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ABSTRACT

The relationship between the Soviet Union and Vietnam
during the years 1978 and 1979 can be characterized as closer .
than ever before. Vietnam's alignment policy towards the Soviet
Union was due to many connecting factors, namely the continuity
in power of the Vietnamese elites who had intimate connection
with the Soviet Union, the purge of the pro-Chinese elements of
the Vietnamese elites, and the fear of the Chinese threat on the
part of the Vietnamese whose suspicion against China's expansionism
had been deeply rooted. Moreover,the Soviet Union and Vietnam
have one symbiotically common purpose,the encirclement and
containment of China. These factors,together with the Soviet
economic power,have contributed to the orientation of the Vietnam's

policy towards the Soviet Union.

However,these factors are,by no means,the only decisive
factors that influence and shape the Vietnam's policy. There are
many indications which show that such policy has been conditioned
and shaped by some other more important factors and considerations.

The invasion of Kampuchea and the setting up of the puppet regime



in Phnom Penh in January 1979,after joining Council for Mutual
Economic Assistance( COMECON ) in June 1978 and the conclusion

of Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation between the Soviet Union
and Vietnam in November 1978,the maintenance of about 180,000
Vietnamese troops in Kampuchea and 40,000-50,000 military personnel
and technicians in laos,are important indicators to explain the
real objective of Vietnam in her alignment with the Soviet Union,
that is to fulfill her desire towards the creation of so-called'
Indochinese Federation. The linkage of Indochina states friendship
treaties(Vietnam-Laos-Kampuchea) indicate that the inchoate

"Tndochinese Federation" has formally begun to take its root.
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