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CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

Preamble

The Contracting Parties,

Conscious of the intrinsic value of biological diversity and of the .
ecological, genetic, social, economic, scientific, educational, cultural,
recreational and aesthetic values of biological diversity and its components,

Conscious also of the importance of biological diversity for evolution
and for maintaining life sustaining systems of the biosphere,

Affirming that the conservation of biological diversity is a common
concern of humankind,

Reaffirming that States have sovereign rights over their own biological
resources, ]

Reaffirming also that States are responsible for conserving their

biological diversity and for using their biological resources in a sustainable
manner,

Cconcerned that biological diversity is being significantly reduced by
certain human activities, :

Aware of the general lack of information and knowledge regarding
biological diversity and of the urgent need to develop scientific, technical
and institutional capacities to provide the basic understanding upon which to
plan and implement appropriate measures,

Noting that it is vital to anticipate, prevent and attack the causes of
significant reduction or loss of biological diversity at source,

Noting also that where there is a threat of significant reduction or loss
of biological diversity, lack of full scientific certainty should not be used
as a reason for postponing measures to avoid or minimize such a threat,

Noting further that the fundamental requirement for the conservation of
biological diversity is the in-gitu conservation of ecosystems and natural

habitats and the maintenance and recovery of viable populations of species in
their natural surroundings,

Noting further that ex-situ measures, preferably in the country of
origin, also have an important role to play,

Recognizing the close and traditional dependence of many indigenous and
local communities embodying traditional lifestyles on biological resources,
and the desirability of sharing equitably benefits arising from the use of
traditional knowledge, innovations and practices relevant to the conservation
of biological diversity and the sustainable use of its components, *

Recognizing also the vital role that women play in the conservation and
sustainable use of biological diversity and affirming the need for the full
participation of women at all levels of policy-making and implementation for
biological diversity conservation,
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stressing the importance of, and the need to promote, international,
regional and global cooperation among states and intergovernmental
organizations and the non-governmental sector for the conservation of
pbiological diversity and the sustainable use of its components,

Acknowledging that the provision of new and additional financial
resources and appropriate access to relevant technologies can be expected to
make a substantial difference in the world's ability to address the loss of
piological diversity, )

* acknowledging further that special provision is required to meet the
needs of developing countries, including the provision of new and additional
financial resources and appropriate access to relevant technologies,

Noting in this regard the special conditions of the least developed
countries and small island States,

Acknowledging that substantial investments are required to conserve
piological diversity and that there is the expectation of a broad range of
environmental, economic and social benefits from those investments,

Recognizing that economic and gocial development and poverty eradication
are the first and overriding priorities of developing countries,

Aware that conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity is of
critical importance for meeting the food, health and other needs of the
growing world population, for which purpose access to and sharing of both
genetic resources and technologies are essential,

Noting that, ultimately, the conservation and sustainable use of
piological diversity will strengthen friendly relations among States and
contribute to peace for humankind,

pesiring to enhance and complement existing international arrangements
for the conservation of piological diversity and sustainable use of its
components, and

petermined to consarve and sustainably use piological diversity for the
penefit of present and future generations,

Have agreed as follows:
Article 1. Objectives

The objectives of this Convention, to be pursued in accordance with its
relevant provisions, are the conservation of biological diversity, the
sustainable use of its components and the fair and equitable sharing of the
penefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources, including by
appropriate access to genetic resources and by appropriate transfer of .
relevant technologies, taking into account all rights over those resources and
to technologies, and by appropriate funding. .

§&
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Article 2. Use of Terms

For the purposes of this Convention:

wBiological diversity" means the variability among living organisms from all
sources including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic
ecosystems and the ecological complexes of which they are part; this includes
diversity within species, between species and of ecosystems. :

wBiological resources” includes genetic resources, organisms or parts thereof,
populations, or any other biotic component of ecosystems with actual or
potential use or value for humanity.

wBiotechnology" means any technological application that uses biological
systems, living organisms, or derivatives thereof, to make or modify products
or processes for specific use. .

ncountry of origin of genetic resources" means the country which possesses
those genetic resources in in-situ conditions. '

wCountry providing genetic resources"” means the country supplying genetic
resources collected from in-situ sources, including populations of both wild
and domesticated species, or taken from ex-situ sources, which may or may not
have originated in that country.

wpomesticated or cultivated species™ means species in which the evolutionary
process has been influenced by humans to meet their needs.

"Ecosystem" means a dynamic complex of plant, animal and micro-organism
communities and their non-living environment interacting as a functional unit.

wEx-gitu conservation" means the conservation of components of biological
diversity outside their natural habitats.

"Genetic material” means any material of plant, animal, microbial or other
origin containing functional units of heredity. .

wGenetic resources" means genetic material of actual or potential value.

wgabitat" means the place or type of site where an organism or population
naturally occurs.

wIn-situ conditions" means conditions where genetic resources exist within
ecosystems and natural habitats, and, in the case of domesticated or

cultivated species, in the surroundings where they have developed their
distinctive properties.

wIn-situ conservation" means the conservation of ecosystems and natural
habitats and the maintenance and recovery of viable populations of species in
their natural surroundings and, in the case of domesticated or cultivated

species, in the surroundings where they have developed their distinctive
properties. '

"protected area" means a geographically defined area which is designated or
regulated and managed to achieve specific conservation objectives.

[eoo
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n"Regional economic integration organization" means an organization constituted
by sovereign States of a given region, to which its member States have
transferred competence in respect of matters governed by this Convention and
which has been duly authorized, in accordance with its internal procedures, to
sign, ratify, accept, approve Or accede to it.

wsustainable use"” means the use of compcnents of biological diversity in a way
and at a rate that does not lead to the long-term decline of biological
diversity, thereby maintaining its potential to meet the needs and aspirations
of present and future generations.

wrechnology" includes biotechnology.
Article 3. Principle

States have, in accordance with the Charter of the tnited Nations and the
principles of international law, the sovereign right to exploit their own
resources pursuant to their own environmental policies, and the responsibility
to ensure that activities within their jurisdiction or control do not cause
damage to the environment of other states or of areas beyond the limits of
national jurisdi.ction.

Article 4. Jurisdictional Scope

Subject to the riéhts of other States, and except as otherwise expressly
provided in this Convention, the provisions of this Convention apply, in
relation to each contracting Party:

(a) In the case of components of biological diversity, in areas within
the limits of its national jurisdiction; and

(b) In the case of processes and activities, regardless of where their
effects occur, carried out under its jurisdiction or control, within the area
of its national jurisdiction or beyond the limits of national jurisdiction.

Article 5. Cooperation

Each Contracting Party shall, as far as possible and as appropriate,
cooperate with other Contracting parties, directly or, where appropriate,
through competent international organizations, in respect of areas beyond
national jurisdiction and on other matters of mutual interest, for the
conservation and sustainable use of pbiological diversity.

Article 6. General Measures for Conservation and Sustainable Use

Each Contracting Party shall, in accordance with its particﬁlar
conditions and capabilities:

(a) Develop national strategies, plans or programmes for the
conservation and sustainable use of piological diversity or adapt for this
purpose existing strategies, plans or programmes which shall reflect, inter

alia, the measures set out in this Convention relevant to the Contracting
party concerned; and

(b) Integrate, as far as possible and as appropriate, the conservation
and sustainable use of biological diversity into relevant gectoral or cross-
sectoral plans, programmes and policies.

.
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Article 7. Identification and Monitoring

Each Contracting Party shall, as far as possible and as appropriate, in
particular for the purposes of Articles 8 to 10:

(a) Identify components of biological diversity important for its

conservation and sustainable use having regard to the indicative list of
categories set down in Annex I;

" (b) " Monitor, through sampling and other techniques, the components of
biological diversity identified pursuant to subparagraph (a) above, paying

particular attention to those requiring urgent conservation measures and those
which offer the greatest potential for sustainable use;

(c) Identify processes and categories of activities which have or are
likely to have significant adverse impacts on the conservation and sustainable

use of biological diversity, and monitor their effects through sampling and
other techniques; and

(d) Maintain and organize, by any mechanism data, derived from
identification and monitoring activities pursuant to subparagraphs (a), (b)
and (c) above.

Article 8. In-situ Conservation
Each Contracting Party shall, as far as possible and as appropriate:

(a) Establish a system of protected areas or areas where special
measures need to be taken to conserve biological diversity;

(b) Develop, where necessary, guidelines for the selection,
establishment and management of protected areas or areas where special
measures need to be taken to conserve biological diversity; .

{c) Regulate or manage biological resources important for the
conservation of biological diversity whether within or outside protected
areas, with a view to ensuring their conservation and sustainable use;

(d) Promote the protection of ecosystems, natural habitats and the
maintenance of viable populations of species in natural surroundings;

(e) Promote environmentally sound and sustainable development in areas

adjacent to protected areas with a view to furthering protection of these
areas;

(f) Rehabilitate and restore dégraded ecosystems and promote the
recovery of threatened species, inter alia, through the development and
implementation of plans or other management strategies;

(9) Establish or maintain means to regulate, manage or control the
risks associated with the use and release of living modified organisms
resulting from biotechnology which are likely to have adveérse environmental
impacts that could affect the conservation and sustainable use of biological
diversity, taking also into account the risks to human health;

(h) Prevent the introduction of, control or eradicate those alien
species which threaten ecosystems, habitats or species;

Liie
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(1) Endeavour to provide the conditions needed for compatibility
between present uses and the conservation of piological diversity and the
sustainable use of its components;

(3) Subject to its national legislation, respect, preserve and maintain

knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities

embodying traditional lifestyles relevant for the conservation and sustainable
use of biological diversity and promote their wider application with the
approval and involvement of the holders of such knowledge, innovations and

. practices and encourage the equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the
utilization of such knowledge, innovations and practices;

(k) Develop or maintain necessary legislation and/or other regulatory
provisions for the protection of threatened species and populations;

] (1) where a significant adverse effect on biological diversity has been

determined pursuant to Article 7, regulate or manage the relevant processes
and categories of activities; and :

(m) Cooperate in providing financial and other support for in-situ
conservation outlined in subparagraphs (a) to (1) above, particularly to
developing cpuntries.

Article 9. Ex-situ Conservation

Each Contracting Party shall, as far as possible and as appropriate, and
predominantly for the purpose of complementing in-situ measures:

(a) Adopt measures for the ex-situ conservation of components of
piclogical diversity, preferably in the country of origin of such components;

(b) Establish and maintain facilities for ex-situ conservation of and

research on plants, animals and micro-organisms, preferably in-the country of
origin of genetic resources;j . X

() Adopt measures for the recovery and rehabilitation of threatened
species and for their reintroduction into their natural habitats under
appropriate conditions;

(d) Regulate and manage collection of biological resources from natural
habitats for ex-situ conservation purposes sO as not to threaten ecosystems
and in-situ populations of species, except where special temporary ex-situ
measures are required under subparagraph (c¢) above; and

(e) Cooperate in providing financial and other support for ex-situ
conservation outlined in subparagraphs (a) to (d) above and in the

establishment and maintenance of ex-situ conservation facilities in developing
countries.

Article'lo. Sustainable Use of Components of Biological Diversity

Each Contracting Party shall, as far as possible and as appropriate:

(a) Integrate consideration of the conservation and sustainable use of
biological resources into national decision-making;

i 10 Adopt measures relating to the use of biological resources to avoid

or minimize adverse impacts on biological diversity; .

fows



bl o, b i

(¢) Protect and encourage customary use of biological resources in
accordance with traditional cultural practices that are compatible with
conservation or sustainable use requirements;

(d) Support local populations to develop and implement remedial action
in degraded areas where biological diversity has been reduced; and

(e) Encourage cooperation between its governmental authorities and its
private sector in developing methods for sustainable use of biological
resources.

Article 11. Incentive Measures

Each Contracting Party shall, as far as possible and as appropriate,
adopt economically and socially sound measures that act as incentives for the
conservation and sustainable use of components of biological diversity.

Article 12. Research and Training
} .

The Contracting Parties, taking into account the special needs of
developing countries, shall:

(a) Establish and maintain programmes for scientific and technical
education and training in measures for the identification, conservation and
sustainable use of biological diversity and its components and provide support

for such education and training for the specific needs of developing
countries;

(b) Promote and encourage research which contributes to the
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, particularly in
developing countries, inter alia, in accordance with decisions of the
conference of the Parties taken in consequence of recommendations of the

Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice; and

(c) In keeping with the provisions of Articles 16, 18 and 20, promote
and cooperate in the use of scientific advances in biological diversity
research in developing methods for conservation and sustainable use of
biological resources.

Article 13. Public Education and Awareness

The Contracting Parties shall:

(a) Promote and encourage understanding of the importance of, and the
measures required for, the conservation of biological diversity, as well as
its propagation through media, and the inclusion of these topics in
educational programmes; and

(b) Cooperate, as appropriate, with other States and international
organizations in developing educational and public awareness programmes, with
respect to conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity.

Article 14. Impact Assessment and Minimizing Adverse Impacts
3 Each Contracting Party, as far as possible and as appropriate, shall:

(a) Introduce appropriate procedures requiring environmental impact
assessment of its proposed projects that are likely to have significant
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adverse effects on biological diversity with a view to avoiding or minimizing
such effects and, where appropriate, allow for public participation in such
procedures;

(b) Introduce appropriate arrangements to ensure that the environmental
consequences of its programmes and policies that are likely to have
significant adverse impacts on piological diversity are duly taken into
account;

(c) Promote, on the basis of reciprocity, notification, exchange of
information and consultation on activities under their jurisdiction or control
which are likely to significantly affect adversely the biological diversity of
other States or areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, by
encouraging the conclusion of bilateral, regional or multilateral
arrangements, as appropriate;

(d) In the case of imminent or grave danger or damage, originating under
its jurisdiction or control, to biological diversity within the area under
jurisdiction of other States or in areas beyond the limits of national
jurisdiction, notify immediately the potentially affected States of such
danger or damage, as well as initiate action to prevent or minimize such
danger or damage; and

(e) Promote national arrangements for emergency responses to activities
or events, whether caused naturally or otherwise, which present a grave and
imminent danger to biological diversity and encourage international
cooperation to supplement such national efforts and, where appropriate and

agreed by the States or regional economic integration organizations concerned,
to establish joint contingency plans.

2. The Conference of the parties shall examine, on the basis of studies to
be carried out, the issue of liability and redress, inecluding restoration and
compensation, for damage to biological diversity, except where such liability
is a purely internal matter.

Article 15. Access to Genetic Resources

1. Recognizing the sovereign rights of States over their natural resources,

the authority to determine access to genetic resources rests with the national
governments and is subject to national legislation.

2. Each Contracting Party shall endeavour to create conditions to facilitate
access to genetic resources for environmentally sound uses by other

Contracting Parties and not to impose restrictions that run counter to the
objectives of this Convention.

3. For the purpose of this Convention, the genetic resources being provided
by a Contracting Party, as referred to in this Article and Articles 16 and 19,
are only those that are provided by Contracting Parties that are countries of
origin of such resources or by the Parties that have acquired the genetic
resources in accordance with this Convention. :

4. DAccess, where granted, shall be on mutually agreed terms and subject to
the provisions of this Article.

5. Access to genetic resources shall be subject to prior informed consent of

the Contracting Party providing such resources, unless otherwise determined by
that Party.
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6. Each Contracting Party shall endeavour to develop and carry out
scientific research based on genetic resources provided by other Contracting
Parties with the full participation of, and where possible in, such
Contracting Parties.

7. Each Contracting Party shall take legislative, administrative or policy
measures, as appropriate, and in accordance with Articles 16 and 19 and, where
necessary, through the financial mechanism established by Articles 20 and 21
with the aim of sharing in a fair and equitable way the results of research
and development and the benefits arising from the commercial and other
utilization of genetic resources with the Contracting Party providing such’
resources. Such sharing shall be upon mutually agreed terms.

Article 16. Access to and Transfer of Technology

l. Each Contracting Party, recognizing that technology includes ‘
biotechnology, and that both access to and transfer of technology among
Contracting Parties are essential elements for the attainment of the
objectives of this Convention, undertakes subject to the provisions of this
Article to provide and/or facilitate access for and transfer to other
Contracting Parties of technologies that are relevant to the conservation and
sustainable use of biological diversity or make use of genetic resources and
do not cause significant damage to the environment.

24 Access to and transfer of technology referred to in paragraph 1 above to
developing countries shall be provided and/or facilitated under fair and most
favourable terms, including on concessional and preferential terms where
mutually agreed, and, where necessary, in accordance with the financial
mechanism established by Articles 20 and 21. 1In the case of technology
subject to patents and other intellectual property rights, such access and
transfer shall be provided on terms which recognize and are consistent with
the adequate and effective protection of intellectual property rights. The

application of this paragraph shall be consistent with paragraphs 3, 4 and §
below.

3. Each Contracting Party shall take legislative, administrative or policy
measures, as appropriate, with the aim that Contracting Parties, in particular
those that are developing countries, which provide genetic resources are
provided access to and transfer of technology which makes use of those
resources, on mutually agreed terms, including technology protected by patents
and other intellectual property rights, where necessary, through the

provisions of Articles 20 and 21 and in accordance with international law and
consistent with paragraphs 4 and 5 below.

4. Each Contracting Party shall take legislative, administrative or policy
measures, as appropriate, with the aim that the private sector facilitates
access to, joint development and transfer of technology referred to in
paragraph 1 above for the benefit of both governmental institutions and the
private sector of developing countries and in this regard shall abide by the
obligations included in paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 above.

5. The Contracting Parties, recognizing that patents and other intellectual
property rights may have an influence on the implementation of this
Convention, shall cooperate in this regard subject to national legislation and
international law in order to ensure that such rights are supportive of and do
not run counter to its objectives.
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Article 17. Exchange of Information

1. The contracting Parties shall facilitate the exchange of information,
from all publicly available sources, relevant to the conservation and
sustainable use of biological diversity, taking into account the special needs
of developing countries.

2. such exchange of information shall include exchange of results of
technical, scientific and socio-economic research, as well as information on
training and surveying programmes, specialized knowledge, indigenous and
traditional knowledge as such and in combination with the technologies
referred to in Article 16, paragraph 1. It shall also, where feasible,
include repatriation of information.

Article 18. Technical and Scientific Cooperation

1. The Contracting Parties shall promote international technical and
scientific cooperation in the field of conservation and sustainable use of
biological diversity, where necessary, through the appropriate international
and national institutions.

2. Each contracting Party shall promote technical and gcientific cooperation
with other contracting Parties, in particular developing countries, in
implementing this Convention, inter alia, through the development and
implementation of national policies. In promoting such cooperation, special
attention should be given to the development and strengthening of national
capabilities, by means of human resources development and institution
building.

3. The Conference of the Parties, at its first meeting, shall determine how
to establish a clearing-house mechanism to promote and facilitate technical
and scientific cooperation.

4 The Contracting parties shall, in accordance with national legislation
and policies, encourage and develop methods of cooperation for the development
and use of technologies, including indigenous and traditional technologies, in
pursuance of the objectives of this Convention. For this purpose, the
Contracting Parties shall also promote cooperation in the training of
personnel and exchange of experts.

5. The contracting Parties shall, subject to mutual agreement, promote the
establishment of joint research programmes and joint ventures for the
development of technologies relevant to the objectives of this Convention.

Article 19. Handling of Biotechnology and pistribution of its Benefits

1. Each contracting Party shall take legislative, administrative or policy
measures, as appropriate, to provide for the effective participation in
biotechnological research activities by those Contracting Parties, especially
developing countries, which provide the genetic resources for such research,
and where feasible in such Contracting Parties.

2, Each contracting Party shall take all practicable measures to promote and
advance priority access on a fair and equitable pasis by Contracting Parties,
especially developing countries, to the results and benefits arising from
piotechnologies pased upon genetic resources provided by those Contracting
parties. Such access shall be on mutually agreed terms.

‘
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3. The Parties shall consider the need for and modalities of a protocol
setting out appropriate procedures, including, in particular, advance informed
agreement, in the field of the safe transfer, handling and use of any living
modified organism resulting from biotechnology that may have adverse effect on
the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity.

4. Each Contracting Party shall, directly or by requiring any natural or
legal person under its jurisdiction providing the organisms referred to in
paragraph 3 above, provide any available information about the use and safety
regulations required by that Contracting Party in handling such organisms, as
well as any available information on the potential adverse impact of the
specific organisms concerned to the Contracting Party into which those
organisms are to be introduced.

Article 20. Financial Resources

1. Each Contracting Party undertakes to provide, in accordance with its
capabilities, financial support and incentives in respect of those national
activities which are intended to achieve the objectives of this Convention, in
accordance with its national plans, priorities and programmes.

2. The developed country Parties shall provide new and additional financial
resources to enable developing country Parties to meet the agreed full
incremental costs to them of implementing measures which fulfil the
obligations of this Convention and to benefit from its provisions and which
costs are agreed between a developing country Party and the institutional
structure referred to in Article 21, in accordance with policy, strategy,
programme priorities and eligibility criteria and an indicative list of
incremental costs established by the Conference of the Parties. Other
Parties, including countries undergoing the process of transition to a market
economy, may voluntarily assume the obligations of the developed country
Parties. For the purpose of this Article, the Conference of the Parties,
shall at its first meeting establish a list of developed country Parties and
other Parties which voluntarily assume the obligations of the developed
country Parties. The Conference of the Parties shall periodically review and
if necessary amend the list. Contributions from other countries and sources
on a voluntary basis would also be encouraged. The implementation of these
commitments shall take into account the need for adequacy, predictability and
timely flow of funds and the importance of burden-sharing among the
contributing Parties included in the list.

3. The developed country Parties may also provide, and developing country
Parties avail themselves of, financial resources related to the implementation

of this Convention through bilateral, regional and other multilateral
channels.

4. The extent to which developing country Parties will effectively implement
their commitments under this Convention will depend on the effective
implementation by developed country Parties of their commitments under this
Convention related to financial resources and transfer of technology and will
take fully into account the fact that economic and social development and
eradication of poverty are the first and overriding priorities of the
developing country Parties. o

5. The Parties shall take full account of the specific needs and special

situation of least developed countries in their actions with regard to funding
and transfer of technology.
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6. The Contracting Parties shall also take into consideration the special
conditions resulting from the dependence on, distribution and location of,

biological diversity within developing country Parties, in particular small
island States.

7. Cconsideration shall also be given to the special situation of developing

countries, including those that are most environmentally vulnerable, such as
those with arid and gemi—-arid zones, coastal and mountainous areas.

Article 21. Financial Mechanism

1. There shall be a mechanism for the provision of financial resources to
developing country parties for purposes of this Convention on a grant or
concessional basis the essential elements of which are described in this
Article. The mechanism shall function under the authority and guidance of,
and be accountable to, the conference of the parties for purposes of this
convention. The operations of the mechanism shall be carried out by such
institutional structure as may be decided upon by the conference of the
Parties at its first meeting. For purposes of this Convention, the Conference
of the Parties shall determine the policy, strategy, programme priorities and
eligibility criteria relating to the access to and utilization of such
resources. The contributions shall be such as to take into account the need
for predictability, adequacy and timely flow of funds referred to in Article
20 in accordance with the amount of resources needed to be decided
periodically by the Conference of the Parties and the importance of burden-
sharing among the contributing Parties included in the list referred to in
Article 20, paragraph 2. Voluntary contributions may also be made by the
developed country Parties and by other countries and sources. The mechanism
shall operate within a democratic and transparent system of governance.

2 Pursuant to the objectives of this Convention, the conference of the
parties shall at its first meeting determine the policy, strategy and
programme priorities, as well as detailed criteria and guidelines for
eligibility for access to and utilization of the financial resources, including
monitoring and evaluation on a regular pasis of such utilization. The
conference of the parties shall decide on the arrangements to give effect to
paragraph 1 above after consultation with the institutional structure
entrusted with the operation of the financial mechanism.

2 The Conference of the parties shall review the effectiveness of the
mechanism established under this Article, including the criteria and
guidelines referred to in paragraph 2 above, not less than two years after the
entry into force of this Convention and thereafter on a regular basis. Based
on such review, it shall take appropriate action to improve the effectiveness
of the mechanism if necessary.

4. The Contracting Parties shall consider strengthening existing financial
institutions to provide financial resources for the conservation and
sustainable use of biological diversity.

Article 22. Relationship with Other International Conventions
1. The provisions of this Convention shall not affect the rights and
obligations of any Contracting Party deriving from any existing international

agreement, except where the exercise of those rights and obligations would
cause a serious damage oOr threat to biological diversity.
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2. Contracting Parties shall implement this Convention with respect to the
marine environment consistently with the rights and obligations of States
under the law of the sea.

Article 23. Conference of the Parties

1. A Conference of the Parties is hereby established. The first meeting of
the Conference of the Parties shall be convened by the Executive Director of
the United Nations Environment Programme not later than one year after the
entry into force of this Convention.  Thereafter, ordinary meetings of the

Conference of the Parties shall be held at reqular intervals to be determined
by the Conference at its first meeting.

2. Extraordinary meetings of the Conference of the Parties shall be held at
such other times as may be deemed necessary by the Conference, or at the
written request of any Party, provided that, within six months of the request

being communicated to them by the Secretariat, it is supported by at least one
third of the Parties.

3. The Conference of the Parties shall by consensus agree upon and adopt
rules of procedure for itself and for any subsidiary body it may establish, as
well as financial rules governing the funding of the Secretariat. At each

ordinary meeting, it shall adopt a budget for the financial period until the
next ordinary meeting.

4. The Conference of the Parties shall keep under review the implementation
of this Convention, and, for this purpose, shall:

(a) Establish the form and the intervals for transmitting the
information to be submitted in accordance with Article 26 and consider such
information as well as reports submitted by any subsidiary body;

(b) Review scientific, technical and technological advice on biological
diversity provided in accordance with Article 25;

(c) Consider and adopt, as required, protocola in accordance with
Article 28;

(d) Consider and adopt, as required, in accordance with Articles 29 and
30, amendments to this Convention and its annexes;

(e) Consider amendments to any protocol, as well as to any annexes

thereto, and, if so decided, recommend their adoption to the parties to the
protocol concerned;

(f) Consider and adopt, as required, in accordance with Artxcle 30,
additional annexes to this Convention;

(g) Establish such subsidiary bodies, particularly to provide
scientific and technical advice, as are deemed necessary for the
implementation of this Convention;

(h) Contact, through the Secretariat, the executive bodies of
conventions dealing with matters covered by this Convention with a view to
establishing appropriate forms of cooperation with them; and
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(1) consider and undertake any additional action that may be required
for the achievement of the purposes of this Convention in the light of
expgrience gained in its operation.

S. The United Nations, its specialized agencies and the International Atomic
Energy Agency, as well as any State not Party to this Convention, may be
represented as observers at meetings of the Conference of the Parties. Any
other body or agency, whether governmental or non-governmental, qualified in
fields relating to conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity,
which has informed the secretariat of its wish to be represented as an
observer at a meeting of the conference of the Parties, may be admitted unless
at least one third of the Parties present object. The admission and
participation of observers shall be subject to the rules of procedure adopted
by the Conference of the Parties.

Article 24. Secretariat
1. A secretariat is hereyy established. Its functions shall be:

(a) To arrange for and service meetings of the Conference of the Parties
provided for in Article 23;

(b) To perform the functions assigned to it by any protocol;

(c) . To prepare reports on the execution of its functions under this
convention and present them to the Conference of the Parties;

(d) To coordinate with other relevant international bodies and, in
particular to enter into such administrative and contractual arrangements as
may be required for the effective discharge of its functions; and

(e) To perform such other functions as may be determined by the
conference of the Parties.

2. At its first ordinary meeting, the Conference of the Parties shall
designate the secretariat from amongst those existing competent international
organizations which have signified their willingness to carry out the
secretariat. functions under this Convention.

Article 25. Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical
and Technological Advice

1. A subsidiary body for the provision of scientific, technical and
technological advice is hereby established to provide the Conference of the
parties and, as appropriate, its other subsidiary bodies with timely advice
relating to the implementation of this Convention. This body shall be open to
participation by all Parties and shall be multidisciplinary. It shall
comprise government representatives competent in the relevant field of

expertise. It shall report regularly to the Conference of the Parties on all
aspects of its work.

2 Under the authority of and in accordance with guidelines laid down by the
conference of the Parties, and upon its request, this body shall:

(a) Provide scientific and technical assessments of the status of
biological diversity;
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(b) Prepare scientific and technical assessments of the effects of
types of measures taken in accordance with the provisions of this Convention;

(c) Identify innovative, efficient and state-of-the-art technologies
and know-how relating to the conservation and sustainable use of biological

diversity and advise on the ways and means of promoting development and/or
transferring such technologies;

() Provide advice on scientific programmes and international
cooperation in research and development related to conservation and
sustainable use of biological diversity; and

(é) Respond to scientific, technical, technological and methodological

questions that the Conference of the Parties and its subsidiary bodies may put
to the body.

3. The' functions, terms of reference, organization and operation of this
body may be further elaborated by the Conference ofl the Parties.

Article 26. Reports

Each Contracting Party shall, at intervals to be determined by the
conference of the Parties, present to the Conference of the Parties, reports
on measures which it has taken for the implementation of the provisions of
this Convention and their effectiveness in meeting the objectives of this
Convention. ‘

Article 27. Settlement of Disputes

5 9 In the event of a dispute between Contracting Parties concerning the

interpretation or application of this Convention, the parties concerned shall
seek solution by negotiation.

2. If the parties concerned cannot reach agreement by negotiatiori, they ma§
jointly seek the good offices of, or request mediation by, a third party.

3. when ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to this Convention, or
at any time thereafter, a State or regional economic integration organization
may declare in writing to the Depositary that for a dispute not resolved in

accordance with paragraph 1 or paragraph 2 above, it accepts one or both of
the following means of dispute settlement as compulsory: :

(a) Arbitration in accordance with the procedure laid down in Part 1l of
Annex II;

¥

i
(b) Submission of the dispute to the International Court of Justice.
4. If the parties to the dispute have not, in accordance with paragraph 3

above, accepted the same or any procedure, the dispute shall be submitted to
conciliation in accordance with Part 2 of Annex II unless the parties

otherwise agree.

o - The provisions of this Article shall apply with respect to any protocol

except as otherwise provided in the protocol concerned.
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Article 28. Adoption of Protocols

1. The Contracting parties shall cooperate in the formulation and adoption
of protocols to this Convention.

2. Protocols shall be adopted at a meeting of the Conference of the Parties.

3. The text of any proposed protocol shall be communicated to the
contracting Parties by the Secretariat at least six months before such a
meeting.

Article 29. Amendment of the Convention or Protocols

1. amendments to this Convention may be proposed by any Contracting Party.
Amendments to any protocol may be proposed by any Party to that protocol.

2. BAmendments to this Convention shall be adopted at a meeting of the
conference of the Parties. Amendments to any protocol shall be adopted at a
meeting of the Parties to the Protocol in question. The text of any proposed
amendment to this Convention or to any protocol, except as may otherwise be
provided in such protocol, shall be communicated to the Parties to the
instrument in question by the secretariat at least six months before the
meeting at which it is proposed for adoption. The secretariat shall also

communicate proposed amendments to the signatories to this Convention for
information.

3. The Parties shall make every effort to reach agreement on any proposed
amendment to this convention or to any protocel by consensus. I1f all efforts
at consensus have been exhausted, and no agreement reached, the amendment
shall as a last resort be adopted by a two-third majority vote of the Parties
to the instrument in question present and voting at the meeting, and shall be

submitted by the Depositary to all Parties for ratification, acceptance or
approval. .

4. Ratification, acceptance or approval of amendments shall be notified to
the Depositary in writing. Amendments adopted in accordance with paragraph 3
above shall enter into force among Parties having accepted them on the
ninetieth day after the deposit of instruments of ratification, acceptance or
approval by at least two thirds of the Contracting Parties to this Convention
or of the Parties to the protocol concerned, except as may otherwise be
provided in such protocol. Thereafter the amendments shall enter into force
for any other Party on the ninetieth day after that Party deposits its
instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval of the amendments.

5. For the purposes of this Article, "Parties present and voting" means
parties present and casting an affirmative or negative vote.

Article 30. Adoption and Amendment of Annexes

1. The annexes to this Convention or to any protocol shall form an integral
part of the Convention or of such protocol, as the case may be, and, unless
expressly provided otherwise, a reference to this Convention or its protocols
constitutes at the same time a reference to any annexes thereto. Such annexes

shall be restricted to procedural, scientific, technical and administrative
matters.
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2. Except as may be otherwise provided in any protocol with respect to its
annexes, the following procedure shall apply to the proposal, adoption and

entry into force of additional annexes to this Convention or of annexes to any
protocol:

(a) Annexes to this Convention or to any protocol shall be proposed and
adopted according to the procedure laid down in Article 29;

(b) Any Party that is unable to approve an additional annex to this
Convention or an annex to any protocol to which it is Party shall so notify
the Depositary, in writing, within one year from the date of the communication
of the adoption by the Depositary. The Depositary shall without delay notify
all Parties of any such notification received. A Party may at any time
withdraw a previous declaration of objection and the annexes shall thereupon
enter into force for that Party subject to subparagraph (c) below;

(c). On the expiry of one year from the date of the communication of the
adoption by the Depositary, the annex shall enter into force for all Parties
to this Convention or to any protocol concerned which have not submitted a
notification in accordance with the provisions of subparagraph (b) above.

3. The proposal, adoption and entry into force of amendments to annexes to
this Convention or to any protocol shall be subject to the same procedure as

for the proposal, adoption and entry into force of annexes to the Convention
or annexes to any protocol.

4. If an additional annex or an amendment to an annex is related to an
amendment to this Convention or to any protocol, the additional annex or
amendment shall not enter into force until such time as the amendment to the
Convention or to the protocol concerned enters into force.

Article 31. Right to Vote

Y Except as provided for in paragraph 2 below, each Contracting Party to
this Convention or to any protocol shall have one vote.

25 Regional economic integration organizations, in matters within their
competence, shall exercise their right to vote with a number of votes equal to
the number of their member States which are Contracting Parties to this
Convention or the relevant protocol. Such organizations shall not exercise
their right to vote if their member States exercise theirs, and vice versa.

Article 32. Relationship between this Convention and Its Protocols

X A State or a regional economic integration organization may not become a

Party to a protocol unless it is, or becomes at the same time, a Contracting
Party to this Convention.

o Decisions under any protocol shall be taken only by the Parties to the
protocol concerned. Any Contracting Party that has not ratified, accepted or

.approved a protocol may participate as an observer in any meeting of the
parties to that protocol. ;
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Article 33. Signature

This Convention shall be open for signature at Rio de Janeiro by all
states and any regional economic integration organization from 5 June 1992
until 14 June 1992, and at the United Nations Headquarters in New York from
15 June 1992 to 4 June 1993.

Article 34. Ratification, Acceptance or Approval

- This Convention and any protocol shall be subject to ratification,
acceptance or approval by States and by regional economic integration
organizations. Instruments of ratification, acceptance or approval shall be
deposited with the Depositary.

2. Any organization referred to in paragraph 1 above which becomes a
Contracting Party to this Convention or any protocol without any of its member
states being a Contracting Party shall be bound by all the obligations under
the Convention or the protocol, as the case may be. In the case of such
organizations, one or more of whose member States is a Contracting Party to
this Convention or relevant protocol, the organization and its member States
shall decide on their respective responsibilities for the performance of their
obligations under the Convention or protocol, as the case may be. In such
cases, the organization and the member States shall not be entitled to
exercise rights under the Convention or relevant protocol concurrently.

3. In their instruments of ratification, acceptance or approval, the
organizations referred to in paragraph 1 above shall declare the extent of
their competence with respect to the matters governed by the Convention or the
relevant protocol. These organizations shall also inform the Depositary of
any relevant modification in the extent of their competence.

Article 35. Accession

b ¥ This Convention and any protocol shall be open for accession by States
and by regional economic integration organizations from the date on which the
convention or the protocol concerned is closed for signature. The instruments

of accession shall be deposited with the Depositary.

2. In their instruments of accession, the organizations referred to in
paragraph 1 above shall declare the extent of their competence with respect to
the matters governed by the Convention or the relevant protocol. These
organizations shall also inform the Depositary of any relevant modification in
the extent of their competence.

35 The provisions of Article 34, paragraph 2, shall apply to regional

economic integration organizations which accede to this Convention or any
protocol.

Article 36. Entry Into Force
1. This Convention shall enter into force on the ninetieth day after the
date of deposit of the thirtieth instrument of ratification, acceptance,
approval or accession.

2. Any protocol shall enter into force on the ninetieth day after the date
of deposit of the number of instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval
or accession, specified in that protocol, has been deposited.
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3. For each Contracting Party which ratifies, accepts or approves this
convention or accedes thereto after the deposit of the thirtieth instrument of
ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, it shall enter into force on
the ninetieth day after the date of deposit by such Contracting Party of its
instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.

4. Any protocol, except as otherwise provided in such protocol, shall enter
into force for a Contracting Party that ratifies, accepts or approves that
protocol or accedes thereto after its entry into force pursuant to paragraph 2
above, on the ninetieth day after the date on which that Contracting Party
deposits its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, or
on the date on which this Convention enters into force for that Contracting
pParty, whichever shall be the later.

S. For the purposes of paragraphs 1 and 2 above, any instrument deposited by
a regional economic integration organization shall not be counted as
additional to those deposited by member States of such organization.

: Article 37. Reservations

No reservations may be made to this Convention.
Article 38. Withdrawals

b [ At any time after two years from the date on which this Convention has
entered into force for a Contracting Party, that Contracting Party may
withdraw from the Convention by giving written notification to the Depositary.

2. Any such withdrawal shall take place upon expiry of one year after the
date of its receipt by the Depositary, or on such later date as may be
specified in the notification of the withdrawal.

3. Any Contracting Party which withdraws from this Convention shall be
considered as also having withdrawn from any protocol to which it is party.

Article 39. Financial Interim Arrangements

Provided that it has been fully restructured in accordance with the
requirements of Article 21, the Global Environment Facility of the United
Nations Development Programme, the United Nations Environment Programme and
the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development shall be the
institutional structure referred to in Article 21 on an interim basis, for the
period between the entry into force of this Convention and the first meeting
of the Conference of the Parties or until the Conference of the Parties

decides which institutional structure will be designated in accordance with
Article 21.

Article 40. Secretariat Interim Arrangements

The secretariat to be provided by the Executive Director of the
United Nations Environment Programme shall be the secretariat referred to in
Article 24, paragraph 2, on an interim basis for the period between the entry

into force of this Convention and the first meeting of the Conference of the.
Parties.
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Article 41. Depositary

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall assume the functions of
Depositary of this Convention and any protocols.

Article 42. Authentic Texts
The original of this Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English,

French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized to that effect, have
signed this Convention.

Done at Rio de Janeiro'on this fifth day of June, one thousand nine hundred
and ninety-two.
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Annex I
IDENTIFICATION AND MONITORING

1. Ecosystems and habitats: containing high diversity, large numbers of
endemic or threatened species, or wilderness; required by migratory species;
of social, economic, cultural or scientific importance; or, which are

representative, unique or associated with key evolutionary or other biological
processes;

24 Species and communities which are: threatened;
domesticated or cultivated species; of medicinal, agricultural or other

economic value; or social, scientific or cultural importance; or importance
for research into the conservation and sustainable use of biological
diversity, such as indicator species; and

wild relatives of

S Described genomes and genes of social, scientific or economic importance.

)
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Annex II
Part 1
ARBITRATION
Article 1

The claimant party shall notify the secretariat that the parties are
referring a dispute to arbitration pursuant to Article 27. The notification
shall state the subject-matter of arbitration and include, in particular, the
articles of the Convention or the protocol, the interpretation or application
of which are at issue. If the parties do not agree on the subject matter of
the dispute before the President of the tribunal is designated, the arbitral
tribunal shall determine the subject matter. The secretariat shall forward
the information thus received to all Contracting Parties to this Convention or
to the protocol concerned.

Article 2

In disputes between two parties, the arbitral tribunal shall consist of
three members. Each of the parties to the dispute shall appoint an arbitrator
and the two arbitrators so appointed shall designate by common agreement the
third arbitrator who shall be the President of the tribunal. The latter shall
not be a national of one of the parties to the dispute, nor have his or her
usual place of residence in the territory of one of these parties, nor be
employed by any of them, nor have dealt with the case in any other capacity.

2 In disputes between more than two parties, parties in the same interest
shall appoint one arbitrator jointly by agreement.

3 Any vacancy shall be filled in the manner prescribed for the initial
appointment.

Article 3

2 If the President of the arbitral tribunal has not been designated within
two months of the appointment of the second arbitrator, the Secretary-General
of the United Nations shall, at the request of a party, designate the
President within a further two-month period.

2, If one of the parties to the dispute does not appoint an arbitrator
within two months of receipt of the request, the other party may inform the
Secretary-General who shall make the designation within a further two-month
period.

Article 4

The arbitral tribunal shall render its decisions in accordance with the
provisions of this Convention, any protocols concerned, and international law.

- Article 5

Unless the parties to the dispute otherwise agree, the arbitral tribunal
shall determine its own rules of procedure.
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Article 6

The arbitral tribunal may, at the request of one of the parties,
recommend essential interim measures of protection.

Article 7

The parties to the dispute shall facilitate the work of the arbitral
tribunal and, in particular, using all means at their disposal, shall:

(a) Provide it with all relevant documents, information and facilities;
and .

(b) Enable it, when necessary, to call witnesses or experts and receive
their evidence.

Article 8

The parties and the arbitrators are under an obligation to protect the
confidentiality of any information they receive in confidence during the
proceedings of the arbitral tribunal.

Article 9°

Unless the arbitral tribunal determines otherwise because of the
particular circumstances of the case, the costs of the tribunal shall be borne
by the parties to the dispute in equal shares. The tribunal shall keep a

record of all its costs, and shall furnish a final statement thereof to the
parties. .

Article 10

Any Contracting Party that has an interest of a legal nature in the
subject-matter of the dispute which may be affected by the decisionh in the
case, may intervene in the proceedings with the consent of the tribunal.

Article 11

The tribunal may hear and determine counterclaims arising directly out of
the subject-matter of the dispute.

Article 12

Decisions both on procedure and substance of the arbitral tribunal shall
be taken by a majority vote of its members.

Article 13

If one of the parties to the dispute does not appear before the arbitral
tribunal or fails to defend its case, the other party may request the tribunal
to continue the proceedings and to make its award. Absence of a party or a
failure of a party to defend its case shall not constitute a bar to the
proceedings. Before rendering its final decision, the arbitral tribunal must
satisfy itself that the claim is well founded in fact and law.
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Article 14

its final decision within five months of the

date on which it is fully constituted unless it finds it necessary to extend
the time-limit for a period which should not exceed five more months.

The final decision of the
subject-matter of the dispute

Article 15

arbitral tribunal shall be confined to the
and shall state the reasons on which it is

pased. - It shall contain the names of the members who have participated and
the date of the final decision. Any member of the tribunal may attach a
separate or dissenting opinion to the final decision.

Article 16

The award shall be binding on the parties to the dispute. It shall be

without appeal unless the part
appellate procedure.

Any controversy which may

ies to the dispute have agreed in advance to an

Article 17

arise between the parties to the dispute as

regards the interpretation or manner of implementation of the final decision
may be submitted by either party for decision to the arbitral tribunal which

rendered it.

A conciliation commission
parties to the dispute. The ¢

Part 2
CONCILIATION
Article 1

shall be created upon the request of one of the
ommigsion shall, unless the parties otherwise

agree, be composed of five members, two appointed by each Party concerned and
a President chosen jointly by those members.

Article 2

In disputes between more than two parties, parties in the same interest

shall appoint their members of
or more parties have geparate
whether they are of the same i
geparately.

the commission jointly by agreement. Where two
interests or there is a disagreement as to
nterest, they shall appoint their members

Article 3

1f any appointments by the parties are not made within two months of the

date of the request to create
of the United Nations shall, i

a conciliation commission, the Secretary-General
£ asked to do so by the party that made the

request, make those appointments within a--further two~-month period.

Article 4

1f a President of the conciliation commission has not been chosen within
two months of the last of the members of the commission being appointed, the
Secretary-General of the United Nations shall, if asked to do so by a party,

designate a President within a

fuirther two-month period.
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Article 5

The conciliation commission shall take its decisions by majority vote of
its members. It shall, unless the parties to the dispute otherwise agree,
determine its own procedure. It shall render a proposal for resolution of the
dispute, which the parties shall consider in good faith.

Article 6

A disagreement as to whether the conciliation commission has competence
shall be decided by the commission.
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United Nations Framework Convention

The Parties 1o this Conventon,

Acknowledging that change in the Earth’s cli-
mate and its adverse elfects are a common concern
of humankind,

Concermned that human activities have been
substantally increasing the aimospheric concantra-
uons of greenhouse gases, that these increases
enhance the natural greenhouse effect, and that this
will result on average in an additional warming of the
Earth's surface and atmosphere and may adverse-
ly aftect natural ecosystems and humankind,

Noting that the largest share of historical and
current global emissions of greenhouse gases has
onginated in developed countnes, that per capila
emissions in developing countries are still relanvely
low and that the share of global emissions originating
in developing countries will grow to meet their social
and development needs,

Aware of the role and importance in terrestrial
and marine ecosystems of sinks and reservoirs of
greenhouse gases,

Noting thatthere are many uncertainties in pre-
dictions of climate change, particularly with regard 1o
the uming, magnitude and regional parterns thereol,

Acknowledging that the global nature of di-
mate change calls for the widest possible coopera-
uon by all counuies and their parucipation in an
eftective and appropriale internauonal response, in
accordance with their common but differentiated re-
sponsibilives and respective capabiliies and their
social and economic conditions,

Recalllng the pertinent pravisions of the Decla-
ration of the United Nations Conference on the
Human Environment, adopted at Stockholm on 16
June 1972,

- Recalling also that States have, in accordan-

ce with the Charter of the United Nations and the

pnnciples of international law, the sovereign right 10
exploit their own resources pursuant to their own en-
vironmehtal and developmental policies, and the
responsibility 10 ensure that activities within their
jurisdicton or control do not cause damage (o he
environmaent of other States or of areas beyond the
nmits of nauonal junsdicton,

Sine

* Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee for a
Framework Conventon op Climate Change,Fifth
sassion. second part New York, 30 Apnil - 9 May
1992 , (Report ol the Intergovernmental Negotiating
Committee lor a Framework Convention on Climate
Change on the Work of tha Second Part of its fifth
session, held at New York from 30 April 1o 9 May
1992). See also page 207.

on Climate Change*

Reaffirming the principle of sovereignty of Sta-
tes in intarnanonal cooperation 10 adaress climate
change, ¢

Recognising that States should enact effecu-
ve environmental legistation, that environmental
standards, management objectives and priofnnes
should reflect the environmental and developmental
context to which they apply, and that standards ap-
plied by some couniries may be inappropriate and of
unwarranted economic and social cost to other
countries, in particular developing countries,

Recalling the prowvisions of General Assembly
resolution 44/228 of 22 December 1989 on e
United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development, and resolutions 43/53 of 6 December
1988, 44(207 of 22 December 1989, 45/212 of 21
December 1990 and 46/169 of 19 December 1991
on protection af global climate for presentand future
generations of mankind,

Recalling also the provisions of General As-
sembly resolution 44/206 of 22 December 1989 on
the possible adverse effects of sea level rise on
islands and coastal areas, parucularty low-lying
coaslal areas and the pertinent provisions of Gene-
ral Assembly resolution 44/172 of 19 December
1989 on tha implementation of the Plan of Action 10
Combat Deserufication,

Recalling furthar the Vienna Convention for

the Protection of the Qzone Layer. 1985, and the
Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the
Ozone Layer, 1987, as adjusted and amended on 29
June 1990,

Noting the Ministerial Declaraton of the Se-
cond World Climate Conference agoptea on 7 No-
vember 1990,

Consclous of the valuable analytical work
being conducted by many States on climate change

< and of the important contributions of the World Me-
teorological Organisation, the United Nations Envi-
ronment Programme and other organs, organisa-
tions and bodies of the United Nanons system, as
well as other international and intergovernmental
podies, 1o the exchange of results of scienufic re-
search and the coordination of research,

Recognising that steps required to under-

stand and address dimate change will be enwron- -

mentally, socially and economically most effective "
they are based on relavant scientific, technical and
economic considorations and continually fe-avalua-
ted In the light of new findings in these areas,

Recognising that various actions lo address
climate change can be justified economically in their
own right and can also help in solving other environ-
mental problems,
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Recognising also the need for developed
countrias 10 take immedqiale achon n a flexinie
manner on the basis of clear pnonnes. as a first step
lowards comprehensive response strategies at the
global, nanonal and, wnere agreed. regional ievels
mat 1ake Nto account all greennouse gases, wim
due consideration of their relatve coninputions 1o
the enhancement of the greennouse eftect,

Recognising further that low-lying and other
smallisland countries, counines withlow-lying coas-
1al, and and semi-arid areas or areas hable (0 floods
drought and deserufication. and deveioping coun:
tnes with lragile MouNtaINOuUs BCosysiems are par-
ncularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of cimale
cnange. &

Recognising e special aifficuites of Mose
countnes, especially developing ¢ountries. whose
economies are particularly depenaent on fossil tues
production. use and expornanon, as a consequence
of action taken on imiting greennouse gas emis-
sions,

Atfirming that responses 10 cimate change
should be coordinated with social and economic ae-
velopment in an integrated manner with a view
avoiding adverse impacls on the lanter.

Taking Into full account the leginmate pnonty
needs of developing countries lor the achievement
of sustained economic growtn and the eragicanon ot
poverty.,

Recognising that all countrnes, especally ae-
veloping countiries, Need access 10 1esources requi-
red to achieve sustainable soQal and economic ae-
velopment and thal, in order for developing coun-
tnes (o progress lowards that goal. their energy con-
sumption will need to grow taking into account he
possibilities tor achieving greater energy eficency
and tor controlling greenhouse gas' emissions n
general. induding through the applicaton of new
technologies On terms which make such an applica-
tion economically ang socially benefical.

Determined 10 protect the climate system tor
present and tuture generanons,

Have agreed as lollows:

ARTICLE 1
DEFINITIONS *

(* Tihos ot artcias are includaed solely 10 AssiS ha
reader)

For the purposas of tis Convention
1 "Adverse effects of cimate change’ means
changes in me physical environment of biola rasuit
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ing from cimate change which have significantdele-
tenous eftects on the composition, resiience or pro-
ductivity of natural and managed ecosystems or on
the operation ol socio-economic systems of on
numan health and welftare.

2. *Climate change” means achangeofclimate
which is attributed directly or indirectly to human
actvity that alters the composition of the global
aimosphere and which is in addition to natural dima-
te vanability observed over comparable ime peri-
ogas.

3. *Climate system' means the totality of the at-
mosphere. hydrosphere, biosphere and geosphere
and their interactions.

4 *Enmissions’ means therelease ol greenhou-
$€ gases anq/or their precursors into the ulmospha-
re over a specified area and period of ume.

5. "Greenhouse gasas” means (Nose gaseous

,consutuents of the atmosphere, both natural and an-
thropogenic, that absorb and re-emit infrared radia-
uon.

6. °"Regional economic integration organisa-
on® means an organisation constituted by sove-
reign States of a given region which has competen-
cenrespect of matters governed by this Convention
o its protocols and has been duly authorised, in ac-
cordance with its internal procedures, 10 sign, ratify,
accepl, approve or accede (0 the instruments con-
cerned

7. "Reservoir’ means a component of compo-
nents of the climale system where a greenhouse
gas or a precursor of a greenhouse gas Is stored.

8. *Sink’” means any process, acivity or me-
chanism which removes a greenhouse .gas, an
aerosol or a precursor of a greenhouse gas from the
aimosphere.

9. *Source’ means any process of activity
which releases a greenhouse gas, an aerosol or a
precursor of a greenhouse gas into the aimosphere.

ARTICLE 2
OBJECTIVE

The ultmate objective of this Convenuon and
any related legal insruments that the Conterence of
the Parues may adopt Is 10 achieve, In accordance
with the relevant provisions of the Convention, sta-
pilisaton of greenhouse gas concentrauons in he
atmosphere at alevel that would prevent dangerous
anthropogenic interference with the climate system.
Such a level should be achieved within a tme frame
sufticent to allow ecosystems (o adapt naturally 10
chimate change, 10 ensure that food production is not
threatened and o enable economic development 10
proceed in a sustainable manner.

ARTICLE 3
PRINCIPLES

In their actions to achieve the objective of the
Conventon and to implement lts provisions, the
Parues shall be guided, inter alia, by the following:

1. The Parues should protect the climate
system for the benefit of present and future genera-
uons of humankind, on the basis ol equity and in
accordance with their common but difterentiated
responsibilities and respective capabilives. Accord-
ingly. the developed counuy Parties should take the
lead in combalting climate change and the adverse
eftects thereol.

2. The spedific needs and special circumstan-
ces ol developing county Parves. especially those
thatare particularly vuinerable to the adversa effects
of climate change, and of those Parties, especally
developing country Partes, that would have (o bear
a disproporuonate or abnormal burden under the
Convenuon should be given full consideration.

3. The Parues should take precautonary mea-
sures 10 anticipale, prevent or minimise the causes
of dimate change and mitigate ils adversa effects.
Where there are threals ol senous or irreversible

damage. lack of full scientific certainty should not be
used as a reason for postponing such measures,
taking into account that policies and measures 10
deal with dimate change should be cost-effecuve sa
as 10 ensure global benefits at the lowes! possible
cost. To achleve this, such policies and measures
should take into account different socio-economic
contexts, be comprehensive, cover all relevant
sources, sinks and reservoirs of greenhouse gases
and adaptation, and comprise all economiIC Seclors.
Efforts 10 address dimate change may be carned
out cooperatively by interested Parves.

4. The Parties have a right 10, and should, pro-
mote sustainable development. Polices and mea-
sures o protect the climate system against human-
induced change should be appropriate lor the spe-
cific conditions of each Party and should be integra-
ted with national development programmes, lakng
into account that economic developmantis essental
for adopting measures (o address dimate change.

5. The Parties should cooperate o promote a
supportive and open intemational economic system
that would lead 10 sustainable economic growth and
development in all Parties, particularly developing
country Parties, thus enabling them befter to ad-
dress the problems of climate change. Measures
1aken to combal climate change, including unilateral
ones, should not constitute a means of arbitrary or
unjustifiable discrimination or a disguised restncuon
on international trade.

ARTICLE 4
COMMITMENTS

1. All Parties, taking into account their common
but ditferentiated responsibilities and their specific
national and regional development prionties, objec-
tives and circumstances, shall:

(a) Develop, pencdically update; publish and
make available 1o the Conlerence of the Parues, in
accordance with Artice 12, national inventories of
anthropogenic emissions by sources and removals
by sinks of all greenhouse gases not conuolled by
the Montreal Protocol, using comparable methodo-
logies 10 be agreed upon by the Conference of the
Parties;

(b) Formulate, implement, publish and requ-
larly update national and, where appropriate, regio-
nal programmas containing measures to mitigate di-
mate change by addressing anthropogenic emis-
sions by sources and removals by sinks of all green-
house gases not controiled by the Montreal Proto-
col, and measures o facililate adequate adaptation
lo dimate change;

(c) Promote and cooperate in the develop-
ment, application and diffusion, incdluding transter, of
technologies, practices and processes that control,
reduce of praevent anthropogenic emissions of
greenhouse gases not controlled by the Monteal
Protocol in all relevant sectors, including the energy,
ransport, industry, agriculture, loresty and waste
management Sectors;

(d) Promote sustainable management, and
promote and cooperate in the conservaton and
enhancement, as appropriate, of sinks and reser-
voirs of all greenhouse gases not controlled by the
Montreal Protocol, including biomass, forests and
oceans as well as other terrestnal, coastal and
marine ecosysiems;

(8) Cooperate in preparing for adaptation to
the impacts of climate change; develop and elabora-
te appropriate and integrated plans for coastal zone
management, waler resources and agriculture, and
for the protection and rehabilitaton of areas, par-
ticularly in Atrica, affected by drought and daserfi-
cation, as well as floods; %

(h  Take climate change consideratiohs iplo
account, 1o the exient leasible, in their relevant
social, economic and environmental polices and
actions, and employ appropriate methods, for exam-
ple impact assessments, formulated and determi-
ned nauonally, with a view 10 minimising adverse
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eftects on the economy, on public health and on the
quanty ol the environment, of projects or measufes
unoertaken by them lo miligale or adapt 1o chmate
change,

(g) Promote and cooperate in saenufic, tech-
nological, technical, socio-economic and other re-
searcn, systemalc observauon and aevelopment of
data archives related 1o the climate sysiem and
intended 10 further he understanding and o reduce
or ehminate the remaining uncernainues regarding
e causes, effects, magnitude and uming of cimate
change and the eCoNomic and soaal conNsequencas
of various response strategies,

(h) Promote and cooperatainthe hull, open and
prompt exchange of relavant scianuhic, 1eCnNOg
cal, lechnical, SoQ0-6CONOMIC and legal INtIManun
related 1o the chmale system and cimate change,
and 1o the economic and soaal consequences ol
various response strategies;

() Promote and cooperate in educanon, vas-
ning and public awareness related loclimate change
and encourage e widest partapaton in this pro-
cess. including that ol non-governmental organisa-
vons; and '

() Communicate o the Conterence ol the
Parues intormation related 10 implementanon, in ac-
corgance with Arade 12.

2 The geveloped country Parties and other
Parues included in annex | commit (lhemselves spe-
ancally as provided for in he following:

(a) Eachof these Parnes shall adopt nauonal
(this indudes policies and measures adopted by
regional eCoNOMIC inlegraton organisatons) poli-
ces and lake comesponding measures on the mio-
ganon of climate change, by limiing its anthropoge-
nic emissions of greenhouse gases and protecting
and enhancing its greenhouse gas sinks and reser-
voirs. These policies and measures willdemonsoa-
te that developed countries are taking the lead in
moditying longer-lerm rends in anthropogenic
emissions consisient with the objectve of the Con-
venuon, recognising that the return by the end of the
present decade o earlier levels ol anthropogenic
emissions ot carbon dioxide and other greenhouse
gases not controlled by the Monu eal Protocol would
contribute 10 such medificaton, “and taking no
account e differences in these Partes starong
points and approaches, economic suctures and
resource bases, the need 10 mantain svong and
sustainable economic growtn, avallable technoio-
gies and other individual arcumslances, as weil as
the need for equitable and appropnate contnbutons
by each of these Partes lo he global effort regarding
that objective. These Partes may implement such
polices and measures jointly with other Parues and
may assist other Parues in contibubing 1o the achie-
vement of the objectve of the Conventon and, in
particulars, that of this subparagraph;

(b) In order 10 promole progress to this end.
each of these Parties shall communicate, within six
months of the entry into force of the Convenoon for
iand periodically thereafier, and in accordance wi
Artde 12, detailed informaton on its policies and
measures referred 1o in subparagrapn (a) above. as
well as on its resulting projected . anthropogenic
emissions by sources and removals by sinks af
greenhouse gases nol contolled by the Montreal
Protocol for the period referred 10 in subparagraph
(a), with the aim of returning individually or joindy ©©
their 1990 levels of these anthropogenic emissions
of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases not
controlled by the Montreal Pratocol. This intormanon
will ba reviewed by the Conference of the Pasues. al
its first session and perodically thereafer, in accor-
gance with Aricle 7;

(c) Calculations of emissions by sources and
removals by sinks of greenhouse gases for he
purposes ol subparagrapn (b) above should take
into account the best available saentfic knowledge.
including of the eflective capacity of sinks and e
respective contnbutions of such gases 1o cimate
change. The Conterence of the Parues shall consi-
der and agree on methodologies for hese calcula-
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tions at its first session and review them regularly
thereafter,

(d) The Conterence of the Parties shall, at lts
first session, review the adequacy ol subpara-
graphs (a) and (b) above Such review shall be
carned outin the light of he besl available saentific
\ntormation and assessment on dimate change and
its )impacts, as well as relevant technical, socal and
economic informaton. Based on Mis review, the
Conterence of the Parties shall take approprale
acuon, which may incdlude the adoption of amend-
ments o the commitments in subparagraphs (a) and
(b) above. The Conterence of the Partes, atits first
session, shall also take decisions regarding aitena
for joint implementaton as Indicated In subpara-
graph (a) above. A second review of subparagraphs
(a) and (b) shall take place notlater than 31 Decem-
per 1998, and thereafter atreguiar intervals determi-
ned by the Conterence of the Partes, untl the objec-
ove of the Convenuon Is met;

(e) Each of these Partes shall :

(1) coordinate as appropriate with other such
Parties, relevant economic and administraove in-
stuments developed 10 achieve the objective of the
Convention; and

(i) idenaty and periodically review Its own
pollaes and pracuces which encourage actvioes
that lead to greater levels of anthropogenic emis-
sions of greennousa gases not convolled by the
Montreal Protocol than would otherwise occur,

(h The Conterence of the Parties shall re-
view. not later than 31 December 1998, available
Informaton with a view (o taking dedisions regarding
suchamendments [0 helistsinannexes 1 ana 11as
may be appropriate, with the approval of the Party
concarned;

(g) Any Panty not included in annex | may, in
\ts Insrumantof rauficanon, acceptance, approval of
accession, or at any tme thereafter, nouty the
Depositary that it intends (o be bound by subpara-
graphs (a) and (b) above. The Depositary shall
\nform the other signatories and Parues of any such
nouficaton.

3. The developed country Parties and other de-
veloped Parues included in annex Il shall prowde
new and additonal-financial resources [0 meet he
agreed full costs incurred by developing country
Parues In complylng with their obligations under
Article 12, paragraph 1. They shallalso provide such
financal resources, induding for the wanster of
technology. needed by the developing country Par-
nes 1o meet the agreed full incremental COSts ot
implemenung measures that ase covered by para-
grapn 1 of this Arodle and thal are agreed between
a developing country Party and the internatonal
enuty of entues referredtoin Artucle 11,inaccordan-
ce with that Amicle. The implementation of these
commigments shall take Into account the need for
adequacy and predictability in the flow of tunds and
the importance of approprate burden shanng
among the developed county Parues.

4. The developed country Parties and other de-
veloped Parues included in annex 11 shall also assist
the developing country Partes that are partcularly
vulnerable to the adverse etfects of climate change
in meeung costs of adaptaton to those adverse
effects.

- . The developed country Parties and other de-
- veloped Parues induded in annex Il shall 1ake all
practicable steps to promote, tacilitate and finance,
as appropriate, the ranster of, of access o, environ-
mentally sound technologies and Kknow-how 10 other
Parues, parucularly developlng country Parues, 10
enable them to Implement the prowisions of the
Conventon. In this process, the developed country
Parues shall support the development and enhance-
ment of endogenous capacatas and technologies of
developing country Parves. Other Partes and orga-
nisatons 1N @ POSINoN 10 do so May also assist In
taahtaung the transler of such technologies.

6. In the implementation of their commitments
under paragraph 2 above, a certain degree of flexi-
pility shall be allowed by the Conference ol the
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Parues 10 the Parties included in annex | undergoing
the process of ransiton 0 @ market economy, N
order to enhance the ability of hese Parues 10
address climate change, including with regard (o the
histoncal lavel of anthropogenic emissions of green-
house gases nol controlled by the Montreal Protocol
chosen as a reterence.

7.  The extent 10 which developing country
Parues will effectively implement their commitments
under the Convention will depend on he effective
implementaton by developed country Parties of
heir commitments under the Conventon related 10
financial resources and transfer of technology and
will take fully into account that economic and socal
development and poverty eradicaton are the first
and overnding priorities of the developing country
Parues.

8. In the implementation of the commitments in
this Aricie, the Parties shall give full consideranon to
what actions are necessary under the Conventon,
including actions related to funding, insurance and
the wanster of technology, 10 meet the speafic
needs and concams ol developing counuy Parues
arising from the adverse effects of dimate change
and/or the impact of the implementation of response
measures, espedcally on:

(a) Small isiand countries;

(b) Counties with low-lying coastal areas.

(¢) Countries with and and semi-and areas
loresied areas and areas hable 10 fofest decay.

(d) Countngs witn areas prone 1o narural a
sasters,

(e) Countnas with areas hable to drougnt ana
deseruficanon;

() Counties with aseas of high urban atmos
phenc pollution,

(g) Countries with areas with fragile ecosy
stems, including MouNtainous ecosystems,

(n) Countries whose economies are Mignly
dependent on income generated from the produc
non, processing and export, and/of on consumpuon
of tossil tuels and assoaated energy-intensive pro-
ducts; and

(i) Land-locked and wransit countries Fur-
ther, the Conterence of the Pasues may lake acnons
as appropnate, with respect 10 this paragrapn

9. The Parues shail take full account of e
specific needs and special sitluauons of the least
developed countries in heir acbons with regarad o
tunding and ransler of technology. .

10. - The Parues shall, in accorgance witn
Artcle 10. take into consideraton in the impiementa:
ton of the commitments of the Convenuon the situa-
ton of Parnes, pariculany develioping counuy Par
nes, with economies that are vuinerable 1o tne aa-
verse effects ol he implementaton of measures (0
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respond to climate change. This applies notably to
Parues with economies thal are highly dependent on
income generated from the production, processing
and export, and/or consumpon of fassil luaels and
assoclated energy-Intensive products and/or the
use ol lossil tuels tor which such Parhes have
serious dilficulties in swtching to alternatives.

ARTICLE 5

RESEARCH AND SYSTEMATIC
OBSERVATION

In carrying out their commitments under Anticle
4, paragraph 1(g), the Parnes shall:

(a) Supportand turther develop, as appropria-
le. irternatonal and Intergovernmental program-
mes and networks or organisations almed at defi-
ning, conducting, assessing and financing research,
dala collection and systematc observation, taking
into account the need 10 minimize duplication of
effort; d

(b) Support international and Intergovern-
mental efforts o strengthen systematic observation
and national scientific and technical research capa-
cties and capabilives, parncularly in developing
countnes, and o promote access 10, and the ex-
change of, data and analyses thereof obtained from
areas beyond natonal urisdiction; and

(c) Take into account the particular concerns
and needs ol developing countries and cooperate in
improving their endogenous capacities and capabi-
liues 1o parucipate in the effors referred to in subpa-
ragraphs (a) and (b) above.

ARTICLE 6

EDUCATION, TRAINING AND PUBLIC
AWARENESS

In carrying out their commitments under Aride
4, paragraph 1(i), the Parues shall:

(a) Promote and facllitate at the national and,
as appropriate, subregional and regional levels, and
In accordance with nabonal laws and regulations,
and within their respective capacaities:

(1) the development and implementauon of
educatonal and public awareness programmaes on
cimate change and Its eftects;

(1) public access o information on climate
change and its effects;

(i) public paricipation in addressing climate
change and its effects and developing adequate re-
sponses; and

(iv) taining of scientific, technical and mana-
genal personnel.

(b) Cooperate In and promote, at the interna-
tional level, and, where appropriate, using existing
bodies:

() the development and exchange of educa-
tional and public awareness matenal on dimate
change and its effects; and

(i) the development and implementation of
education and wraining programmes, including the
srengthening of national institutions and the ex-
change or secondment of personnel to rain expens
in this field, in particular for developing countries.

ARTICLE 7
CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES

1. AConlerence of the Parties is hereby esta-
blished.

" 2. The Conterenca of the Parties, as the su-
prema body of this Convention, shall keep under
reqular review the Implementaton of the Convention
and any relajed legal Instuments that the Con-
tarence of the Parties may adopt, and shail make,
within its mandate, the decisions necessary 10 pro-
mote the effective implementation of the Conven-
von. To this end, it shall: )

(a) Periodically examine the obligations of the

Parties and the institutional arrangements under the
Convennon, In the lignt of the objective of the Con-
venton, the experence gained in its implementaton
and the evolution of scentfic and technological
knowledge;

(v) Promote and facilitate the exchange of in-
formauon on measures adopted by the Partes to
aadress dimate change and its effects, taking into
account the differing circumstances, responsibilines
and capabilities of the Parties and their respective
commitments under the Convention;

(c) Facilitate, at the request of two or more
Parties, the coordinaton of measures adopted by
them to address dimate change and its effects,
taking Into account the diffenng circumstances, re-
sponsibliites and capabilities of the Parties and their
respectve commitments under the Convention.

(d) Promote and guide, In accordance with the
objective and provisions of the Convention, the
developmentand perlodicrefinement of comparabie
methodologies, o be agreed on by the Conterence
of the Parties, Inter alia, for preparing inventories of
greenhouse gas emissions by sources and remo-
vals by sinks, and for evaluating the effectiveness of
measures 10 limit the emissions and enhance the re-
movals of hese gases;

(e) Assess, on the basis of all information
made available 10 it In accordance with the provi-

sions of the Convention, the implementation of the
Convention by the Parties, the overall effects of the
measures taken pursuant to the Convention. in
partcular environmental, economic and social el-
fects as well as their cumulative Impacts and the
extentto which progress towards the objective of the
Convention Is being achieved;

“. (N Consider and adopt regular reports on the

Implementation of the Convention and ensure their
publicaton;

(9) Make recommendations on any maners
necassary for the implementation of the Convention:

(h) Seek to mobilise financial resources in
accordance with Artcie 4, paragraphs 3, 4 and 5,
and Article 11 ;

() Estaplish such subsidiary bodies as are
deemed necassary lor the implementation of the
Convention; "

() Review reports submitted by its subsidiary
bodies and provide guidance o them:

(k) Agree upon and adopt, by consensus,
fules of procedure and financial rules for itself and for
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any subsidiary bodies; .

() Seek and utlise, where appropnata, the
Servces and cooperation ol. and inlormanon prov:-
ded by, competent internatonai organisatons ang
intergovernmental and non-govemmantal bodias.
ang

(m) Exercisesuchother ftunctons as are requi-

red for Mme achievement of the objectve of he Con-
venuon as well as all other funcuons assigneda 1o it
under the Convenuon.
. 3. The Conterence of the Parues snall, at its
first session, adopt its own rules of procedure as weil
as those of the subsidiary bodies established by he
Convennon, which shall include decision-mang
procedures for matters not already covered by deci-
sion-making procedures stipulated in the Conven-
Bon. Such procedures may Include speafied majo-
rives required for the adopuon of parucular deci-
sions.

4. The first session of the Conterencs of the
Parues shall be convened by the interim secretanat
reterred 10 in Article 21 and shail take place not later
than one year after the date of entry into torce of the
Convenvon. Thereatier, ordinary sessions of the
Conterence of the Parties shall be heid every year
unless otherwise decided by Ihe Conlerence of he
Parves.

5. Exvaordinary sessions of the Conlerence
of the Parues shall be held at such other tmes as
may be deemed necessary by the Conterence, or at
e wrinten requestof any Party, provided that. within
Six months of the request being communicated (o
the Parues by the secretanat, it is supporned Dy at
least one-third of the Parnes.

6. The United Nauons, its specalised agen-
Gesand the Intemnaunonal Atomic Energy Agency. as
well as any State member thereol of observers
thereto not Party to the Conventon, may be repre-
sented ar sessions of the Conterence of the Parues
asobservers. Any body or agency, whether natonal
or intemauonal, govemmental or non-governmen-
tal, which is qualified in maners covered by the
Convenuon, and which has informed the secretanat
of its wish 10 be represented at a session of Mhe
Conterenceof the Parties as an observer, mayDbe so
admitled unless at least one-third of the Parnes
present object. The admission and partapauon of
ooservers shall be subject 1o he rules of procedure
adopted by the Conterence of the Parnes,

ARTICLE 8
SECRETARIAT

1. Asecretarial is hereby established

2. The tunctons of the secretanat shall be

(a) Tomake arrangements tor sessions of the
Conterence ot the Parves and its subsigiary bodies
established under the Conventon and 10 provide
them with services as required;

(b) Tocompile and ransmit reports submifted
1o 1t;

(c) To fadilitate assistance (o the Parues. par-
tcularly developing country Parues, on request. in
e compilation and communicaton of informaton
required in accordance with the provisions ol the
Convention;

(d) To prepare reports on its acovives ana
present them 1o the Conlerence of the Parves:

(e) Toensurethe necessary coordinauon with
the secrelariats of other relevant internabonal bo-
dies;

() To enter, under the overall guidance of the
Conferenca of the Parues, inlo such administatve
and conractual arrangements as may De fequil ed
lor the eftective discharge of its tuncuons: and

(9) To perform the oher secratarnat unctions
specified in the Conventon and in any ol its prolo-
cols and such oher fuNCLENSas May be determined
by he Conterence of the Parues.

3. The Conterence of the Parnes. at its first
session, shall designate a permanent secrelanat
and make arrangements for its functoning. -
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ARTICLE 9

SUBSIDIARY BODY FOR SCIENTIFIC AND
TECHNOLOGICAL ADVICE

1. Asubsidiary body for saentficand techno-
logical advice Is hereby established 1o provide the
Contarence of the Parues and, as appropriate, its
other subsidiary bodies with bmely information and
advice on scientific and technological marners rela-
ung to the Convention. This body shall be open to
participanon by all Parties and shall be multidiscpli-
nary. It shall comprise govemment representaiives
competent in the relevant field of expertise. It shall
repon regularly to the Conterence of the Parties on
all aspects of its work.

2. Under the guidance of the Conterence of
the Parties, and drawing upon existing competent in-
ternational bodies, this body shall:

(a) Provide assessments of the state of scien-
tific knowledge relating (0 climate change and its
eftects;

(b) Prepare scientific assessments on the
effects of measures (aken in the implementation of
the Convention,

(c) Idenuty innovative, efficient and state-ol-
the-art technologies and know-how and advise on
the ways and means of promoting development and/
or ransferring such technologies;

(d) Provide advice on saentific programmes,
international cooperation in research and develop-
ment related to climate change, as well as on ways
and maans of supporting endogehous capaaty-
building in developing countries; and

(e) Respond to scientfic, technological and
methodological questions that the Conterence of the
Parties and its subsidiary bodies may put to the
body.
3. Thetunctions and terms of reference of this
body may be turther elaborated by the Conterence
of the Partes.

ARTICLE 10
SUBSIDIARY BODY FOR IMPLEMENTATION

1. A subsidiary body lor impiementation Is
hereby established to assist the Conterence of the
Partes in the assessmentand review ol the effecuve
implementation of the Convention. This body shail
be open [0 participaton by all Parues and comprise
government representatives who are experts on
maters related 0 cimate change. It shall report
regularly o the Conlerence of the Pames on all
aspects ol its work.

2. Under the guidance of the Conference of
the Parties, this body shall:

(a) Consider the information communicated in
accordance with Article 12, paragraph 1, [0 assess
the overall aggregated effect of the steps taken by
the Parties in the light of the lates! sciennfic assess-
ments conceming climate change;

(b) Consider the information communicated in
accordance with Artide 12, paragraph 2, in order 10
assist the Conference of the Parues in carrying out
the reviews required by Arucle 4, paragraph 2(d).
and -

*(c) - Assist the Conterence of he Parties, as
appropriate, in the preparaton and implementaton
of its decisions.

ARTICLE 11
FINANCIAL MECHANISM

1. A mechanism for the provision of financal
resources on a grant of concessional basis, incdu-
ding for the transler of technology. is her eby defined.
It shall function under the guidance of and be ac-
countable to the Conference ol the Parues, which
shall decide on its policies, programme priornties and
eligibility criteria related to this Convenoon. Its ope-
rapon shall be entrusted 10 one of more exisung
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international entities.

2. The financial mechanism shall have an
equitable and balanced representation of all Parties
within a transparent system of governance.

3. The Conterence of the Partes and lhe
entity or entities entrusted with the operation of the
financial mechanism shall agree upon arrange-
ments to give effect 1o the above paragraphs, which
shall include the following:

(a) Modalines to ensure that the tunded pro-
jects 1o address chmate change are in conformity
wilh the policies, programme pnonues and ehgibility
criteria established by the Conlerence of the Parues;

(b) Modalities by which a parucular funding -

decision may be reconsidered In light of these poli-
cies, programme priontes and eligibility critena;

(c) Provision by the entity or entities of regular
repons to the Conference of the Parties on its
funding operations, which Is consistent with the
requirement for accountability setout in paragraph 1
above; and

(d) Determination In a predictable and ident-
fiable manner ol the amount of tunding necessary
and available for the impiementaton of this Conven-
tion and the conditions under which that amount
shall be periodically reviewed.

4. The Conference of the Parties shail make
arrangements to implement the above mentioned
provisions al its first session, reviewing and taking
into account the intenm arrangements relerred o in
Article 21, paragraph 3, and shall decide whether
these interim arrangements shall be maintained.
Within tour years thereafter, the Conference of the
Parties shall review the financial mechanism and
take appropriate measures.

5. The dgeveloped counuy Parties may also
provide and developing country Parties avail them-
selves of, financial resources related 10 the imple-
mentation of the Conventon through bilateral. rego-
nal and other multilateral channels.

ARTICLE 12

COMMUNICATION OF INFORMATION
RELATED TO IMPLEMENTATION

1. In accordance walh Arucle 4, paragraph 1,
each Party shall communicate to the Conference of
the Parties, through the secretariat, the following
elements of informaton:

(a) A national inventory of anthropogenic
emissions by sources and removals by sinks of all
greenhouse gasas nol convolled by the Montreal
Protocol, 10 the extent ils capaciues permit, using
comparable metnodologies 10 be promoled and
agreed upon by the Conference of the Parues;

(b) A general dascription of steps taken or en-
visaged by the Party to implement the Convention;
and

(c) Any other information that the Party consi-
ders relevant 10 the achievement of the objective of
the Convention and suitable for inclusion in its com-
munication, induding, if teasible, matenal relevant
for calculations of global emission rends.

2. Each developed county Party and each
other Party induded in annex | shall incorporate inits
communication the lollowing elements of informa-
ton: g

(a) A detailed description of the policies and
measures that It has adopled 10 implement its com-
mitment under Arncle 4, paragraphs 2(a) and 2(b).
and

(b) A specific esomate of the effects thal the
policies and measures referred 10 in subparagraph
(a) immediately above will have on anthropogenic
8missSions by Its sourcas and removals by its sinks
ol greenhouse gases dunng the penod relerred 101n
Arucle 4, paragraph 2(a).

3. In addivon, each developed country Party
and each other developed Party included in annex
11 shall incorporate delails of measures taken in ac-
cordance with Article 4, paragraphs 3, 4 and S.

4. Developing country Parties may, on a vo-
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luntary basis, propose projects lor finanang, inciu-
ding specific technologies, malenals. equipment,
techniques or practices that would be needed 1o
implement such projects, along wth, i possible, an
estimate of allincremental costs, of the reductons of
emissions and increments of removals of greenhou-
se gases, as well as an estmale of the consequent
penefits.

§. Each developed county Party and each
other Party included in annex | shall make its initial
communicalion within six months of the entry nto
torce of the Convennon lor that Party Eacnh Party
not so listed shall make its iniial communication
within three years ol the enlry inlo force of he
Convention for that Party . or of the avalabiiry
of financial resources in accordance with Arucie
4, paragraph 3. Parves thal are least developed
countnes may make their initial communication at
their discrenon. The frequency of subsequent
communicatons by all Paroes shall be determin-
ed by the Conterence of the Parues. taking into
account the differennated umetable set by Tus
paragrapn. ;

6. Informavon communicaled by Partes
umder this Arucle shall be ransmified by the secre-
tariat as soon as possible 1o the Conterence of he
Parnes and 10 any subsidiary bodies concemed |t
necessary. the procedures fof the communicaton ot
information may be further consider ed by the Conte-
rar. » ol ..e Parues.

7. From its first session, the Conterence of
the Parties shall arrange for the provision 1o deveio-
ping country Parues of technical and finanaal sup-
porn, on request, iIn compiling and commuNIcaung in-
formation under this Arocie. as well as in denntying
e technical and financial needs assocated with
proposed projects and response measures under
Article 4. Such supporn may be provided Dy other
Partnes, by competent internanonal orgamisabons
and by the secretanal. as appropriate

8. Anygroup ol Parbes may, subject toguide-
lines adopted by the Conterence of he Parues. ana
10 prior nouficaton to the Conterence of the Parues
make a joint communicanon in fulfiment of Mewr
obhigations under this Arudle, pronded that such 3
communication includes informauon on e tuihi
ment by each of these Parties ol its Indmdual 0bhga
nons under e Convenuon

9. Informauon received by Mhe secretanat
that is designated by a Party as confidental. in ac-
cordance with cntena o be estabiished by the
Conterence of the Pasbes. shall be aggregated by
the secretanal to protect its conhdentalty belore
peing made avalable 10 any of (ne DOaIes INVaived in
the communication and review of informauon

10. Subject o paragraph 9 above. and wihout
prejudice (0 the ability of any Party 10 make pubiic its
communication at any time, the secretarnal shail
make communicanons by Parues under tis Arude
publicty available at the ume they are submifted 10
the Conference of the Parues.

ARTICLE 13

RESOLUTION OF QUESTIONS REGARDING
IMPLEMENTATION

The Conlerence of the Parues shall. at its first
session, consider tha establishmentof a multiateral
consultative process, avalable 10 Parues on ther
requaest, for the resolution of Quesuons regarding Me
impiementavon of the Convention

ARTICLE 14
SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

1. Inthe event of a dispute befween any two
or more Parues concerning he interpretauon of ap-
plication of he Conventon, the Parmes concerned
shall seek a seflement of the dispute through nego-
nauon or any other peaceful means of ey own
choice.
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2. When rautying, accepting, approving of
acceding 1o the Convennon, of al any ime thereat-
ter, a Party which is not a regional eCONomic integra-
non organisation may declare in a written instrument
submitted to the Deposutary that, in respect of any
dispute concerning the interpretation or applicaton
of the Conventon, itrecognises as compulsory ipso
facto and without special agreement, in relaton o
any Party accepting the same obligation:

(a) Submussion ol the dispute o the Internatio-
nal Court of Justce, anaor

(b) Arbirauon in accordance with procedures
1o be adopted by the Conterence ol the Parues as
soon as pracucable, in an annex on arbitrauon. A
Party whichis a regional economic integration orga-
nisation may make a declarauon with like eftect in
relatnon to arbitration in accordance with the proce-
dures referred 1o in subparagraph (b) above.

3. A dedaration made under paragraph 2
above shall remain in force unuil it expires in accord-
ance with its terms or untl three months atter wnten
notice of its revocation has been deposited with the
Depositary.

4. Anewdediaration, a notice of revocation of
the expiry of a declaration shall not in any way attect
proceedings pending before the International Court
of Justice or the arbitral tribunal, uniess the parties
(0 the dispute otherwise agree.

5. Subject 1o the operavon ol paragraph 2
above, iIf after twelve months lollowing notfication by
one Party to another that a dispule exists between
them, the Parues concerned have not been able 1o
seftie their dispute through the means mentioned in
paragraph 1 above. the dispule shall be submifed,
al the request ot any of the parnes‘lo he dispute, 10
conailiaton.

6. A conaliaion commission shall be created
upon the request of one of the parues 10 the dispute
The commission shaill be composed ol an equal
number of members appointed by each parly con-
cerned and a chairman chosen joinlly by the mem-
bers appointed by each party. The commission shall
render a recommendalory award, which (he partes
shall consider in good faith.

7. Additonal procedures relaung to concha-
non shall be adopted by the Conlerence of the
Parues, as soon as practicable, in an annex on
concihaton. ;

8. Tha prowvisions of this Arucle shall apply to
any related legal instrument which the Conlerence
of the Paruas may adopt, uniess the instrument
provides otherwise.

ARTICLE 1§
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONVENTION

1. Any Party may propose amendments o
the Convention.

2. Amendments to the Convention shall be
adopted at an ordinary session of the Conterence ot
the Parues. The textof any proposed amendment 1o
the Convenuon shall be communicated 1o the Par-
ues by the secretanal at least six monins before the
meeung at which it is proposed lor adoption. The
secretariat shall also communicale proposed
amendments to the signatornes to the Convention
and, for information, to the Depositary.

"3 The Parues shall make every effort 10
reach agreement on any proposed amendment o
the Convention by consensus. If all efforts at con-
sensus have been exhausted, and no agreement
reached, the amendment shail as a last reson be
agopted by a twee-fourths majonty vole ol the
Parues present and voung at the meeung. The
adopted amendment shall be communicaled by the
secretariat to the Depositary, who shall circulate it to
all Parues lor thev acceplance,

4. Instruments ol acceptance inrespect of an
amendment shall be deposited with the Depositary.
An amendment adopted in accordance with para-
graph 3 above shall enter intq torce for those Parues
having accepted iton the ninetieth day after the date

of receipt by the Depositary of an instrument of ac-
ceptance by at leas! three-fourths of the Parties 1o
tha Convention.

S. The amenament shall enter into force for
any other Party on the nineteth day after the date on
which that Party deposits with the Depositary its
instrument of acceptance of the said amendment

6. For the purposes of this Arucle. “Partes
present and voung" means Parues present and
casuing an affrmatve or negalive vote.

ARTICLE 16

ADOPTION AND AMENDMENT OF ANNEXES
TO THE CONVENTION

1. Annexes to the Conventon shall form an
integral part thereo! and, unless otherwise
expressly provided, a reference 10 the Convention
conslitutes al the same time a relerence 1o any
annexas thereto. Withoul prejudice to the provi-
sions of Article 14, paragraphs 2(b) and 7, such
annexes shall be restricted to lists, forms and any
other matenal of a descripuve nature that is of a
scientific, technical, procedural or administralve
character. )

2. Annexes lo the Convention shall be propo-
sed and adopled in accordance with the procedure
sel lorth in Aricle 15, paragraphs 2, 3, and 4.

3. Anannex that has been adopled in accor-
dance with paragraph 2 above shall enter into force
for all Parnes 1o the Convention six months after the
date of the communication by the Depositary 1o such
Parties of the adoption of the annex. except for those
Parties that have noufied the Depositary, in wriing,
within that penod ol therr non-acceptance of the
annex. The annex shall enter into force for Parues
which withdraw their notficaton of non-acceptance
on the nineueth day after the date on which with-
drawal of such nouficauon has been received by the
Deposnary.

4  Theproposal, adoption and entry into force
of amendmaents (0 annexes 10 the Conventon shall
be subject 1o the same procedure as that for the pro-
pasal, adoption and entry into force of annexes to the
Convention in accordance with paragraphs 2 and 3
above. k

5. Il the adopuomn of an annex of an amend:
ment 10 an annex Involves an amendment 10 the
Convention, that annex or amendment 10 an annex
shall not enter into force unul such tme as the
amenament to the Convention enters into force.

ARTICLE 17
PROTOCOLS

1. TheConference of the Parties may, at any
ordinary session, adopl protocols to the Convention.

2. Thetextof any proposed protocol shall be
communicated to the Parties by the secretanat at
least six months belore such a session.

3. Therequirements for the entry into force of
any protocol shall be established by that instrument.

4. Only Parties to the Convention may be
Parties to a protocol.

§. Dedsions under any protocol shall be
taken only by the Parties (o the protocoi concerned.

ARTICLE 18
RIGHT TO VOTE

1. Each Party to the Convention shall have
one vole, except as provided for in paragraph 2
below.

2. Regional economic integration organisa-
nons, in matters within their competenca, shall exer-
cse their nght 1o vote with a number of voles equal
o the number of their member Siales (hat are
Parties to the Convention. Such an organisation
shall not exercise its right 1o vote il any of its member
States exercises its right, and vice versa.
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ARTICLE 19
DEPOSITARY

The Secretary-General of the United Nations
shall be the Depositary of the Conventon andg of
protocols adopted in accordance with Arnce 17

ARTICLE 20
SIGNATURE

This Convention shall be open for signature by
States Members of the United Nations or of any of its
specialised agencies or that are Parues 10 the Sta-
tute of tne Internanonal Coun of Jusbce and by
fegional economic integraton organisatons at Rio
de Janeiro, dunng the United Nanons Conterence
on Environment and Development, and thereaher at
United Naunons Headquaners in New York trom 20
June 1992 10 19 June 1933

ARTICLE 21
INTERIM ARRANGEMENTS

1. The secretariat tunctons reterred (& in
Article 8 will be carried out on an interim basis by the
secretanat establisned by the General Assembiy ot
the United Nations inits resolution 45212 ot 21 De-
cember 1990, unul the completion of the first session
of the Conference of the Parues

2 The head of the intenm secretanat
referred 1o 1N paragraph 1 above wll cooperale
dosely with the Intergovernmental Panel on Ciimate
Change 1o ensure that the Panel can respond to the
need for objectve saentfic and technical advice
Other relevant saenufic bodies could also be con-
sulted

3 The Giobal Environment Faciity ot he
United Nations Development Programme. the Ur-
ted Naunons Environment Programme and the Inter-
nanonal Bank for Reconstruction and Development
shall be the internauonal enuty entrusted mih he
operation of the financal mechanism relerred 0 in
Arucle 11 onanintenmbasis In his connection the
Global Environment Faclity should be appropnately
resiruciured and iIts mambership made univarsal 1o
enable 1t to tullil the requirements ol Aricie 11

ARTICLE 22

RATIFICATION, ACCEPTANCE, APPROVAL
OR ACCESSION

1 The Conventon shall be subject lo ratihca-
non, acceptance, approval or accession by States
and by regional economic integration organisatons
It shall be open lor accession from the day after he
date on which the Convention is dosed for signa-
ture Instruments of ratficanon, acceptance. appro-
val or accession shall be deposited with the Deposi-
tary.

2. Any regional economic integration organ-
sanon which becomes a Party to the Convennon w-
thout any of its member States being a Party shall be
bound by all the obligations under the Convention in
lhe case of such organisatons, one or more of
whose member States is a Party to the Convenuon,
e organisaton and 1ts member States shall decde
on hewr respecuve responsibilities for the pertor:
mance of their obligatons under he Convention in
such cases, the organisaton and the memper Sta-
tes shall not be enttied 10 exerase ngnis uncer he
Convention concurranty.

3. In her insruments of ranficanon. accep-
tance, approval or accession, reQional ecoNOMIC in-
tegration organisanons shall declare the extent ot
theif competence with respect (o the mafers gover-
ned by the Convention. These organisauons snail
also intorm the Depositary, who shall in turn intorm
the Parues, of any substantal moadificanon in the
extent of their competence. Lod
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As far as | understand : There must have been something like an Earth-Summit of the terrestrians

ARTICLE 23
ENTRY INTO FORCE

1. The Convention shall enter into force on
the ninetieth day after the date of deposit of the fit-
peth insrument of ratfication, acceplance, approval
of accassion.

2. For each Siate or regional economic

" integration organisaton that raufies, accepts or

approves tha Convantion or accedes therelo after
the deposit of the fiftieth Instrument of ranfication,
acceptance, approval or accession, the Con-
venton shall enter into force on the nineueth
day aher the date of deposit by such State or
regional economic integration organisation of its
instrument of raufication, acceptance, approval or
accession.

3. For the purposes of paragraphs 1 and 2
above, any instument deposited by a regional
economic integration organisaton shall not be coun-
ted as additional 10 those deposited by States
members of the organisation.

ARTICLE 24
RESERVATIONS

No reservations may be made to the Conven-
non.

ARTICLE 25
WITHDRAWAL

1. At any time after three years from the
date on which the Convention has entered into
force for a Party, that Party may withdraw from
the Convention by giving written notification to the
Depositary.

2. Any such withdrawal shall take effectupon
expiry of one year from the date of receipl by the De-
positary of the noufication of withdrawal, or on such
later date as may be specified in the notification of
withdrawal.

3. Any Party thatwithdraws from the Conven-
ton shall be considered as also having withdrawn
from any protocol 1o which it is a Party,

- ARTICLE 26
AUTHENTIC TEXTS

The original of this Convention, of which the
Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and
Spanish texts are equally authentc, shall be depos!-
ted with the Secretary-General of the United Na-
tions.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned,
being duly authorised to that eftect, have signed
this Convention.

DONE at New York this ninth day ol May
one thousand nine hundred and ninely-two.

ANNEX Il TO THE COMMITTEE REPORT
RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE INC FOR A
FRAMEWORK CONVENTION ON
CLIMATE CHANGE (INC/1992/1.)

Interim arrangements

The Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee
for a Framework Convenvon on Climate
Change,

Having agreed upon and adopted the text of
the United Nations Framework Conventuon on Cli-
mate Change,

Consldering that preparations are required for
an early and eftective operation of the Conventon
once it has entered into force,

Further considering that, in the interim
arrangements, involvement in the negotations
of all paricipants in the Commifiee IS essen-
ual,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 45/
2120121 December 1990 and 46/169 of 19 Decem-
ber 1991,
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Courtesy : Stem

1 Calls upon all States and regional
economiC Integrauon organisalions enntied 0 4o
s0 10 sign the Convenuon dunng the United
Nations Conference on Environment ana
Development in Rio de Janewo or at Me
earliest subsequent opponunity and Mereaner
1o rauly, accepl. approve or accede lo the
Convention; )

2. Requests the Secetary - General 10
make the necessary arrangements fof convening
a session ol he Commifiee, In accordance with
paragrapn 4 of General Assembly resolution 4&/
169, o prepare for the first session of the
Conterence ot the Parues as speafied in the Con-
vention;

3. Requests further the Secretary-General
10 make recommendatons o the General Assemoly
alits forty-seventh session regarding arrangements
for turther sessions of the Commitniee until the entry
into force ol the Convenuon;

4. Invites the Secretary-General 10 include
in his report 1o the General Assembly, as required
in paragraphs 4 and 9 of resoluton 46/169.
proposals mhat would enable e secrelanal
established under resolution 45212 1o continue
its actviues unul the designaton of he
secretanat of the Conventon by the Conlerence
of the Parues; .

5. Appeals 1o Governments and organisa-
nons (0 make voluntary contibuuons W Me
extrabuogetary tunds established under General
Assembly resolution 45/212 in order 1o contnbute
10 the costs of the intenm asrangements, and to
ensure full and effecuve paruapauon al deveiop-
ing countries, In parucular the least developed
countnes and small island developing countres.
as well as developing countnes stncken by arougnt
anddeseruficaton, in all the sessions of the Commut-
lee; »

6. Invites States and regional ECogomic inte-
grauon organisations enttied o sign the Conventon
10 communicate as soon as feasible 10 the head of
the secretanatinformauonfegarding measur es con-
sistent with the provisions o the Conventon pen-
ding 1ts entry into force. o
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