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# # 5673801325 : MAJOR ARCHITECTURE
KEYWORD: Pron People's Buddhist Vernacular Houses/ sacred place/ Noble Eightfold Path/
Threefold Training System/ tranquility/ concentration/ wisdom
Nuttaporn Tepprom : THE STUDY OF BUDDHIST PRINCIPLES IN VERNACULAR HOUSES:
CASE STUDY OF HOUSES IN PRON SUBDISTRICT, TAKBAI DISTRICT, NARATHIWAT
PROVINCE.. Advisor: WONCHAI MONGKOLPRADIT, Ph.D.

This study aims at acquiring an understanding of the underlying principles of the vernacular
houses in Pron Subdistrict, Takbai District, Narathiwat Province and indicating the relationship between the
Buddhist principles and the patterns and construction process of the vernacular houses. To reach the
conclusion of this study, data collection, data analysis as well as data synthesis were conducted through
documents and fieldwork concerning the Buddhist principles, the environment, the history of Pron people’s
settlement, the vernacular houses, and the local living that is reflected in Pron people’'s ways of life,
traditions, cultures and rites according to local beliefs. The findings interestingly reveal that temples function
as the spiritual center where the “Triple Gem”, the most important Buddhist element, is highly respected by
Pron people. Their ways of living, unquestionably, are in accordance with the Buddhist principles — in other
words, they improve their lives in order to end suffering through the learning of the “Threefold Training
System” and the “Noble Eightfold Path”. Due to the deep-rooted belief in Buddhism, Pron people, as a
result, become mindful, behave with propriety, stay humble, are grateful to others, live a solitary life, and
are supportive of all beings. Their Buddhist ways of living also result in the patterns and construction of their
vernacular houses, which bring about physical and mental tranquility considered as the significant
fundamental for the Buddhist self-improvement. Their houses, regarded as the sacred place, follow the
three outstanding criteria for construction: the use of fortunate signs as spiritual anchors of house residents,
the construction of the sacred place to bring about concentration, and the construction of the suitable place
for physical and mental tranquility. It can best be said that Pron people’s lives are well in line with the
Buddhist principles since their houses and community are surrounded by five proper elements, including
spiritual anchors, residence, water resource, land, and forests. It can thus be concluded that they use
wisdom to conduct their ways of living, understand the condition of nature and harmonize with the facts of
nature, as well as are delightful and free from suffering.

Field of Study: Architecture Student's Signature ........ccccccovvieeiiinnnn.

Academic Year: 2018 Advisor's Signature ...........cccceeeieenins
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