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The Research Project Title : Development of Science Education in Thailand

Name of the Researcher: Assoc. Prof. Pimpan Dachakupt, Ph.D.
Year: 2000
Abstract

The purposes of this research project were to 1) process the data of development
of science education in Thailand from the years 1895 to 1997 2) analyze the data focused
on philosophy, policies, goals, curriculum, instruction, and assessment and evaluation of
science education in Thailand. This study used historical research methodology to conduct
documentary content analysis of primary and secondary source document concerning
science education.

The research results were as follows:

1) The development of science education in Thailand can be divided into two
periods. The first period from the years 1895 to 1974, there were no specific science
education curriculum available but science courses were assigned in all educational levels.
The objective of science education in the beginning of this period was to emphasize the
knowledge for applying in daily life, further studying, and career, until 1960 the objectives
had been covered process skill and attitude. The second period from the years 1975 to
1997, Institute for the Promotion of Teaching Science and Technology (IPST) was officially
established and participated in the development of science education national curriculum,
which the objectives were focused on developing the process of seeking knowledge and
attitudes in students.

2) From the years 1895 to 1997, the national philosophy, policies, and goals for
the development of science education were consistently supported including the
production and development of scientific and technological staff, doing research in science
and technology education, and the development of curriculum and instruction. The nature
of students were more concerned for organizing science content. In the same way, the
teaching strategies had evolved from lecture to the approaches that focused on inquiry
and problem solving by using concrete materials. Assessments and evaluations had
evolved from a cognitive focused to the system that included written and practical exams,
which the examiners were teachers instead of the government staff. Furthermore,

structured learning time in science had not changed much.
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