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This study is designed with the objective to set up guidelines for
landuse planning in Chiang mai suburbs.

The development of Chiang mai has raised the demand of cheap land
needed for the expansion of the city. As a result, agricultural land in the
suburb is quickly replaced by built up areas such as housing estates.

The study finds that private investments are major cause of the
invasion of agricultural land. This process is unplanned and derived from
the changing of land ownership from farmers to capitalists. The use of land
is often held up until the price increases satisfactorily or the investment
is profitable. The wasting of land and the inappropriate use of land with-
out ownership cause economic loss and damage eco-system of natural resources.
The resistant force to land use replacement is also reduced consequently.

The trend of expansion of built up areas into the suburb is growing.
In twenty years time, the expansion of urban areas required by increased
population will take up all the vacant land in suburb aresas.

Therefore agricultural land of Chiang mai must be reserved as
resources for food and environmental balance. The planning of land use and

the settellite community in the suburb are guide lines recommended in this
study.
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