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4274163125:  MAJOR ARCHITECTURE

KEY WORD :  LIVING HISTORICAL DISTRICT / MEANING OF PLACE / LOCAL COMMUNITY
WIMONRART ISSARATHUMNOON : A STUDY FOR THE PRESERVATION AND
RENEWAL PROGRAM OF SAM PRANG DISTRICT. THESIS ADVISER : ASSIST.
PROF. PINRAJ KHANJANUSTHITI, D.Arch. THESIS COADVISOR : ASSO.PROF.
TIPSUDA PATUMANON, D.Arch. 202 pp. ISBN 974-13-0200-2.

Sam Prang District, composed of Prang Nara, Prang Poothon and Prang Sanphasart, is one
of the most important districts in the historic area of Rattanakosin. It has a name of being a living
historical district and it used to be the location of some old palaces. Sam Prang District had been
recognized as a well-known trade center serving the central government district of this area. When
the government offices moved out from this zone, Sam Prang District realized it had a crisis of losing
its customers. The decline of this district worried the planners and its inhabitants, so master plans for
development and conservation were established by local authorities. In 1998, the Klong Ku Muang
Derm Sam Prang Community was established and it marked the first stepping stone in adopting the
bottom-up approach conservation in Thailand.

This research focuses on understanding how the inhabitants have been working on
rejuvenating the economic and conservation of Sam Prang District through their daily lives and tasks.
Five-month-field observations of the area were made. Experimental data included conservation with
seven main actors of inhabitants, sketches, photograph and records; all of which were collected. The
analysis of the experimental data is grounded in the knowledge and the process of Phenomenology.
It is the analysis of five meanings of Sam Prang District as dwelling place, dialoging place,
welcoming place, sacred place and neighboring place, historically and meaningfully as well as
physically. Simultaneously, the knowledge and the process of the conservation area are used for the
evaluation of the value and authenticity of physical elements and activities. The comparison between
the top-down approach conservation program and the community requirement brought about the
conclusion of this study.

The wholly interweaving and sustainable program consists of food street program, life street
program, edutainment center program, community bazaar program and the program for promoting
of local specialty products. In conclusion, the implementation of conservation program consists of
establishing mutual awareness within the community, effective local community organization,

promoting public awareness and wholehearted governmental supporting.
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