Phanom Rung Mountain Festival in
Buriram province as a “creative tradition” and to analyze the dynamics and the role of the tradition. The

data is collected from fieldwork during 2015-2016.

The result shows that the Phanom Rung Mountain Festival was created in 1991 and
transmitted to the present as provincial tradition. This festival consists of 3 main activities: the annual
worship to divinity in the Phanom Rung historical site, the procession of Pranang Bhupatintaraluksamee
and 10 vehicles of gods (guardians of the directions), and the light and sound performance telling the

historical story of Phanom Rung.

The ways of creating Phanom Rung tradition are based on the replacement of the preceding
Loeng Phanom tradition with this new festival. Through the main 3 activities, this tradition is created by
using historical and archaeological evidence. The artistic elements from the Phanom Rung castle are
used variously, such as the decoration of lotus flower craving in the Naga bridge worship ceremony, and
the accessories, reproduced from the bas relief, in the procession and the light and sound show in the
castle. Presently, this tradition is promoted along with another popular touristic activity—i.e., watching sun
rise through 15 doorways of the Phamnom Rung castle. It is also used to associate the Northern Khmer in

Buriram province and Oddar Meanchey province in Cambodia.

The dynamics of this tradition can be separated into 2 stages. The first stage is the
transformation from folk-oriented tradition to the official-oriented in 1991. The second stage is the
creating of the tradition by the Buriram provincial government. Both stages of dynamics are caused by
the changes in provincial management personnel. The Phanom Rung Mountain Festival plays an
important function in the local economy due to the objectives of management. It also has a social
function by creating the historical story of Phanom Rung through historical and archeological evidence,
and representing the identity of Buriram province and the local Khmer people. Besides these roles, it
also highlights the sacredness of the place. This research thus shines a new light into the creation of a
new tradition in contemporary Thai society. It also provides a new approach to study of cultural

phenomenon for the study of folklore and other related disciplines.

Department:  Thai Student's Signature
Field of Study: Thai Advisor's Signature

Academic Year: 2016
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At full moon on the 5" lunar month, April. People in Buriram and
other, come to join Phanomrung festival. They believe that it’s the Shiva
static in Saiwanikai.

Prakru Opartammayan hold on Phanomrung festival in 1938 and in
1991, The governor of Buriram, The Department of Fine Arts and the tourism
Authority of Thailand took place Phanomrung festival greater than the past.
They took the presumption about the king who build Phanomrung castle and
created story of Phupatintaralaksameetawee’s parade who come to sacrifice
the gods and ten animals of the universe.

When the sound of horn louder around the hill among the silent in
this holy land, the ten beautiful decorations of god’s vehicle, move slowly to
the processional walkway. There are virgin woman standing at the sandstone

posts to welcome the parades.



79

YUIUN 1 VUIUNIE WINUSWTZNTNN INWUS2I19 AU U

UNUsIIEN 197 9l
YUIUN 1 SURATDUIAVUIULALDILNBLRANNTLL AR

A
[ [ Y

AN “LUoINuNTI RNEAT WINNTEIIINIU FIUIURUNSS D619
[INEUTIENDY”
o o 4
wivimhuuiuley wie... (5¥yie)
wid WuwmmnugUsedriadasuy mvusremsensma wngaisdnsana
wazlan e nsdiunudn nedanuu wiodumnianurianednauas anuadnay
sUs ey @eoslmsy Judadludhumug

Ay & Y a v a =
AOTUNAUNU AD @']‘L!Ium@ﬂﬂigaigLUEJQ@’]UV]?]LVU@

UNUTTI8N 18189 Y

The first is Swan parade from Chalermprakiat District.

Swan is a vehicle of god in the uper. He’s the vehicle of Brahma who
created the world and the universe. His name is Sa-wa-hon, the leader of
Swans, he’s a deity of birds, graceful and beautiful voice.

Discovered site at the inner of terrace door in the north.
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The second is elephant parade from Chalermprakiat District.

Elephant is a vehicle of god in the Eastern. He’s the vehicle of Indra,
the leader of gods who prevented the heaven and the world. His name is
E-ra-wan. He’s the most powerful. Believe that the Indra goes to anywhere,
E-ra-wan become White elephant, higher the Mount Everest. He has thirty
three heads. Each head has seven ivories and four millions pesos of each.

Discovered site at the Eastern of Main Tower.
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The third is Cow parade From Ban Kruad district

Cow is a vehicle of god on the Northeast. He’s the vehicle of Shiva,
his name if Non-ti —au-sa-pa-rat. Believe that he’s the god of animals having
four feet. He’s a demon lived at Mount Krilas when Shiva goes anywhere he
always rides this cow.

Discovered site at northwest corner of Main Tower.
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The fourth is rhinoceros parade from Ban Kruad district

Rhinoceros is a vehicle of god in the southeast. He’s the vehicle of
Prs-ak-kha-nee, the god of fire. He lives in the Himmapan forest. He’s strong
and powerful.

Discovered site at the Southeast corner of Main Tower.
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The Fifth is the Lion procession from Nangrong district

Lion is a vehicle of Phra-ku-wa in the North. He’s the deity of fortune
and wealth that controlling many giants.

Discovered site at the west of Main Tower.
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The sixth is the Peacock procession from Nang rong district

Peacock is a vehicle of Pra-kan-ta-ku-marn in the South. He’s the
deity of victories and faithfulness.

Discovered site at ...
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The seven is Naga parade from Lahansai district.

Naga id a vehicle of god in the West. He’s the vehicle of Pra-pi-run, the god of rain

and abundance. He has five heads, special power, virtue and goodness.

Discovered site at the Southwest of main tower.
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The eighth if house parade from Lahansai District.

Horse is a vehicle of god in the Northwest. He’s the vehicle of Pra-pai,
the god of wind and storm, he runs fast as wind, can fly anywhere and more
graceful than others.

Discovered site at Pra-sat Muang-Tam, Prakhonchai district
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The ninth is Raksot parade from Nang-Rong district.

Raksot is vehicle of god in the Southwest. He’f the vehicle of Pra-ni-
ra-ru-ti, the god of misfortune. The upper part is giant and the lower part is a
bird who prevented the sanctuary, mountain and river.

Discovered site at Pra-sat Muang-Tam, Prakhonchai district
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The tenth is buffalo parade from Nong-Ki district

Buffalo is vehicle of god in the lower. He’s the vehicle of Yama. The
god of death to took after the spirits in hell. He’s patient, strong and honest.

Discovered site at Pra-sat Hin Pimai, Nakhonratchasima province.
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The last is Phupatintaralaksameetawee’s parade from Prakhonchai
district. Phupatintaralaksameetawee is the second King Suriya Woraman'’s
cousin who reigns at Nakhon-Tom. Narentaratid is her son. He was be hermit
and built Phanomrung castle. The royal parade of
Phupatintaralaksameetawee and Nang Jariya, move slowly by Royal vehicle
with strong men. The parade is decorated with beautiful flags and lots of
ornamentals.

This year the lady who acts as Phanamg Phupatintaralaksameetawee

And the lady who act as Nang Jariya is ...
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