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ABSTRACT

The #urpose of this research is to study the conttibutions
of the Royal Supreme Patriarchs fq the progress of the Buddhist Church
during the Bangkok Period. The study is divided into eight chapters,
excluding the introduction; the last chapter is the conclusion and a
suggestion for further reéearch. The introduction states the development
of the problem, the pufﬁose of this thesis, the method of the research

and analysis, and the significance or the benefits of the study.

The first chapter delineates the position of the head of
the Buddhist Church or the title of Sanghaparingyaka and the administra--
tion of the Sangha from the Sukhothai Periocd to the Thonburi Period.
This chapter stresses the hierarchy of the Sangha and the authority cf
Sanghaparinayaka of each period. The second chapter states the
significant role attached to the title of Sanghaparingyaka to the
administration of the Sangha in the Bangkok Period. This chapter is
divided into three periocds: from the First Reign to the Third Reign
(A.D. 1782 - 1851), from the Fourth Reign to the Sixth Reign (A.D. 1851 -

1925), and from the Seventh Reign to the Ninth Reign (A.D. 1925 to the



present time). The readers will see how the king in each reign
6rganizes the ecclesiastical administration and contributes to the
progress of the Buddhist Church, and how each Sanghaparinéyaka helps
the king to cairy on religious work. It shows that though the
Sanghapariﬁ;yaka has no absolute authority to govern the Sangha, he
is an important'person in helping the king accomplish the religious
work.” These two first chapters provide the historical‘background for
the readers, thereby leading them to understand the contributions of
the Royal Supreme Patriarchs to the progress of the Buddhist Church

-more clearly.

The third chapter states the contribution of Somdet Phra
Maha Samanachao Krom Phra Paramanuchitcﬁinoros to the progress of the
Buddhist Church. The fourth chapter states the contribution of Somdet
Phra Maha Samanachao Krom Phraya Pavaretsvariyalongkorn to the progress
of the Buddhist Church. At.the beginning of each chapter, a short
history of'each Royal Supreme Patriarch is given, followed in oxder by
investigation and description of the general conditi&ns of Buddhism
1n the Third znd the Fourth Reigns. It shows how the prevailing con-
ditions in Buddhist ciréle at that time influenced the roles of those
two Royél Supreme Patriarchs. The third part of these chapters discusses
the contributions of those -two Royal Supreme Patriarchs to the progress
of the Buddhist Church. Somdet Phra Maha Samanachao Krom Phraya
Vajiran;hvaroros' contribution to the progress of the Buédhist Church
is divided into three chapteré, from the fifth to the seventh chaptér.

The fifth chapter states his initial role in the progress of the



Buddhist Church, the sixth chapter is his contribution to the progress
of the study of the Sangha, and the seventh chapter delineates his
contribution to the progress of the administration of the Sangha and
thé expansion of Buddhism. These five chapters, the third to the
seventh'chapter, constitute the main theme of the research. At the
end of each chapter a summary on the accomplishment of each of them is

given.

The eighth cﬁapter, the last one, is the conclusion of the
research with a critical analysis. It indicates the differences
between the works of those Royal Supreme Patriarchs and the signifi-
cance of their roles in ecclesiastical affairs. At the end of this
chapter, two suggestions for further research have been proposed:
"he contributions of Somdet Phra Maha Samanachao Krom Phraya

Vajirananvaroros to the progress of Thailand", and ‘'the administration

of the Sangha'in the Fourth and the Fifth Reign'.

- - . - - =
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