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N The Bangkok Times

THE NEW PALACE
An EXPLANATION

H.R.H. Prince Krom Mun Somot writes to us as follows under yesterday’s date:-

Sir,-In addressing these lines to you, it is my desire that you will be kind enough

to insert them in your correspondence columns for the information of the public.

As every resident of Bangkok is well aware, the Grand Palace is entirely sur-
rounded by buildings and thus receives scarcely any fresh breezes. Intense heat
accordingly prevails during the summer, and this affects His Majesty’s health. Besides
the King is fond of taking a walk a certain distance in accordance with His Majesty’s
strength, and if His Majesty stays for several months at the Grand Palace without going
anywhere and without any such exercise, His Majesty generally feels unwell and
consequently has often been obliged to leave for the country in order to enjoy fresh air
and exercise.

His Majesty the King therefore deems it desirable to have at Bangkok a summer
resort provided with the necessary walks, where His Majesty may enjoy daily exercise
according to His convenience. For this purpose His Majesty has been graciously
pleased to command that the plantations and paddy-fields, situated between Klong
Padung Krung Krasem and Klong Samsen and extending to the East up to the Railway-
line, be bought, and all the expenses in connexion with the establishment of the
residence and with the laying out of roads and walks, be paid with the money of His
Majesty’s Privy Purse.

As above stated this place and summer residence will not be Jaid out and
constructed at the expense of the State, as in that case it would remain State property,
but at His Majesty’'s own private expense, and it will probably be presented to someone
of His Majesty’s sons. It is therefore desired that it shall not be called a “Royal Palace”
but shall be referred to only as “Tusit Park,” the name given to it by His Majesty the

King.
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Nnan The Bangkok Times

A Bangkok Boulevard
A commencement has now been made in constructing what is to be a splendid
boulevard leading to Dusit Park. It is to be 60 yards wide, with two parallel belts of
trees running along it, the carriage road in the centre, and wide paths for ordinary traffic
al either side. The work has been commenced from Patoo Yawt in the city wall, near
Wat Promasurin, and it runs straight for Dusit Park. The boulevard is to be called Raja-

dam-noen, or King's Walk.
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Bangkok, 23 Nov. 1899.

To His Royal Highness

Chow Fa Krom Khun Narisaranu Wattiwongse
Minister of Public Works
Royal Highness,

| have the honor to submit to Your Royal Highness a list showing the salaries
for 5 Assistants of different grades to be engaged for the construction of the new Royal
Palace in Dusit Park. | beg to remark that 2 rates of salary mean the limits within | must
keep in accepting offers. It may be that | can secure the necessary men for lower
salaries, though | have reasons to doubt it as my inquiries 2 years ago, when an
Assistant was wanted, resulted in offers demanding not less than 10,000 Mark a year,
and an increase of pay every year. With regard to travelling expenses, medical
treatment in case of illness etc. the regulations in force at the R.R.D. might be applyed.
As it would be rather difficult for me to work in the beginning with men all fresh from
Europe and without experience of the ways and of the language of the place, | beg to
suggest that Mr. Salvatore of the P.W.D. — now on leave in Europe — should join my
staff in exchange of one of the new comers and if Mr. da Silva could also work in my
office as droughtsman, only 2 droughtsmen need be engaged. There will be some
difficulty in housing the men to be engaged, owing to present scarcity of dwelling
houses in Bangkok. | think it advisable to consider the matter now and perhaps the best
thing would be to build a Bangalo in the vicinity of Dusit Park to lodge them all there
and for which they have to pay a moderate rent.

Regarding myself | beg to remark that if | am not to be relieved on the list of the
staff of the P.W.D. a new agreement would have to be drawn up for the period the work
at the new Palace will presumably last. Having had no increase of salary since | have
joined the Department, though to all ;)ther officials in all other Departments it was
granted, | most respectfully beg Your Royal Highness to support my request of an
increase of pay whatever may be my future destination.

When | entered the Department my salary was fixed at 1200 tics. a month, this

being considered to be the equivalent of £100 at the fixed rate of Tic. 12 pr. £. Since
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then the value of silver has so much decreased that £ is now about Tic. 17, thus
reducing the actual value of my salary to about 800£ a year while in the meantime the
prices of all necessaries of life have risen to the double and treble. The mental strain,
worry and responsibility in my future new position will be so great, that | could not well
undertake this huge work without some material compensation. | therefore think it would
be fair —considering the long time | have served without an increase — to raise now my
salary to £1200 a year at the present rate of exchange.

| most respectfully beg Your Royal Highness to be allowed to make some more
remarks regarding my future position with the object that Your Royal Highness will
kindly lay them before His Majesty for gracious consideration:-

| have been told by His Majesty that Phra Nai Samidjai will be the Director
General of the Work. It is my sincerest wish to work in harmony with this gentlemen, but
to avoid frictions, which might lead to unpleasant results, detrimental to the progress of
the work, | think the sphere of action for both of us should be well defined beforehand. |
mean to say that in all matters purely architectural (artistic) or technical | should have
an absolute free hand, when once the plans are approved and accepted by His
Majesty. If | or my Assistant deem necessary to condemn work badly executed or reject
materials not being of the quality required, no orders to the contrary should be given by
the Director General, nor should he interfere with my staff by giving orders to any of
them without my knowledge, specially if in opposition to my own orders. | should
furthermore have the right to dismiss an assistant if inefficient or constantly disregarding
my orders or in any other way causing trouble to an extent as to seriously prejudice the
work.

The remarks | thought necessary to make if | am to be held responsible for the

work.

Without responsibility on my part, things might of course be arranged otherwise.
| have the honour to remain
Your Royal Highness
Most obedient servant

(8d.) C. Sandrecski .
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Proposed list of Salaries to be paid to the Staff of the Architects — Office for the

Construction of The New Royal Palace of Dusit Park.

Monthly Yearly
Mark Ticals Mark Ticals
A | 1. Assistant — Chief Architect 833.3 - 1000 | 706 - 847 10000 -12000 | 8482 -10164
B | 2. Clerk of works (Superintending Arch) | 666.6 - 833 | 565 - 706 | 8000 -10000 6780 - 8482
C | 3. Designers (young Architect) 500 - 666.6 | 424 - 565 6000 - 8000 5085 - 6780
Travelling Expences.
Class A&B Tic 1200
C » 900

Bangkok 22 Nov. 1899

(8d) C.Sandrecski
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TP The Bangkok Times

DUSIT PARK.

The ceremonies in connection with the King taking up his residence in the royal
pavilion at Dusit Park will commence on the 28th inst. On the afternoon of that day His
Majesty will present robes, fans, etc to the chief priests of the neighbouring Wats. On
the morning of the 1" March His Majesty will give food to 198 priests at the Park, and in
the afternoon he goes to Wat Benchamabophit where he gives land for the building of a
new temple. In the evening His Majesty gives a dinner to all the Princes and nobles
who have assisted in making Dusit Park the beautiful place it is. Phya Petchapani's
leekae will play, and tickets are to be given to the soldiers and all who have worked in
the Park. The time fixed for the official entry into the royal pavilion is 4 h. 27 m. 31 s.
on the morning of the 2nd March, an hour which, of course, by Siamese reckoning is still
on the 15[.

There are to be further very elaborate ceremonies in connection with the
Buddhist statue which Prince Damrong had brought from Chiengmai, and which proves
to be a very ancient and unique specimen. There will be processions on the 13"1, 14lh
and 15lh March to which all the royal Princes will furnish contingents. The statue will be
removed from the royal pavilion at Dusit Park to Wat Benchamabophit and many
ancient rites will be performed in the presence of His Majesty. The ceremonies will be

concluded on the 17th March.
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IRRLONENT ddmomod

ﬁm The Bangkok Times

THE NEW ROYAL PALACE
We hear that Mr. C.Sandreczki, the chief architect of the P. W. D., who recently
went to Europe on leave, has been entrusted with the task of having the plans prepared
for the new palace to be built at Dusit Park. The best architects will be engaged in
Europe, and with the assistance of Mr. Sandreczki will draw up detailed plans for him to
bring out. This will obviate the necessity of bringing out architects to Siam to prepare

the plans.
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Passau July 4Ih. 1900
To

His Royal Highness Chow Fa Krom Khun Narisaranuwatiwongse
Your Royal Highness

| have the honour to acknowledge reciept of Your letter 1/1368 dated 23rd. May
a.c.

The letter of Credit was forwarded to me a few hours before my departure and
even without instructions | would of course have sent accounts to the Ministry. Being on
leave for the sake of my health | cannot quite see my way how to send accounts every
month, nor do | believe that | shall have expenses every month regarding the Dusit
Park business, but | can assure Your Royal Highness that every expense will be
carefully noted and forwarded to the Ministry as soon as possible.

Until now | have not drawn yet any sum, the business not being started, though
| have made some preliminary inquiries as to the way of starting the business. This |
have done in Zurich and Munich on my way to Passau. | have consulted eminent
Architects of private firms and of the Government and they all agree that the best way
would be to intrust the work to a private firm under my supervision. The time allowed
being rather short, this would be by far the speediest way, it being in the interest of a
firm to dispatch the order as quick as possible. It would be easy enough to start an
office for my-self with as many Assistants as necessary, but it takes some time till a
new office works quickly and smoothly as it requires time for the Chief to find out the
working power and abilities of his assistants and to employ them accordingly. My
voyage, though favored by the weather, did not improve my health, much sickness
prevailing on boat the steamer (Influenza) of which | suffered too. | arrived in Genoa on
the 14lh of June and stay now with my sister to recover strength and health.

| have improved a great deal within the last fortnight and am now strong enough
to start on my errand in a few days. | hope to be able to report in a short time that the

work has been started.
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I most respectfully request Your Royal Highness to inform His Majesty on the
contents of this letter and to assure His Majesty, that | shall elevate all my energies to
the successful completion of the task confided to me

Hoping this lines will reach Your Royal Highness enjoying excellent health |
have the honour to remain,

Your Royal Highness
Most obedient servant

(signed) C. Sandreczki
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(Translation)
Zurich 26" July 1900
Mr. C. Sandreczki
Chief Architect P. W. D. Bangkok
Now in Minchen
Hotel vier Jahreszeiten
Dear Sir,

After examination of the plans and documents for the construction of a Palace
for H. M. the King of Siam, in Bangkok, | declare myself ready to undertake to prepare
the necessary working plans, perspective etc. etc. According your statements there will
be about 170 to 180 drawings to be delivered.

The important drawings to be delivered for the 1St April 1901 the rest to be

afterwards gradually forwarded. My fees for the complete work is to be Mk. 50000.

Conditions of payment:

10000 Mark on the 1% Sept 1900

15000 |, 17 January 1901
15000 L 17 April 1901
10000 ,, after complete delivery of all the drawings.

Truly yours

(Sgd) A. Chiodera
Architect
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(Translation)
Maximilianstrasse 29" July 1900
To the chief Architect of the P. W. Dpt of Bangkok

Mr C. Sandreczki,

| declare myself ready, after the consultation we had over the completion of the plans
and facades for a Palace for H. M. the King of Siam, to undertake to prepare here in
my office and under your direction, all architectural work and to deliver all drawings
within 10 months from the acceptance of the contract. The drawings to be prepared
are:
- 2 plans 1:200 red painted, with measures
-2, 1:100 . " working plans
- 2 sections 1:200 delineated carefully executed
- 4 facades 1:200 do }
- 10 parts of facades 1:50 do
- 1 large perspective 1:100 wood engraving system.
- 10 perspectives of parts of facades 1:50 delineated.
- 40 rooms, of which 20 very richly decorated:
1 plan for each room 1:50 and ceiling delineated
2 partitions do do 1:50 with sections}
- 2 Principal staircases:
1 plan for each 1:50 with ceiling delineated
1 do do 1:50 ,, flooring
2 partitions do 1:50 ,, sections
1 perspective do 1:20, wood engraving system.
- 1 Reception Hall
1 ptan 1:50 with ceiling delineated
4 partitions 1:50 with sections]|>
2 perspective 1:20, wood engraving system.

- Iron construction of the ceilings and roof
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- Calculations of quantities

- Static calculations

All the aforesaid Drawings and works, including all necessary copies { am ready to carry
out and deliver for the sum of Mark 35000.

Conditions of payment and other conditions to be fixed by special arrangement.

Your faithfully
(Sgd) Otto Lasne Architect
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Maximilianstrasse 5
30 July 1900

The Chief Architect

Mr. C. Sandreczki

Miinchen
Hotel vier Jahresheiten

For your communication of this morning | beg to forward you my best thanks.
At the same time | beg to inform you that | am ready and willing to accept to carry out,
under the conditions stipulated by you, the completion of the drawings for a Palace for
H. M. the King of Siam, which in consequence of the power invested on you as
representative of H. S. M.'s Ministry of P. W. you have offered to me.

The conditions are the following:
1) The completion of the plans will be under your direction.
2) The number and kind of the plans will be as follow:
- 2 plans 1:200 red painted, with measures
-2, 1100 do , working plans
- 2 sections 1:200 delineated carefully executed
- 4 facades 1:200 do }
- 10 parts of facades 1:50 do
- 1 large perspective 1:100 wood engraving system.
- 10 perspectives of parts of facades 1:50 delineated.
- 40 rooms, of which 20 very richly decorated:

1 plan for each room 1:50 and ceiling delineated

2 partitions do do  1:50 with sections }
- 2 Principal staircases:

1 plan for each 1:50 with ceiling delineated

1 do do 1:50 ,, flooring

2 partitions do 1:50 ,, sections

1 perspective do 1:20, wood engraving system.

- 1 Reception Hall
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1 plan 1:50 with ceiling delineated
4 partitions 1:50 with sections }
2 perspective 1:20, wood engraving system.
- Iron construction of the ceilings and roof
- Calculations of quantities
- Static calculations
- Delivery of all necessary copies.
3) Drawings and plans to be carried out from the 1" August 1900 to the 30th April 1901
4) Plans of small importance which might not be finished by that time, can be delivered
afterwards, provided the delay has not exceed 2 months.
5) As fees for the work | shall receive the amount of Mark 35000, which shall be paid in
3 instaiments.
1" instalment at the beginning of the work Mr. 10000.=
", onthe 1" January 1901 ., 13000.=
“ onthe 1” May 1901 ., 12000.=
6) If at the time of the Srd instalment, some of the plans were not completed, a certain
amount, to be fixed then, shall be deducted. The amount so retained will be paid on
complete delivery of the drawings.
7) In case of your death | will address myself directly to the Ministry of P. W. in
Bangkok, whose present Minister is H. R. H. Chow Fa Krom Kun
Narissaranuwattiwongse. The Minister shall be informed by you on the progress of the
work and shall provide for any emergency which may happen.
8) In case of my death, the plans which may not be ready by that time, will be
completed under your direction, in my office, and the payments made to my lawfully
heirs.
9) Should any misunderstanding arise between ourselves on the meaning of the above
articles, both of us will appoint a member of the Minchen Institute of Architects &
Engineers to set as arbitrators. These two gentlemen will choose a third and all these
together will decide by majority of vote on the points in question and their judgment
shall be inappealable. An appeal against this judgment is absolutely excluded. The
loosing party to pay all costs.
10) This letter is to be considered as a contract and both of us are bound to its
stipulations and conditions.

Minchen 20 July 1900
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(Sgd) Otto Lasne — Architect.
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Munich 9" August 1900
To His Royal Highness
Chow Fa Krom Khun Narisaranuwattiwongse
Minister of Public Works in Bangkok
Royal Highness,

Having previously telegraphed that | have started business | now have the
honor to submit to Your Royal Highness the details of my arrangements regarding the
execution of the plans for the Royal Palace in Dusit Park. After many inquiries and
many failures | found after all 2 good and renown Firms of Architects, who expressed
their willingness to tender for the above mentioned work. These Firms are of Chiodera
of Zlrich and Otto Lasne of Minich. In order to show and explain the plans | brought
with me and to give details how the work had to be done and how many places to be
designed | came over from Passau to Minich, and in order to save time invited Mr.
Chiodera to meet me in Miinich. Mr. Chiodera complied with my request and so | could
open negotiations with both gentlemen at the same time. Nevertheless it took nearly a
month till | got the 2 tenders of which | inclose copies.

Mr. A. Chiodera asked Mark 50000
Mr. Otto Lasne " 35000.

The startling difference is dew, | believe, to the fact that Mr. Chiodera has plenty
work in hand, while Mr. Otto Lasne has at present not over much to do and seems
rather glad to be able to employ his numerous staff with this work.

At the present rate of exchange 35000 Mark are equal to about £ 1712, but as
the exchange is continually varying & telegraphed a higher amount. | beg to inclose a
copy of agreement with Mr. Otto Lasne and at the same time a bill of my expense up to
date. | intend to return now to Passau where | have lodgings with my sister and then
proceed on a health trip to the Bavarian Alpes. After this | shall visit the Paris
Exhibition. Knowing now that my permanent stay will be in Miinich | have taken private
lodgings it being necessary for me to have an office and a place to live in whenever |

have to return to Mlnich to look after the work during my leave. Later on of course |

wnasUsziaenaasaotaunsin WIENTIINFA

b



shall be in Minich permanently. This | have done to save the Hotel expenses, which
would be much greater. Later on | shall also be obliged to take an office boy.

The lodgings with furniture coss 70 Marks monthly and | expect that during my
leave, that is to say for the next 4 Months this amount will be paid out of the £ 2000. |
have not yet settled any thing about the 2 men to be engaged for the works at Dusit
Park. It is necessary to fix the amount of traveling expenses which | may offer them.
The best would be to give the same sum granted to the Engineers engaged for the
Royal Railway Dep. | most respectfully request Your Royal Highness instructions about
all the above mentioned matters, at an early date.

On the 4" of August | went to Nurnburg in order to bespeak the iron
constructions necessary for the support of the floors of the New Palace and also the

construction of the roofing, with the Director of the Masokinenbau — Actiengesellschaft

Nlrnburg, one of the greatest and best conducted establishments of the Continent. |
beg to send catalogues of this Firm requesting Your Royal Highness to present them to
His Majesty.

With regard to the Crown prince Palace | proposed before | left to Phra Satitt to
give up the covering of the walls with marble imitation (Stucco lustre) in order to save
time and money and to leave the walls and ceilings artistically painted by a good
European Painter. Phra Satitt told me, that Your Royal Highness approved my
proposal. | now beg to be informed if | have to find such a man and make
arrangements with him regarding this kind of work to be executed by him in Bangkok. |
have also given to Phra Satitt before | left Bangkok the estimate for the execution of the

Royal Coat of arms in encaustic painting on tiles by the Firm of Villeroy and Bock for

the Crown prince Palace. [f it is to be made it would be . . . to let me know as long as |
am in Europe, that | might arrange the matter with the Firm.

I most respectfully request Your Royal Highness to lay my report before His
Majesty and to assure His Majesty, that the work is now in excellent hands and that the
plans will be executed with great artistic skill and care.

| have the honor to remain
Your Royal Highness
Most obedient servant
[C. Sandreczki]
Chief Arch. P. W. D.

Please address letters for me
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c/o Otto Lasne Architect
Miinich
5 Maximiliansstrasse 5

Germany
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Miinich 9" August 1900

Expenses incured up to date for the planing of the Royal Palace in Dusit-Park

1/ Travelling Expenses from Passau to Miinich

incl. Railway tickets, luggage etc. etc. Mark. 25.65
Hotel bills in MUnich from 10 July to 2 August . 454.04
Carriage-hire, etc. efc. ., 15.00
2/ Travelling Expenses from Minich to NUrnburg and back to Miinich ' 31.00
Hotel bill from 4 to 7 August incl. Carriage-hire etc. " 55.65
3/ Travelling Expenses from Miinich to Passau Railway ticket luggage etc. |, 25.65
4/ Stationary for office include. Copying press " 41.35
5/ Telegram to Bangkok " 40.00
6/ Postage . 1.20
7/ Paid on account according to agreement to Mr. Otto Lasne Architect in Miinich
(Receipt of the Bank inclosed) ,» 10000.00
Altogether Mark 10687.54

The undersigned has drawn from the amount of £ 2000 alllowed for the expenses:

On 10th July £ 25 = Mark 507 Receipt enclosed
. 31" 500 = 10195
Mark. 10702.00

Expenses 10689.54

Balance 12.46
(Signed) C. Sandreczki
Chief Architect, P. W. D.
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