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## 488 01373 22 : MAJOR HISTORY

KEYWORDS : KENGTUNG WARS / THAI HISTORY
THIPPAPORN INKUM : THE KENGTUNG WARS IN THAI HISTORY,1849-
1945, ADVISOR : PROF. EMERITUS PIYANART BUNNAG, Ph.D., 204 pp.

The objective of this thesis is to study the causes, the procedure (strategic
process), and the result of each particular Kengtung Wars in Thai History in the
period between 1849 and 1945. One important aim of this study is to explore how the
Wars affected Thailand (Siam) and the relationship between Thailand and Kengtung
as well as between Thailand and other involved countries including Burma and Great
Britain. The research method applied in this study was comparative analysis which
investigated both similarities and differences of the particular Wars.

The research reveals that during the period under observation, there were
four Kengtung Wars. The first one was in 1849 during the reign of King Rama Ill. The
second and the third ones occurred in 1852 and 1854 during the reign of King Rama
IV. The last war took place in 1942 during the World War Il. Important points of
similarities include the clear effect that the geo-political environment of Kengtung,
which is located in hilly areas and great plateau and is therefore a rural, remoted
area, has on the war strategy of the Thai side. Moreover, the power vacuum in the
Shan State and Kengtung ruler’'s character have had a great impact on the Thai
decision to wage the Wars. What made the wars differ from each other was the
underlying idea behind the war and war strategy of the Thai side, which differed due

to political, governing, and social context surrounded in each particular period.

Department : ........ HISTORY...... Student’s signature ...
Field of study : ...... HISTORY...... AQVISOr's Signature........ooovveviiiiiiiiieeeen,
Academic year : ...2008............
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