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This research examines the decision making of the intercity rail system in
Yingluck and Prayuth Governments in order to show and explain the simply minor
difference between the policies in the two Governments. The study first argues that the
policies between the two governments do not much differ from each other. Then, it
proceeds to explain in detail the reasons behind their similarities. Both governments
chose the inter-provincial railway system as a means of the economic
development. Within the policies, the bidders of the construction contract mostly
constituted large companies. This research argues that there is a close connection
between the economic development goals and large construction companies as the
contractors in the development of the inter-city rail system, mostly due to the economy of
scale as commonly known. This implies the privileged position of large construction
companies, which associates with the similarity in the policies to develop the intercity rail
system of both governments. Secondly, the continuity of the bureaucracy in its
involvement in the policy process also explicates the protraction of the policies from one
Government to another - from Yingluck to Prayuth. Regardless of the change of political
appointees from a change in administrations, positions and roles of the bureaucracy
lingers from one administration to another. That is, the bureaucracy develops and
propels rather similar policies in both Governments. Thus, this research argues for the
incrementalism, the small change, if any, in the policy making of the inter-city rail

system, between Yingluck and Prayuth Governments.
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Learning, Inc, 2005), pp. 49 - 52.
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