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This thesis intends to examine communitarian arguments against John
Rawls’ conceptions of the person and the community. Communitarians argue that Rawls’
theorizing isolates and abstracs the person from her attribute and the community and thus
deprives her off the source of value, giving instead pride of place to Kantian conception of
person. This conception of the person that assumes central values in Rawls’ theory has a faulty
foundation on the metaphysical level of the personal identity. Rawls’ individualistic assumption
detaches value from shared normative commitment. Communitarians state that a person‘s
character is shaped by social context. Thus,the conception of the community accompanies the
conception of the person in our debate. The issue of the community is not adequately
addressed by Rawls’ theory. Rawls responds that this criticism misunderstand the logic of his
theory. His theory does not want to pursue of truth or presuppose human nature, but seeks free
agreement in modern pluralistic democracy which is marked by disagreement on conceptions of
the good. The theory of justice is not a comprehensive doctrine, but a political conception with
a practical aim at an agreement in overlapping consensus that leads to stability in the face of
pluralism. What is really important for political philosophy for us is consensus-based social unity
between free and equal persons. Rawls eschews the criticism, not rejects them. Rawls’
argument fails. While he argues that people are free and equal, at the same time he rejects its
foundation in human nature.This is a failed response. Political philosophers must do more than
simply engage in consensus building; that is, philosophizing is not separete form the pursuit of
turth, activity of political philosophy is itself based upon substantive metaphysical beliefes about
the nature of human being. Rawls’ response is untenable and is not right to eschew the criticism,

and cannot weaken the communitarian line of arguments.
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